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ANALYSIS 

Questions of scope 


Impact of halting US-S. Korean exercises remains to be seen 


By Kim Gamel 
Stars and Stripes 

SINGAPORE — U.S. and South Ko¬ 
rean commanders have long stressed the 
need for joint military exercises to ensure 
readiness to “fight tonight” and to deter the 
threat from the North. 

But the idea of using the annual drills as 


We will be stopping the war 
games ... unless and until we 
see the future negotiation is 
not going along like it should. ^ 

President Donald Trump 


a bargaining chip in nuclear negotiations 
with North Korea is not new. 

China and Russia have called for a 
“freeze for freeze” in which the exercises 
would stop and the North would suspend 
nuclear and missile tests, giving the adver¬ 
saries room to talk. 

SEE SCOPE ON PAGE 4 



U.S. Army soldiers link up 
with their South Korean army v 

counterparts after conducting I 

joint fieid artillery training near thd 
Demilitarized Zone in 2015. 

Steven HiTCHCocK/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 



Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A U.S. Marine patrols next to an 
Afghan poppy field in 2014. 

US anti-drug 
campaign in 
Afghanistan 
largely futile 

By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

The drug trade in Afghanistan, 
which helps fund the insurgency 
and impedes reconstruction ef¬ 
forts, has grown stronger de¬ 
spite billions of dollars spent by 
the U.S. to fight it, a government 
watchdog said Thursday. 

The Special Inspector General 
for Afghanistan Reconstruction, 
or SIGAR, said in a report that 
the U.S. needs a new strategy to 
fight drugs in the country. 

It also questioned the military’s 
latest counternarcotics endeavor, 
which includes a U.S. and Afghan 
air campaign targeting Taliban 
drug labs. 

SIGAR said while similar 
campaigns achieved short-term 
tactical successes in the past, 
they “only had limited impact on 
longer-term efforts to dismantle 
drug trafficking networks and cut 
off financing for the insurgency.” 

“Ultimately, it is unclear wheth¬ 
er targeting drug labs through an 
aerial bombing campaign is cost- 
effective or strategically wise,” 
the watchdog’s report said, add¬ 
ing that if the strikes mistakenly 
caused civilian deaths, they could 
alienate rural populations and 


SEE FUTILE ON PAGE 8 
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Beloved Marine tradition 
to appear on new stage 



By Steve Hendrix 
The Washington Post 

For Gunnery Sgt. Aaron Calde¬ 
ron, a creature of habit in the way 
only a Marine drill master can 
be, this will be a summer of radi¬ 
cal change. 

For 70 years, the Sunset Pa¬ 
rade and Silent Drill he currently 
leads has been as predictable as 
a smartly executed “eyes right,” 
a fixture of summer Tuesdays 
at the Iwo Jima memorial near 
Arlington National Cemetery in 
Virginia. 

But starting Tuesday evening, 
during a planned refurbishment 
of what is formally known as the 
U.S. Marine Corps War Memo¬ 
rial, the ritual of precision and 
patriotism moved temporarily to 
a bigger stage, the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial. It promises to 
be a very different — and much 
bigger — venue. 

“This is going to be very new for 
everybody,” Calderon said. “Even 
the rehearsals have been drawing 
crowds of 500 or 600 people.” 

Those rehearsals have been, 
in good reveille fashion, in full 
swing by 7:30 in the morning. For 
the more civilian-timed evening 
performance, the Marines expect 
between 8,000 and 10,000 people 
to pack the memorial steps and 
the surrounding viewing areas. 
That would triple the typical 
crowd at the Iwo Jima memorial, 
which is more difficult to reach 
than a middle-of-the-Mall loca¬ 
tion teeming with tourists. 


“The bigger the crowd, the 
more people we can tell the Ma¬ 
rine Corps story to, the better,” 
said Calderon, 36, a Texan who, 
as Drill Master of Marine Bar¬ 
racks Washington, is in charge 
of the Corps’ grand ceremonial 
duties in the nation’s capital. 
His responsibilities include the 
most somber occasions: meet¬ 
ing Marines killed in action at 
Dover Air Force Base and pre¬ 
siding at funerals at Arlington. 
He also oversees “the President’s 
Own, Marine Band,” which has 
been hailing to chiefs since John 
Adams in 1801, greeting heads of 
state at the White House and vis¬ 
iting generals from other nations 
or branches of the military. 

Among his duties: the weekly 
Friday evening parade at the Ma¬ 
rine Barracks at 8th and I Streets 
in southeastern Washington and 
the Tuesday Sunset Parade at the 
Iwo Jima memorial, both show¬ 
cases of the Corps’ rich history 
of martial music and tight forma¬ 
tion marching. 

The hour-plus programs, still 
pulled from the 800-plus pages of 
the Marine Corps Drill and Cer¬ 
emonies Manual (which Calderon 
keeps as a PDF on his phone), put 
scores of Marines in full dress 
through a routine of mechanical 
synchronization, presenting, spin¬ 
ning and sometimes tossing their 
10-pound Ml Garand rifles with 
robotic correctness. It’s a display 
of training and discipline dating 
back to ancient armies that relied 


on absolute, coordinated respon¬ 
siveness to face their enemies 
from yards away. 

“Every thing we do has historic 
significance,” Calderone said. 

The Sunset Parade hasn’t 
changed much since it was begun 
in 1956, two years after the iconic 
Iwo Jima sculpture was dedicated 
by President Dwight Eisenhower. 
The Drum and Bugle Corps leads 
off, the battalion marches on, the 
bugle calls, bayonets are fixed. 
The colors are posted, the nation¬ 
al anthem is played, companies 
report, all snapping to the exact 
command. 

The highlight is the Silent 
Platoon, specially trained (and 
selected for height) units who 
execute impossibly complicated 
drills with no shouted orders. This 
year, 120 candidates began train¬ 
ing; only 17 newcomers made the 
squad. They practice for months 
with a broadcast metronome be¬ 
fore ever appearing in public. 
And while performances may be 
canceled for weather, once they 
begin, nothing can stop them. 

Corp. Ryan Watkins, 23, a No. 
1 rifle inspector for the Silent 
Platoon, remembers gusts of 
more than 30 mph at a California 
high school earlier this year that 
threatened, but never disturbed, 
their spinning weapons. “High 
winds can do weird things to the 
rifle in the air, but we take a lot of 
pride in not letting it bother us,” 
said the Grand Junction, Colo., 
native. “We want to show them 


exactly what the barracks and 
Marine Corps stands for — the 
pride, the esprit de corps, profes¬ 
sionalism and discipline.” 

The only things that concerns 
about the parade’s summer home 
is the hard surface of the plaza 
where they will be marching, 
which is much less forgiving than 
the lush grass of the Marine Me¬ 
morial. “Guns are made of wood, 
and wood can break,” Watkins 
said. “That will be on my mind a 
bit.” 

Calderon was in charge of pro¬ 
posing temporary venues for the 
parade during the Marine Corps 
memorial maintenance. Seeing 
the drill in the shadow of the Iwo 
Jima image was a must stop for 
many former Marines visiting 
Washington, but the brass knew 
that far more people would come 
across the ceremony in a more 
accessible location. 

His team considered the area 
in front of the Jefferson Memo¬ 
rial, as Thomas Jefferson was the 
president who selected the site of 
the Marine Barracks in 1801. That 
proved too small. A stretch of the 


Mall near the carousel promised 
to be too crowded. After Calderon 
spent several mornings in sweats 
with buds in his ears, marching 
out the exact routine by himself 
as puzzled tourists looked on, the 
Marines picked the plaza in front 
of the Lincoln Memorial. It’s al¬ 
ready proved a popular spot with 
early morning visitors to the Lin¬ 
coln, Vietnam, Korea and World 
War II memorials, many of them 
veterans. 

For the past 12 years. Staff Sgt. 
Codie Williams has been a bugler 
at the Barracks, the only Marine 
installation in the country where 
a live horn is still blown for the 
daily calls of reveille, church, 
chow, etc. The Dallas native 
knows that crowd on the Mall 
will hear her haunting rendition 
of taps on the soprano trumpet 
and will be taken back to their 
own service days, or will think of 
those they have lost. 

“Some of them will know some¬ 
one who was killed in action,” she 
said. “Being in this new place 
means that taps will reach more 
people.” 
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U.S. Marines and sailors from the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit carry out a simulated amphibious assault June 4 in Nemersita, Lithuania, during Baltic Operations, a major 
NATO exercise in the Baltic region designed to enhance national teamwork on land, air and sea. 



Michael H. LEHMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

The 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit prepares to launch amphibious assault vehicles from the well deck 
of the dock landing ship USS Oak Hill on June 5 during BALTOPS. 


Dengrier M. BAEz/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A team member from the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit explains 
the M4A1 carbine rifle to Romanian marines. 


fended off simulated attacks from 
smaller, faster vessels; teams 
practiced anti-submarine war¬ 
fare and mine countermeasures; 
Marines launched amphibious 
landings; and others simulated 
search-and-rescue operations for 


sailors and downed pilots. 

However, the “free play,” or 
unscripted parts of the exercise, 
intensified to better train navies 
to react to unanticipated tactics. 
The red teams, which play enemy 
combatants, had free rein to im¬ 


provise and attack. 

British Navy Lt. Lauren Weber 
said the boat she commands, the 
HMS Puncher, and four other 
small vessels comprised a red 
team that simulated assaults on 
warships from the U.S., Brit¬ 
ain, Denmark, Germany and 
Finland. 

They attacked the ships one at 
a time, using different tactics on 
each one, she said. 

In the first assault, they pre¬ 
tended to be a Greenpeace flotilla 
and then rushed the ship from 
every angle. 

“We generated chaos. It was 
mass confusion,” Weber said. 

Franchetti said BALTOPS re¬ 
mains an evolving exercise, with 
room for new elements. 

“It’s good to have this exercise 
that’s run for 46 years,” Franch¬ 
etti said. “Build capabilities, but 
also build relationships between 
the navies.” 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wyiandstripes 


Baltic exercise i 
strength with R 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

BORNHOLM, Denmark — 
Russia wasn’t invited to a 22-na¬ 
tion exercise aimed at deterring 
them, but the U.S. and NATO mil¬ 
itary planners of the event knew 
they’d be watching. 

The point of Baltic Operations 
2018 at the tactical level is train¬ 
ing, but at the strategic level, ana¬ 
lysts say it is a show of strength 
— and that means the allies want 
Russia’s full attention. 

The two-week exercise is sched¬ 
uled to end Friday after bringing 
together 5,000 servicemembers 
from 16 militaries, as well as six 
nations who observed or provided 
staff, for training operations on 
and around the Baltic Sea. 

“It sends a strong message of 
commitment to the stability and 
security of this region,” Vice Adm. 
Lisa Franchetti, 6th Fleet com¬ 
mander, told Stars and Stripes in 
Bornholm. “So on many levels it’s 
a very important exercise.” 

Several participating nations 
have been wary of Russia’s inten¬ 
tions since 2014, when it invaded 
and annexed Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula. 

NATO countries must strength¬ 
en their teamwork and resolve 
in exercises like this one as the 
Russian threat grows “more for¬ 
bidding,” said James Holmes, 
professor of strategy at the Naval 
War College. 

“Deterrence is the name of the 
game in our strategic competition 
with Russia, and alliances only 
deter if they display power and 
unity,” Holmes said. 

The exercise known as BAL¬ 
TOPS began in 1972 and has gone 
through considerable changes 
since the end of the Cold War and 
wavering relations with Russia. 

Russia participated in BAL¬ 
TOPS 19 times, Franchetti said. 


Michael H. LEHMAN/Courtesy of the U.S. 

Vice Adm. Lisa M. Franchetti, 

6th Fleet commander, speaks to 
the crew of the USS Oak Hill. 

but NATO rescinded the invitation 
after Russia annexed Crimea. 

“This year they (Russians) 
are uninvited observers at BAL¬ 
TOPS,” said Adm. James Foggo, 
U.S. Naval Forces Europe and Af¬ 
rica commander. 

The Baltic Sea poses many 
challenges — heavy ship traf¬ 
fic, inclement weather, murky 
water — that give visiting navies 
like those of the U.S. and Brit¬ 
ain a chance to learn from re¬ 
gional navies familiar with this 
sea, said British Rear Adm. Guy 
Robinson. 

“It’s a very busy and complex 
environment,” Robinson said. 
“The underwater conditions 
as well — whether it’s subma¬ 
rine warfare or mine warfare 
— they’re very challenging. [Re¬ 
gional navies] bring a lot of exper¬ 
tise for this very difficult place to 
conduct warfare.” 

This year’s event included sev¬ 
eral training mainstays. Warships 
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Scope; Messaging of 
exercises affects tensions 



The crews of U.S. Army MlAl Abrams tanks prepare for a live-fire 
exercise at the Rodriguez iive-fire compiex in South Korea in 2005 
as part of the Foai Eagie exercise. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The United States also canceled 
exercises in the early 1990s amid 
talks that led to the short-lived 
Agreed Framework. 

More recently, U.S. Forces 
Korea agreed to delay the start 
of springtime drills until after 
the Pyeongchang Olympics to 
facilitate the burgeoning peace 
process between North and South 
Korea. 

War games or exercises 

President Donald Trump re¬ 
jected the idea of a freeze early 
in his administration, insisting, 
as did his predecessors, that the 
U.S. would accept nothing less 
than complete, verifiable and ir¬ 
reversible denuclearization. 

In a shift, he reversed his stance 
after meeting North Korean lead¬ 
er Kim Jong Un on Tuesday in 
Singapore, the first-ever summit 
between the two countries who 
have been rivals since the 1950- 
53 Korean War ended in an armi¬ 
stice instead of a peace treaty. 

“We will be stopping the war 
games ... unless and until we see 
the future negotiation is not going 
along like it should,” Trump said, 
almost as an aside during a press 
conference. 

The president singled out su¬ 
personic bombers deployed from 
Guam in shows of force, which in¬ 
furiate the North. 

“We’ll be saving a tremendous 
amount of money. Plus, I think it’s 
very provocative,” he added. 

Trump also said he wanted to 
remove U.S. troops from the pen¬ 
insula “but that’s not part of the 
equation right now.” 

His use of terms like “war 
games” and calling them “pro¬ 
vocative” was itself a mqjor de¬ 
parture from the usually cautious 
military descriptions. 

Critics expressed concern that 
the president had made a key 
concession to the North — which 
considers the drills rehearsals for 
an invasion — while getting little 
in return. 

But many lawmakers and ex¬ 
perts said the impact of halting 
the exercises would depend on the 
scope. Trump didn’t elaborate on 
what he meant by “war games,” 
although the next set of drills was 
planned for August. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — Rep. Mac 
Thornberry, R-Texas, said 
Wednesday that the United States 
might suspend military exercises 
with South Korea during negotia¬ 
tions with the North’s Kim Jong 
Un over its nuclear weapons pro¬ 
gram, but the talks can’t involve 
removing U.S. troops from the 
Korean Peninsula. 

The comments by Thornberry, 
who is chairman of the House 
Armed Services Committee, 


Former Defense Secretary 
William Cohen said the annual 
exercises, which are considered 
a lynchpin of the U.S.-South Ko¬ 
rean alliance, are worth the cost. 

“To point out how expensive it 
is misses the point of what stra¬ 
tegic deterrence is and how it 
protects U.S. interests as well as 
those of South Korea,” he said on 
CNBC. 

Kim, the third leader in a fami¬ 
ly dynasty that has ruled the com¬ 
munist state since it was founded 
in 1948, has promised to stop in¬ 
tercontinental ballistic missile 
tests and to destroy the country’s 
main nuclear testing site. 

But the isolated country still 
has the components and facilities 
to make nuclear weapons and is 
believed to have dozens in its ar¬ 
senal already. 

It also has conventional artil¬ 
lery and more than 1 million 
troops poised across the heavily 
fortified border. 

Beyond the rhetoric 

Going beyond the rhetoric, the 
U.S.-South Korean military ex¬ 
ercises serve as much a practical 
purpose as a political one. They 
come in many forms, from desk¬ 
top simulations to battalion-size 
joint training and maneuvers in¬ 
volving thousands of troops, war¬ 
ships and fighter jets. 

The highest-profile drills hap¬ 
pen twice a year. 

Foal Eagle, a field exercise that 
often includes a Normandy-style 
Marine amphibious landing, and 
simultaneous computer-simulat¬ 
ed drills known as Key Resolve 
happen in the spring. 

Ulchi Freedom Guardian — 
another command-post exercise 
that involves more time staring 
at computer screens in bunkers 
than using weapons — is held in 
autumn. 

It’s the messaging that causes 
tensions to rise and fall. 

Last year, the North warned 
that the U.S. would face “merci¬ 
less retaliation” if it went through 
with Ulchi Freedom Guard¬ 
ian, which involved some 17,500 
American troops and 350,000 
South Koreans. 

U.S. and South Koreans lined 
up in front of a defensive Pa¬ 
triot missile launcher on Aug. 22 
to defend the exercises, which 


came a day after President Don¬ 
ald Trump made the announce¬ 
ment to halt U.S.-South Korea 
military exercises following his 
historic summit in Singapore with 
Kim. The meeting left some law¬ 
makers on Capitol Hill confused 
and opposed to the plan that ap¬ 
peared to have caught some U.S. 
and South Korean officials off 
guard. 

“My fundamental belief is that 
we must maintain and strength¬ 
en our military position partly 
because I think that aids nego¬ 
tiations, partly if negotiations go 


the allies insist are defensive in 
nature. 

“A strong diplomatic effort 
backed by a strong military ef¬ 
fort is key because credible com¬ 
bat power should be in support 
of diplomacy and not the other 
way around,” Adm. Harry Har¬ 
ris, then the head of U.S. Pacific 
Command, told reporters at Osan 
Air Base. 

Trump has nominated Har¬ 
ris to be the new ambassador to 
South Korea. 

Low profile 

U.S. and South Korean officials 
say they’re trying to keep a low 
profile and limit media coverage 
of training as the mood shifted 
this year with a flurry of diplo¬ 
macy that led to the summit. 

Advocates of suspending the 
exercises say it’s an easy way to 
maintain the momentum toward 
peace and point out the drills can 
be resumed at any time. 

Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo said Wednesday that Trump 
“made it very clear” to Kim that 
the freeze was contingent on con¬ 
tinued “productive, good-faith 
negotiations.” 

That didn’t stop the North from 
gloating, with its state-run news 
agency reporting that Kim said it 
was urgent to halt “irritating and 
hostile military actions against 
each other.” 

The Korean Central News 
Agency said Trump understood 
that and “expressed his intention 


sour, we are going to need it,” 
Thornberry told reporters about 
keeping U.S. troops on the Kore¬ 
an Peninsula. 

The congressman also said “the 
Pentagon is working through the 
details” of suspending the mili¬ 
tary exercises. 

The United States has about 
28,500 servicemembers in South 
Korea as part of the long-stand¬ 
ing alliance between the two 
countries that fought together 
in the Korean War, which lasted 
from 1950 to 1953. 

Trump has said he has no plans 


Suzanne M. DAv/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


to halt joint U.S.-South Korean 
military exercises.” 

The allies — who fought togeth¬ 
er in the 1950-53 Korean War 
— also conduct several smaller- 
scale drills on land, air and sea 
throughout the year. 

Commanders say that’s im¬ 
portant because the troops need 
to make sure systems work and 
practice working together to 
overcome obstacles such as lan¬ 
guage issues. 

“We exercise because — as any 
athlete or coach knows — the way 
we practice is the way we play,” 
William McKinney, a defense 
analyst and retired Army colonel, 
wrote in a commentary published 
on 38 North. “However, since war 
is not a game, the ‘practice’; that 
is, the exercise, becomes all that 
more important and necessary,” 
he added. 

McKinney said the freeze could 
be an important confidence¬ 
building measure. 

He argued that the allies could 
still conduct lower-level unilater¬ 
al and combined exercises “with 
a focus on high-level, decision¬ 
making” and no publicity. 

“Most US.-[South Korean] 
combined exercises are conduct¬ 
ed at the operational level and are 
designed to meet less strategic, 
high policy level needs,” he said. 

gam'erk]m@strlpes.com 

Twitter: @kimgamel 


to decrease the number of U.S. 
troops in the South as part of se¬ 
curity assurances for the North, 
but he left open the possibility 
that he will do so in the future. 

“The president’s unconvention¬ 
al rhetoric has been very help¬ 
ful in getting us to this place,” 
Thornberry said of Trump’s blus¬ 
ter before and after the summit. 
“He continues to have some un¬ 
conventional rhetoric... I’m not 
as concerned about what is said 
as what is done.” 

grisales.claudia@stripes.com 
Twitter: @cgrisales 


Report says 
Abe, Kim plan 
a meeting 

Stars and Stripes 

TOKYO — Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe and North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un could 
meet as early as August, accord¬ 
ing to a Japanese newspaper. 

Abe would travel to Pyongyang 
for the meeting, the Yomiuri news¬ 
paper reported on Thursday. 

A Japanese government official 
told Kyodo News that Kim had 
expressed an interest in a face- 
to-face meeting with Abe during 
his historic summit with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump on Tuesday 
in Singapore. 

Kyodo reported that the meet¬ 
ing could happen in the Russian 
city of Vladivostok during an an¬ 
nual economic forum that North 
Korea has already been invited to 
in September. 

Wherever and whenever it hap¬ 
pens, it would be the first high- 
level meeting between Japan and 
North Korea since 2004. 

Discussions between the two 
countries would undoubtedly 
include the status of Japanese 
nationals abducted by the North 
Koreans in the 1970s and 1980s. 
Abe has said that their return 
is of utmost importance to his 
administration. 

Japan will likely help pay for 
North Korean denuclearization 
but only if inspectors from the In¬ 
ternational Atomic Energy Agen¬ 
cy resume their work, according 
to a Japanese government spokes¬ 
man quoted by Reuters news 
agency on Wednesday. 
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N. Korea’s many nuke sites an obstacle for US 


By Joby Warrick 

The Washington Post 

The warheads — at least 20 in number, 
and perhaps as many as 60 — remain for 
now in their bunkers, somewhere in the 
rugged hills north of Pyongyang. Until 
today, there has been no public pledge from 
North Korea to dismantle them, or to allow 
inspectors to see them, or even to disclose 
where they are kept. 

Work continues daily in the country’s 
radiochemistry lab near Yongbyon, where 
plutonium for new bombs is extracted 
from spent fuel rods. Just across a small 
river from the lab, testing continues on a 
20-megawatt reactor capable of produc¬ 
ing nuclear fuel for scores of additional 
bombs. 

The facilities are among hundreds that 
exist across a North Korean weapons com¬ 
plex that has shown itself capable not only 
of making sophisticated nuclear and chem¬ 
ical weapons, but also of expertly hiding 
them from public view. It is why weapons 
experts around the world expressed aston¬ 
ishment Wednesday at President Donald 
Trump’s claim that the danger posed by 
Pyongyang’s decadeslong weapons build¬ 
up had been effectively eliminated — that 
there was, as Trump wrote in a Twitter 
posting, “no longer a nuclear threat from 
North Korea.” 

While the U.S.-North Korean summit 
may have lessened the immediate risk of 
a war, the elimination of the North Kore¬ 
an threat is at best a distant prospect, ac¬ 


cording to weapons experts and veterans 
of past negotiations with Pyongyang. Such 
an achievement would require difficult ne¬ 
gotiations, years of dismantling and verifi¬ 
cation and — perhaps most important — a 
profound change in the behavior of a state 
with a long history of cheating and decep¬ 
tion on its past commitments, analysts 
said. 

Hours after Trump’s declaration of vic¬ 
tory at the Singapore summit, some de¬ 
rided the notion of a suddenly defanged 
North Korea as naive and perhaps even 
delusional. 

“North Korea’s capabilities today are no 
different than they were a week ago,” said 
Robert Einhorn, a Brookings Institution 
scholar and formerly a State Department 
arms control official under Republican 
and Democratic administrations. Ein¬ 
horn, who sat across the table from North 
Korean negotiators during previous talks 
on restraining the country’s missiles pro¬ 
gram, said the elimination of the North 
Korean nuclear threat had occurred so far 
only within a “parallel universe” inside the 
president’s mind. 

“It is ludicrous that he doesn’t recognize 
the situation,” Einhorn said. “To him, some¬ 
how, not only have North Korea’s inten¬ 
tions changed, but its capabilities are going 
away. I think he’s naive on the intentions, 
and he’s wrong about the capabilities.” 

North Korea’s only public pledge so far 
regarding its nuclear arsenal is contained 
in a 19-word clause in the joint statement 
signed by leader Kim Jong Un during Tues¬ 


day’s summit with Trump. In it, Kim vowed 
to “work towards complete denucleariza¬ 
tion of the Korean Peninsula,” a promise 
nearly identical to one that North Korean 
leaders made during previous interna¬ 
tional negotiations going back to the early 
1990s. In that period, Pyongyang tested six 
nuclear devices and an even greater num¬ 
ber of long-range missile designs, some of 
them capable of delivering warheads to 
targets as far away as Washington. 

After Tuesday’s summit. North Korea’s 
state-run Korean Central News Agency 
said the country would “abide by the prin¬ 
ciple of step-by-step and simultaneous 
action” during talks aimed at achieving 
“peace, stability and denuclearization” of 
the entire Korean Peninsula. But the state¬ 
ment made no specific pledges about the 
destruction of existing weapons or the dis¬ 
mantling of the sprawling network of facto¬ 
ries and laboratories for making new ones. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, in a 
news conference in South Korea, acknowl¬ 
edged that disarming North Korea could 
take years to accomplish. But he said ne¬ 
gotiations to work out the details of the 
denuclearization program could begin 
as early as next week, and he hinted that 
some specifics had been agreed on, if not 
yet announced. 

“There was a great deal of work done 
that is beyond what was seen in the final 
document,” he said. 

But many steps must taken before — or 
at least in parallel with — any physical de¬ 
struction of bombs and missiles, weapons 


experts say. For starters, the hypersecre- 
tive North Korean government must pro¬ 
duce a verifiable inventory of what it has 
— from the nuclear reactors that can be 
seen easily on satellite images to the un¬ 
derground bunkers and tunnels where US. 
intelligence officials believe North Korea’s 
most advanced weapons and research fa¬ 
cilities are hidden. 

After that, the world’s most reclusive 
state must agree to allow hundreds of for¬ 
eign experts into the country to inspect 
each building and storage depot in the 
declared inventory, and at the same to in¬ 
vestigate dozens of suspicious sites that are 
not on the official list. 

Those steps, when completed, would set 
the stage for the actual dismantlement, an 
arduous and technically demanding pro¬ 
cess that various studies have projected 
could taken between two and 15 years. 
There are hundreds of known facilities 
related to nuclear and chemicals weapons 
and advanced missile systems, scattered 
across nearly two dozen sites in the moun¬ 
tainous country the size of Pennsylvania. 

While North Korean officials adopted 
a strikingly positive tone in the run-up to 
this week’s presidential summit, longtime 
North Korea observers have seen little evi¬ 
dence that Kim is preparing to take such 
dramatic steps. The only concrete moves 
toward disarmament were last month’s de¬ 
struction of the partially collapsed nuclear 
test site at Punggye-ri, and the apparent 
dismantling last week of one of the coun¬ 
try’s missile test stands. 
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Futenma move put 
off further over 
endangered coral 



A sailor prepares to shoot a target with a .50-caliber machine gun during a gunnery exercise with the 
Royal Thai Navy during Cooperation Afloat Readiness and Training 2017 in Thailand. 

Navy, Marine Corps begin this 
year’s CARAT drills in Thailand 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

The Navy and the Marine 
Corps have kicked off a series 
of bilateral exercises aimed at 
strengthening professional skills 
and building friendships with 
several Southeast Asian nations. 

The 24th annual Cooperation 
Afloat Readiness and Training, or 
CARAT, which began Wednesday 
in Thailand, also includes stops in 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Brunei and 
Bangladesh. Similar training also 
will occur with Vietnam and the 
Philippines. 

“The CARAT exercise series 
provides a unique and vital op¬ 
portunity for our navies to under¬ 
stand the challenges inherent in a 
complex maritime environment, 
and on how to work through them 
in a cooperative manner,” Capt. 
Lex Walker, commodore of De¬ 
stroyer Squadron 7, said in a Navy 


statement. 

The exercises, which will not 
run back to back, will continue 
throughout the summer, said 
7th Fleet spokesman Cmdr. Clay 
Doss. 

During CARAT’s Thailand leg, 
the Royal Thai Navy will par¬ 
ticipate in cooperative exercises 
at sea with the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Mustin, the ex¬ 
peditionary fast transport USNS 
Brunswick, the diving and sal¬ 
vage ship USNS Salvor and a P-8 
Poseidon maritime surveillance 
aircraft, the Navy said. On land. 
Marines will take part in jungle 
training and live-fire drills. 

“This CARAT exercise pro¬ 
vides valuable opportunities for 
our navies to learn from each 
other and increase our ability to 
work cooperatively together in 
a variety of realistic scenarios,” 
Capt. Thumrong Supunpong, 
commander of the Thai Navy ex¬ 


ercise task unit, said in the Navy 
statement. 

The Naval Mobile Construction 
Battalion 5 will work on construc¬ 
tion projects at a Thai school, 
while medical personnel, mine- 
countermeasure experts, diving 
and salvage crews and explosive 
ordnance disposal technicians 
give symposiums to “enhance the 
complexity and diversity of the 
training,” the Navy said. 

Walker said he looks forward to 
continuing CARAT exercises in 
the future. 

“Having been part of last 
year’s CARAT exercise, this year 
marks a significant growth in our 
collective ability to work together 
in even more sophisticated sce¬ 
narios, and I look forward to con¬ 
tinuing this effective engagement 
next year and beyond,” he said in 
the statement. 


doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitiinDoornbos 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND AyA IcHIHASHI 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 

— The start of landfill work for 
a new runway into Oura Bay at 
Camp Schwab will be delayed 
until Aug. 17 because of concerns 
about endangered species found 
at the site. 

The announcement regarding 
the cornerstone of Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma’s relocation 
to northern Okinawa was made 
Tuesday by officials from the 
Okinawa Defense Bureau, which 
is an arm of Japan’s Defense 
Ministry. 

An endangered type of coral 

— Porites okinawensis — was 
discovered at the site last July. It 
faces extinction and is on Japan’s 
Red List of Threatened Species, 
according to the country’s Min¬ 
istry of Environment. The delay 
will facilitate the use of an alter¬ 
native, environmentally friendly 
construction method to complete 
a seawall. That work is slated to 
begin by July. 

“I trust the construction will 
proceed with consideration to the 
environment,” Nago City Mayor 
Taketoyo Toguchi said, according 
to the Ryukyu Shimpo newspa¬ 
per. “It is not our interest to stop 
the construction.” 

The landfill is seen as the last 
mqjor hurdle in accomplishing 
the relocation, which will see 
Futenma eventually shuttered 
and air operations relocated to 
Schwab. The landfill work is ex¬ 
pected to be completed by March 
31,2020, a defense bureau spokes¬ 
man said. 

The relocation project is de¬ 
cades in the making. Its genesis 
can be traced to 1995 when two 
Marines and a sailor kidnapped 
and brutally raped a 12-year-old 


local girl. During mass protests 
that followed, Ginowan residents 
called for relocation of Futen¬ 
ma’s air operations out of safety 
concerns. 

The air station is in a densely 
populated urban area in the cen¬ 
ter of the tiny island prefecture. 

The move was agreed upon 
during bilateral negotiations in 
1996; however, some residents 
were angered a year later when 
it was decided that the air station 
would be kept within the south¬ 
ern island prefecture. It then was 
decided that a runway would be 
built at Camp Schwab on Okina¬ 
wa’s remote northern coast and 
that the base would be expanded 
to facilitate the move. 

Former Gov. Hirokazu Nakai- 
ma signed off on a permit to allow 
the landfill work in 2013. Con¬ 
struction began in August 2014. 

A couple of months later, anti¬ 
base Gov. Takeshi Onaga was 
elected on a platform that vowed 
to block the relocation and to 
banish MV-22 Ospreys from the 
island. 

Onaga has caused significant 
delays through two court chal¬ 
lenges — the most recent ending 
in March — but so far has been 
unsuccessful in stopping the 
relocation. 

Despite the setbacks, and with 
the project’s point of no return 
looming, Onaga remained defiant 
on Tuesday. 

“I most certainly will cancel 
the project,” he said at a news 
conference. 

Onaga faces re-election in 
November. He has been bat¬ 
tling pancreatic cancer in recent 
months, but has vowed to push 
forward with his opposition to the 
project. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 

ichihashi.aya@stripes.com 


Some grounded B-IB Lancers undergoing maintenance in Okla. 


By Darla Slipke 
The (Oklahoma City) Oklahoman 

Part of the B-IB bomber fleet recently 
grounded by the US. Air Force is under¬ 
going maintenance at Tinker Air Force 
Base. 

Last week, the commander of the Air 
Force Global Strike Command ordered a 
“safety stand down” of all B-IB Lancers 
after an emergency landing in Midland, 
Texas, in May prompted an investigation 
that revealed problems with the long-range 
bomber’s ejection seats. 

Linda Frost, deputy of media operations 
for Air Force Global Strike Command 
Public Affairs, said in an email Wednesday 
that the investigation is still ongoing and 
it’s too soon to determine a definitive time¬ 
line for how long the stand-down will last. 
However, she said, returning B-ls to flight 


is a top priority within the command. 

“As the issues are resolved, aircraft will 
return to flight,” Frost wrote. 

In 2016, after spending more than a de¬ 
cade prowling the skies above Southwest 
Asia, the Air Force announced it was pull¬ 
ing its fleet of more than 60 B-ls off the 
front lines and sending them to Tinker for 
much-needed upgrades. 

The Oklahoma City Air Logistics Com¬ 
plex will continue the programmed depot 
maintenance and modification of the B-1, 
Jerry Bryza, media relations chief for the 
72nd Air Base Wing Public Affairs, wrote 
in an email Wednesday. 

“We will comply with the safety stand 
down requirements and ensure each air¬ 
craft is inspected and deemed safe to re¬ 
turn to flight,” Bryza stated. 

He referred all other inquiries about 
the stand-down to Air Force Global Strike 


Command. 

Nicknamed “The Bone,” the B-IB Lanc¬ 
er is a highly versatile weapon system with 
a wingspan of 137 feet that can hit speeds 
of more than 900 mph, according to the Air 
Force. 

There are 62 B-lBs in the fleet. Frost 
said. In addition to Tinker, they are located 
at Dyess Air Force Base, Texas; Ellsworth 
Air Force Base, S.D.; Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nev; and Edwards Air Force Base, 
Calif, as well as overseas, she said. 

The number of planes at each site is not 
disclosed for security reasons. Frost said. 

Not all B-ls are affected by the ejection 
seat issue, and officials are still working 
to determine the aircraft that are affected 
based on specific lot numbers. Frost said. 

The week before the stand-down was an¬ 
nounced, a B-IB Lancer assigned to Dyess 
Air Force Base in Texas experienced a 


“minor in-flight emergency” shortly after 
taking off on June 1 from Hickam Air 
Force Base in Hawaii. However, Frost said 
that incident was not related to the stand- 
down. The crew returned safely to the base 
and the issue was resolved. Frost said. She 
said she could not release further details 
about that incident. 

The B-IA initially was developed in the 
1970s as a replacement for the B-52. Four 
prototypes were developed and tested in 
the mid-’70s, but the program was can¬ 
celed before going into production, accord¬ 
ing to the Air Force. In 1981, the Reagan 
administration authorized the improved 
B-IB. 

The B-IB Lancer has served the Air 
Force since 1985. It was first used in com¬ 
bat during Operation Desert Fox in 1998 
and has been used in other operations 
since. 
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Chemical weapon destruction resumes in Colo. 


By Dan Elliott 

Associated Press 

DENVER — The U.S. Army 
resumed destroying obsolete 
chemical weapons at a Colorado 
depot after a nine-month shut¬ 
down for repairs, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The highly automated, $4.5 bil¬ 
lion plant at the Pueblo Chemical 
Depot began a gradual restart 
this week. It could take 60 days to 
return to full operation, site man¬ 
ager Greg Mohrman said. 

“It’s going to be a very method¬ 
ical process, like when we origi¬ 
nally started the plant, to make 
sure both people and equipment 
are prepared to move up the pro¬ 
duction rate,” he said. 

The plant is destroying 780,000 
decades-old shells containing 
2,500 U.S. tons of mustard agent. 
Although it’s often called a gas, 
the chemical is a liquid under 
most conditions. 

Mustard agent blisters skin, 
scars eyes and inflames airways. 
It first was used in World War I, 


and international monitors ac¬ 
cused Islamic State of using it as 
recently as 2016. 

The U.S. agreed to eliminate 
its mustard agent and all other 
chemical weapons under an in¬ 
ternational treaty. 

The Pueblo plant uses robots to 
disassemble the shells and water 
to neutralize the mustard agent. 
Microbes digest and convert the 
remaining chemicals, and the 
outcome is a dry “salt cake” that 
can be disposed of at a hazardous 
waste dump. 

The plant began operating in 
2016 but has experienced a series 
of problems, including a leak in 
a storage tank, a tear in a spill- 
containment liner at another tank 
and vibration in pipes that threat¬ 
ened to damage pumps. Most 
operations stopped in September 
after more than 43,000 shells had 
been eliminated. 

Some of the repairs required 
extensive engineering, Mohrman 
said. After tests, destruction work 
restarted Monday. 

“This is a great day for us out 


Michigan principal 
apologizes for Marine 
uniform comments 


Associated Press 

MARSHALL, Mich. — A high 
school principal in southern Mich¬ 
igan has apologized to two gradu¬ 
ates whom he had chastised for 
wearing their Marine dress uni¬ 
forms during commencement. 

Marshall High School Prin¬ 
cipal Scott Hutchins apologized 
Monday for his comments re¬ 
garding the two students’ decision 
not to wear their caps and gowns 
on June 3, the Battle Creek En¬ 
quirer reported. School officials 
had told the two students ahead 
of commencement that excep¬ 
tions wouldn’t be made to a policy 
requiring each graduate to wear 
a cap and gown. Superintendent 
Randy Davis said. 

Hutchins pulled aside Pfc. 
Willie Couch and Pfc. Samuel 
Hackworth at the ceremony, ac¬ 
cording to a statement released 
by Davis the day after gradua¬ 
tion. Hutchins thanked them for 
their service but told them, “I 
do not feel you acted honorably 
today by not following our rules,” 
the statement said. 

“It was never my intent to offend 


or upset anyone or to do something 
that may have tarnished the mem¬ 
ory of an amazing commencement 
ceremony, and I am sorry for any 
distress I have caused these two 
young men and their famihes,” 
Hutchins said Monday. 

“I have never referred to any 
member of our Armed Forces 
as dishonorable or said that 
they brought dishonor to their 
branch of the military, because 
I understand the implications of 
that word to our brave men and 
women that serve,” the principal 
went on to add. 

A school board member, whom 
the superintendent didn’t identify, 
also expressed disappointment to 
Couch and Hackworth. 

According to Davis, Hutchins 
had offered to provide red, white 
and blue cords for the Marines to 
wear at graduation and the dis¬ 
trict also had offered to make a 
special mention of their military 
service in the graduation pro¬ 
gram and when their names were 
called to accept diplomas. How¬ 
ever, the families declined all of 
the offerings, he said. 


Senator: Chinese hack 
of contractor ‘serious’ 

NEWPORT, R.I. — A Rhode 
Island senator is describing the 
case of a Chinese government 
hack into a Newport Naval Sta¬ 
tion as “very serious.” 

Democratic U.S. Senator Jack 
Reed said Monday he spoke with 
the Navy’s top officer after last 
week’s report that the Chinese 
government hacked a contractor 


who works with one of the naval 
station’s operations. 

WPRI-TV reported hackers 
stole massive amounts of sensitive 
data related to undersea warfare, 
including secret plans to develop 
a supersonic anti-ship missile for 
U.S submarines. 

Investigators are blaming 
the Chinese Ministry of State 
Security. 

From The Associated Press 


here,” he said. 

The Army is still working on 
a solution to a separate problem: 
rust and solids contaminating 
the mustard agent in some of the 
shells. 

The rust clogs pipes and strain¬ 
ers, and officials worry it will 
make it difficult for the robotic 
equipment to open the shells 
cleanly. Workers have to don pro¬ 
tective suits and enter toxic areas 
to fix the equipment, increasing 
their risk of exposure. 

Officials said they expected 
some contamination but not as 
much as they found. 

The Army announced in March 
it wants to buy two closed detona¬ 
tion chambers, costing about $30 
million each, to destroy 97,000 
shells most likely to have excess 
rust and debris. 



Brennan Linsley/AP 


A remotely controlled robot handles an inert simulated chemical 
munition during training at the Pueblo Chemical Depot in southern 
Colorado in January 2015. 
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Turkish, US officials agree on plan for Manbij 


Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey’s military 
said Thursday that Turkish and U.S. offi¬ 
cials, meeting in Germany, have reached 
an agreement on a plan for the strategic 
Syrian town of Manbij that was a source of 
tension between the NATO allies. 

A military statement said Turkish and 
U.S. military officials met at the U.S. Euro¬ 
pean Command headquarters in Stuttgart 
on June 12 and 13 and reached an agree¬ 


ment on a “Manbij Implementation Plan.” 
It said the plan would be discussed by se¬ 
nior officials from the two countries but 
provided no details. 

Turkey and the U.S. have offered dif¬ 
fering descriptions of their road map for 
Manbij, but a U.S.-backed Kurdish mili¬ 
tia group is expected to retreat to the east 
of the Euphrates River, meeting a long¬ 
standing Turkish demand. 

Turkey repeatedly has called on the U.S. 
to stop backing the Syrian Kurdish People’s 


Protection Units, or YPG, which it consid¬ 
ers terrorists and an extension of a Kurd¬ 
ish insurgency within its own borders. 

The U.S.-backed force has been instru¬ 
mental in fighting Islamic State and push¬ 
ing it out of northern Syria, including in 
Manbij. 

The agreement came as an international 
human rights group said Turkey-backed 
Syrian opposition fighters have seized, 
looted and destroyed property of Kurdish 
civilians in the northern region of Afrin. 


Human Rights Watch said the rebels 
have installed fighters and their families in 
residents’ homes and destroyed and looted 
civilian properties without compensating 
the owners. 

Priyanka Motaparthy, acting emergen¬ 
cies director at Human Rights Watch, was 
quoted in the report as saying that “destroy¬ 
ing or moving into the property of people 
who have had to flee the fighting is not what 
the Free Syrian Army fighters should be 
doing when they move into an area.” 


Futile: SIGAR says data on 
anti-narcotics push ‘spell failure' 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

could strengthen the insurgency. 

No program initiated by the 
U.S. has resulted in a lasting re¬ 
duction in poppy cultivation or 
opium production, the report 
said. 

When the U.S. and its allies in¬ 
tervened in Afghanistan in late 
2001, poppy cultivation was at a 
historic low. Last year, cultiva¬ 
tion jumped by 63 percent from 
the year before to a record high 
of about 1,265 square miles, or 
more than 20 times the land area 
of Washington, according to the 
United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime. The country current¬ 
ly produces about 90 percent of 
the world’s illicit opium. 

“To put it bluntly, these num¬ 
bers spell failure,” SIGAR boss 
John Sopko said Thursday at the 
report’s launch at the Washington- 
based think tank New America. 
“We must do a better job if we 
want to mitigate the ways that the 
drug trade undermines our goals 
in Afghanistan.” 

Not only has the US.’ counter¬ 
narcotics work been expensive 
— costing $8.6 billion between 
2002 and 2017 — many Ameri¬ 
can troops, contractors and Af¬ 
ghan civilians have been killed or 
wounded in related missions, the 
report said. 

Land controlled or contested 
by the Taliban, like that used for 
poppy cultivation, has reached an 
all-time high since 2001, accord¬ 
ing to official figures. The insur¬ 
gents are now said to control or 
contest about 44 percent of the 
country’s 407 districts. 

“It is simply unrealistic to ex¬ 
pect significant progress from 
counternarcotics efforts without 
being able to exert reasonable and 
persistent levels of control over 
land area and transport routes,” 
Sopko said. 

US. Forces-Afghanistan has 
said the purpose of the strikes 
is to cut off Taliban revenue, not 
fight the drug trade itself 

Those attacks have included 
American B-52 and F-22 aircraft 
and Afghan A-29s, as well as high- 
mobility artillery rocket systems, 
aircraft carrier-based F/A-18s, 
aircraft for inflight refueling and 
joint surveillance radar systems. 

“Operating these aircraft costs 
anywhere from $9,798 per hour 
for an F/A-18 to $35,294 per hour 
for an F-22,” SIGAR said. “De¬ 
stroyed labs, on the other hand, 
are quickly and easily replaced 


Details from report 

Here are details from 
“Counternarcotics: Lessons 
from the U.S. Experience in 
Afghanistan”: 

■ The record 2017 opium 
crop could support produc¬ 
tion of up to 900 tons of ex¬ 
port-quality heroin. 

■ The value of 2017’s 
opium output was $4.1 bil¬ 
lion to $6.6 billion, or equiv¬ 
alent to 20 to 32 percent of 
Afghanistan’s entire gross 
domestic product. 

■ Opium poppy pro¬ 
duction may provide the 
equivalent of up to 590,000 
full-time jobs—a number 
substantially higher than 
the entire strength of the 
Afghan army and police 
forces. 

For a condensed, interac¬ 
tive version of the report: 
go to https://www.sigar.mil/ 
interactive-reports/coun- 
temarcotics/index.html. 


with minimal cost.” 

USFOR-A estimates that 20 
percent of total narcotics revenue 
ends up in Taliban hands. 

SIGAR said better intelligence 
is needed to disrupt financial 
flows to insurgent and terrorist 
groups. The watchdog called on 
the US. director of national intel¬ 
ligence to annually assess fund¬ 
ing obtained by the insurgency 
from the drug trade, which would 
help to develop better polices to 
cut off the financing. 

The SIGAR report said a new 
U.S. counternarcotics strategy 
should include promoting legal 
work options for rural commu¬ 
nities and fighting drug-related 
corruption within the Afghan 
government. 

It also recommended eradi¬ 
cation efforts be focused in 
government-controlled areas to 
increase the likelihood of lasting 
reductions in poppy cultivation 
and to reduce the risk of alienat¬ 
ing rural communities. 

“The findings of today’s report 
may be a bit depressing,” Sopko 
said Thursday, “but in the long 
run, we need to face the facts and 
build upon them to improve the 
future.” 

welllman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwweliman 



Photos by Rahmat Gul/AP 

Afghan president pardons prisoners 


Above: Afghan prisoners 
perform ablutions for prayer 
Thursday ahead of their release 
from Pul-e-Charkhi prison in 
Kabul, Afghanistan. 

Right: A^han prisoners put on 
turbans before their release 
from the prison Thursday. 
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani 
pardoned 185 prisoners loyal to 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, a former 
warlord and U.S.-declared 
terrorist who signed a peace 
agreement with Kabul in 2016. 
The deal gave Hekmatyar and 
his followers immunity for past 
actions and granted them ^11 
political rights. 



Army’s birthday marked in Kabul with feast 


By Chad Garland 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The 
dining facility at NATO’s Reso¬ 
lute Support helped celebrate the 
Army’s 243rd birthday Thursday 
by dishing up an “all-American 
lunch” of prime rib, crab legs, 
baked potatoes, shrimp scampi 
and a massive sheet cake. 

Deployed soldiers of the Puerto 
Rico Army National Guard’s 191st 
Regional Support Group Forward 
cut the first slice during a tradi¬ 
tional cake-cutting ceremony. 

Per tradition, the unit’s young¬ 
est and oldest soldiers — Cpl. 


Ruby Cruz Quinones, 24, and 
Lt. Col. Norberto Torres, 55 — 
helped cut the cake with a saber. 
Col. Ruben Bermudez, the unit’s 
top officer, and its top enlisted 
soldier. Command Sgt. M^. An¬ 
dres Ruiz, also helped wield the 
sword used to dice up the dessert. 
After Lt. Col. Dwayne Keener, the 
chaplain, gave an invocation, the 
soldiers sang “The Army Goes 
Rolling Along.” 

The cake-cutting tradition is 
a reminder of the generations 
of soldiers who have served to 
make America stronger, Bermu¬ 
dez said, noting that the Army 
was founded in 1775, more than 


a year before the Declaration of 
Independence was signed. 

As the Forward Support Bat¬ 
talion, the Fort Allen, Puerto 
Rico-based unit helps run the 
dining facility and water purifi¬ 
cation, base security and morale 
programs at the Kabul headquar¬ 
ters. Bermudez said some of the 
35 members of the Puerto Rico- 
based unit deployed here despite 
having lost everything in Hurri¬ 
cane Maria last fall. 

“This is a service-oriented 
organization,” Bermudez said. 
“We’re here to serve others.” 


garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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USAF officer 
who vanished 
worked for 
Calif, colleges 


Associated Press 


OAKLAND, Calif. — An Air 
Force officer with top security 
clearance who vanished 35 years 
ago and was arrested in Califor¬ 
nia last week worked for years 
as a consultant for the University 
of California system, former col¬ 
leagues said. 

University system colleagues 
knew William Howard Hughes 
Jr. as a personable, brainy num¬ 
ber cruncher for the system’s vast 
health benefits program, the San 
Francisco Chronicle reported 
Wednesday. 

The Air Force Office of Spe¬ 
cial Investigations said Hughes 
was charged with desertion and 
is being held at Travis Air Force 
Base, Calif They said he was 
living under the name Barry 
O’Beirne. 

Official records show that 



O’Beime 
used Timo¬ 
thy as a mid- 
I die name. 
“This just 
floors m( 
Judy Boyette 
said, a San 
Francisco 
attorney 
who signed 
O’Beime’s 
’ consulting 
contracts 
f - when she 
ran human 
resources 
and benefits 

J at UC more 
than a de- 
cade ago. 
Looking at 
a photo of 
her former 
Hughes today colleague 

in custody, 
Boyette was stunned. “My gosh, 
that’s Tim! Oh, my word. That 
is unbelievable. But that’s him! 
Wow.” 

Boyette and other University 
of California system colleagues 
said they knew him as a cheerful 
health benefits actuary and con¬ 
sultant for Deloitte in San Fran¬ 
cisco who was contracted to work 
in the office of the system’s presi¬ 
dent during the mid-2000s. 

They described him as smart, 
articulate, kind and very likable. 

Stephanie Rosh, a retired insur¬ 
ance manager at UC, worked with 
O’Beirne for years. She called 
him a leader and considered him 
a friend. 

“He is very smart,” she said. 
“Always had a wry sense of 
humor. Always joking.” And when 
the staff was tired, “he might take 
the whole team out after work. A 
team player.” 

Neighbors in Daly City, Calif, 
also knew him as “Tim” and de¬ 
scribed him as a quiet man who 
kept to himself but was always 
pleasant and never left the house 
without wearing his San Francis¬ 
co Giants cap. 

Hughes was apprehended after 
a passport fraud investigation, 
the Air Force Office of Special 
Investigations said. 


Year after shooting, back in the game 

Wounded House whip, GOP lawmakers defend guns as annual baseball match nears 


By Matthew Daly 
AND Laurie Kellman 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — In the year 
since House Majority Whip Steve 
Scalise and others were shot at a 
congressional baseball practice, 
mass shootings have occurred 
at a Texas church, a Las Vegas 
music festival and high schools 
in Parkland, Fla., and Santa Fe, 
Texas. 

Ohio Rep. Brad Wenstrup, a 
doctor who helped save Scalise’s 
life last June, has watched those 
attacks unfold with the acute sen¬ 
sitivity of a mass shooting sur¬ 
vivor. Each shooting is jarring, 
says Wenstrup — he calls the 
Parkland shooting in particular 
sickening — but his views on gun 
control have not changed. 

“If not for a gun — two guns re¬ 
ally — being used on our side” by 
two Capitol Police officers at the 
GOP practice, “you might have 
seen 20 dead people,” Wenstrup 
said. “That tells you where I’m 
coming from.” 

That sentiment is widespread 
among Republicans, who say 
the attack has only strengthened 
their commitment to protecting 
gun rights. The attack one year 
ago gives special weight to the 
annual game Thursday night at 
Nationals Park, where Republi¬ 
cans and Democrats are gather¬ 
ing for the competition that dates 
to 1909. 

Rep. Roger Williams, of Texas, 
who is coaching the Republican 
team, said he personally asked 
President Donald Trump to at¬ 
tend the game, and Trump re¬ 
plied that he’d be there. Williams 
said he didn’t know if Trump 
was actually attending, and the 
White House wasn’t saying late 


Wednesday. 

Scalise, of 
Louisiana, 
suffered 
life-threat¬ 
ening inju¬ 
ries in the 
June 2017 
shooting but 
returned to 
work last 
fall. He said 
the shooting 
“deepened my appreciation for 
the Second Amendment because 
it was people with guns who saved 
my life and every other member 
out there.” 

If Capitol Police officers David 
Bailey and Crystal Griner had 
not been there with guns to coun¬ 
ter the shooter, “then there would 
have been nobody to take him 
down and he would have just been 
able to come and pick us apart,” 
Scalise said in a brief interview 
this week. 

He said he’ll be wearing a Cap¬ 
itol Police baseball cap in their 
honor Thursday night. 

As he and other lawmakers 
prepare for the annual congres¬ 
sional baseball game Thursday 
— the anniversary of the shoot¬ 
ing — Scalise said he’s comfort¬ 
able with the actions Congress 
has taken on gun safety, includ¬ 
ing measures to strengthen the 
federal background check system 
for gun purchases and improve 
school safety. 

Scalise said he sees no need to 
go further. 

“Taking away the rights of law- 
abiding citizens is not the answer. 
Again, it was law-abiding citizens 
with guns that saved my life and 
many others,” he said. 

Wenstrup, a former Army com¬ 
bat surgeon in Iraq, said he wants 


to approach gun violence as a 
health care issue, particularly 
mental health. 

“We need to address homicide 
in America and what’s driving it, 
and certainly gun violence is a 
part of that,” he said in an inter¬ 
view. “I think every school, every 
place where people gather, has to 
take a look at their security.” 

Rep. Chuck Fleischmann, 
R-Tenn., who was on the field 
during the shooting, said it rein¬ 
forced his view that officials need 
to combat violence in all forms, 
whether it is someone with a gun, 
knife or bomb. 

“Many times it’s mental ill¬ 
ness,” Fleischmann said, adding 
that the FBI told lawmakers in a 
closed-door briefing that the gun¬ 
man was intent on “suicide by 
cop.” 

“Unfortunately, he targeted 
us,” Fleischmann said of the gun¬ 
man, who was killed in a shootout 
with police. 

Williams said the shooting 
“changed everybody’s life,” in¬ 
cluding his. He sprained his 
ankle trying to get away from the 
shooter, and his aide Zack Barth 
was among those wounded. 

“It just reminded me that God’s 
in control and how fleeting life 
is,” Williams said. “And what’s 
important and what’s not impor¬ 
tant. And how divided our coun¬ 
try is politically, when somebody 
would do that.” 

Williams said he relates to what 
the mass shooting victims in Las 
Vegas and elsewhere are feeling. 

“I won’t lose that sound in my 
mind” of bullets flying from pine 
trees near the field, he said. “You 
don’t forget it. ... I’m a Second 
Amendment guy. I’m a lifetime 
member of the NR A. I’m a Texan, 
and I grew up with guns.” 


The shooting “doesn’t change 
my mind. It just reminds me how 
important it is to reach out to 
those that would wake up think¬ 
ing, T’m going to kill somebody,”’ 
Williams said. 

But there was at least one law¬ 
maker on the field that day who 
said the Alexandria, Va., shooting 
has affected the way he thinks 
about gun policy. 

“It’s moved me,” said Sen. Jeff 
Flake, R-Ariz., who is retiring 
after this year. 

He said he now supports re¬ 
strictions on high-capacity mag¬ 
azines, for instance, “but that 
hasn’t come up” in debate. Still, 
“there’s been a shift” for him per¬ 
sonally, he said. 

Meanwhile, Scalise, who has 
been walking with crutches or a 
cane, said that despite his physi¬ 
cal limitations, he is starting at 
second base, which “tells you how 
bad the talent level is.” 

“I can field balls and still make 
the throw at first,” he told Fox 
News Channel. 

“Being able to walk out onto 
that field again on Thursday 
night with my uniform is going to 
be a special, special moment,” he 
said. 

The GOP team held an initial 
practice this year at the field in 
Alexandria where the shooting 
occurred but has since moved to a 
separate field in Washington with 
increased security. 

The additional security “makes 
us feel great and more secure,” 
Fleischmann said, “but I hope 
and pray we can get to a time and 
place where we can go to a ball 
field and feel safe again. That’s 
the America I grew up in, and I 
hope we can get back to that.” 



Scalise 


2 gamers plead not guilty in ‘swatting’ death 


By Roxana Hegeman 
Associated Press 

WICHITA, Kan. — Two on¬ 
line gamers whose dispute over 
a $1.50 “Call of Duty: WWII” 
video game bet allegedly led po¬ 
lice to fatally shoot a Kansas man 
pleaded not guilty Wednesday to 
charges in a “swatting” case that 
drew national attention. 

Casey Viner, 18, of North Col¬ 
lege Hill, Ohio, and Shane Gas- 
kill, 19, of Wichita, are charged 
with conspiracy to obstruct jus¬ 
tice, wire fraud and other counts. 

Viner allegedly became upset 
at Gaskill while playing the popu¬ 
lar online game. Authorities say 
he then asked Tyler Barriss, 25, 
of Los Angeles to “swat” Gaskill 
at an address that Gaskill had 
previously provided him. Swat¬ 
ting is a form of retaliation some¬ 
times used by gamers, who call 
police and make a false report to 
send first responders to an online 
opponent’s address. 

Barriss is accused of calling 
Wichita police from Los Angeles 


on Dec. 28 to report a shooting 
and kidnapping at a Wichita ad¬ 
dress. Authorities say Barriss re¬ 
searched the address Viner had 
given him for Gaskill and veri¬ 
fied it was a home. When Gaskill 
noticed Barriss was following 
him on Twitter, he began com¬ 
municating with Barriss through 
direct messages in which he also 
gave him that same old address 
and dared him to swat him. 

“Please try some s—. I’ll be 
waiting,” Gaskill wrote in the 
direct messages cited in the 
indictment. 

A police officer responding to 
the call fatally shot the new resi¬ 
dent, Andrew Finch, 28, after he 
opened the door. 

Defense attorneys for Viner and 
Barriss declined to comment, and 
the attorney for Gaskill did not 
immediately respond to an email. 

Viner and Gaskill have not been 
arrested and both were instead 
issued a summons to appear at 
Wednesday’s hearing. They re¬ 
main free on a $10,000 bond each 
and were ordered to find a job 


and not to 
play online 
video games 
or have con¬ 
tact with 
witnesses. 

The in¬ 
dictment 
detailed 
an outgo¬ 
ing iMes- 
sage sent Viner 

from Viner’s 

phone in which Viner allegedly 
wrote: “I was involved in some¬ 
one’s death ... I got pissed off at 
him he got pissed at me .. he gave 
me his address and said pull up 
and I said I won’t be the one pull¬ 
ing up you’re getting swatted.” 

The two men will be living with 
their parents pending trial, and 
the judge also forbade them from 
keeping firearms in the house¬ 
hold. He made an exception to the 
gun restriction for Viner’s father, 
who is a law enforcement officer. 

Barriss and Viner face federal 
charges of conspiracy to make 


false reports. 
Barriss also 
is charged 
with making 
false reports 
and hoaxes, 
cyberstalk- 
ing, making 
interstate 
threats, mak¬ 
ing inter- 
Gaskill state threats 

to harm by 
fire and wire fraud. He was not in 
court Wednesday. 

Prosecutors say the most seri¬ 
ous charge of making a hoax call 
carries a potential life sentence 
because it resulted in a death, and 
some of the other charges carry 
sentences of up to 20 years. 

A first court appearance on the 
federal charges has not been set 
for Barriss because the Sedgwick 
County district attorney is going 
forward first with his case on the 
state charges, said Jim Cross, 
spokesman for the US. attorney’s 
office in Kansas. 
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GOP proposals 
for immigration 
mirror Trump's 



Andrew Whitaker, The (Charleston. S.C.) Post And Courier/AP 


State Rep. Katie Arrington hugs supporters after she defeated incumbent U.S. Rep. Mark Sanford on 
Tuesday. Sanford’s loss was attributed in part to his criticism of President Donald Trump. 

‘Was I Trump enough?’ GOP 
sees cautionary tale in votes 


By Lisa Mascaro 
AND Alan Fram 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — House Re¬ 
publican leaders are trying to 
craft legislation on immigration 
issues that have stalled in Con¬ 
gress for years, the outcome of a 
truce between the party’s conser¬ 
vative and moderate factions. 

The measure is a work in prog¬ 
ress, though leaders hope to un¬ 
veil it soon. So far, it’s hewing 
close enough to President Donald 
Trump’s immigration agenda 
that Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
says the president is supportive of 
the approach. 

Here are some of the proposals 
being considered, according to 
public comments by lawmakers 
and information from GOP aides 
who discussed the private talks 
on condition of anonymity: 

■ New merit-based visa cat¬ 
egory. Republicans are consid¬ 
ering a new merit-based visa 
category that would assign points 
to applicants based on various 
factors, such as education or mili¬ 
tary service. It would be available 
to the so-called “Dreamers” as 
well as other immigrants. 

The Dreamers number up to 
1.8 million young people living in 
the U.S. illegally since childhood. 
Some 700,000 participate in the 
Obama-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, or 
DACA. Those who don’t partici¬ 
pate in the program never signed 
up for DACA or didn’t qualify at 
the time because of their age or 
other factors, including when 
they arrived in the U.S. 

The new merit-based visas 
would be valid for several years, 
and if immigrants remain in 
good standing they could even¬ 
tually gain permanent legal sta¬ 


tus through a green card. As in 
the current system, those with 
green cards can become eligible 
to apply for citizenship. The path 
would take about 10 years, one 
GOP aide said. 

■ New restrictions on legal 
immigration. To make up for the 
increased number of immigrants 
through the new merit system, 
there would be new restrictions 
on legal immigration. Among 
them would be an end to the di¬ 
versity visa lottery, which now 
allows some 50,000 immigrants 
a year to gain legal status, many 
of them coming from nations in 
Africa. There would also be new 
limits on visas for extended fam¬ 
ily members, including siblings 
and adult children of new immi¬ 
grants, the aide said. 

■ Total funding for border 
wall. The full $25 billion Trump 
has sought for the border wall 
with Mexico, with all the money 
provided up front rather than 
doled out over several years. 

■ Preventing family sepa¬ 
rations at border. Lawmakers 
are considering ways to prevent 
family separations, which have 
increased during the Trump ad¬ 
ministration. It is unclear what 
approach the legislation will 
take. 

One idea is to revisit longstand¬ 
ing rules under the so-called 
Flores agreement, a decades-old 
legal settlement that prevents 
children who enter the country il¬ 
legally from being held in custody 
for long periods. Critics say that 
leaves few options but to separate 
families as parents are being de¬ 
tained. The White House wants to 
change the rules. But advocates 
for immigrants have warned 
against simply allowing longer 
detentions for the kids. 


By Lisa Mascaro 
AND Meg Kinnard 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Don’t cross 
President Donald Trump. 

That’s the lesson many Repub¬ 
licans are drawing from Rep. 
Mark Sanford’s surprise defeat 
Tuesday in his primary election 
in South Carolina. The victor, 
state Rep. Katie Arrington, re¬ 
peatedly highlighted Sanford’s 
criticism of the president. 

The outcome is a cautionary 
tale for Republicans in Congress 
who try to work with Trump 
while also maintaining their in¬ 
dependence. One wrong turn 
— or in Sanford’s case, many — 
and they could face the wrath of 
a president who is quick to attack 
detractors as enemies, even in his 
own party. 

“That’s ultimately what the race 
devolved down to, which was, was 
I Trump enough?” Sanford told 
reporters on Capitol Hill. 

“It’s a very tribal environment 


right now,” he said. “Are you for 
or against Trump?” 

He said he hoped his defeat 
would not dissuade other mem¬ 
bers from speaking out against 
Trump. Agreeing to disagree is 
“a sign of health in our political 
system.” 

Sanford is the second incum¬ 
bent House Republican to lose 
a primary this year, though the 
defeat of Rep. Robert Pittenger 
in North Carolina came de¬ 
spite his staunch support for the 
president. 

Still, Sanford is only the lat¬ 
est casualty in the intra-party 
conflict that has roiled the GOP 
in the Trump era. Trump is 
known to remember slights from 
lawmakers. 

Rep. Martha Roby, for exam¬ 
ple, was forced into a runoff last 
week in Alabama after her oppo¬ 
nents seized on her own rift with 
the president. 

In 2016, after the release of a 
tape in which candidate Trump 
bragged about grabbing women. 


Roby said she wouldn’t vote for 
him for president. 

Recent results have a message, 
said Rep. Barry Loudermilk in 
neighboring Georgia. Be a team 
player or Trump will support 
someone who will be. 

“It doesn’t make me nervous, 
but it probably gives pause to 
some who want to openly criticize 
the president,” he said. 

Trump celebrated Sanford’s 
defeat on Twitter, claiming suc¬ 
cess in ousting a foe. In a highly 
unusual move for a president, he 
had tweeted an endorsement of 
Arrington on Tuesday afternoon 
when polls were still open in 
South Carolina. 

The transformation of the GOP 
under Trump makes some law¬ 
makers uneasy. 

It’s “becoming a cultish thing, 
isn’t it?” said retiring Sen. Bob 
Corker of Tennessee, who has an 
on-off relationship with Trump. 
“And it’s not a good place for any 
party to end up with a cult-like 
situation.” 


Nev. GOP split over brothel owner after his election victory 



David Montero, Los Angeles Times/AP 


Nevada brothel owner Dennis Hof, 
second from right, celebrates on Tuesday 
after winning the primary election in 
Pahrump, Nev. At left is former madam 
and realHy TV personality Heidi Fleiss. 


Associated Press 

RENO, Nev. — Nevada brothel owner 
Dennis Hof said the “estabhshment got 
crushed” when he knocked off an incumbent 
Repubhcan in a state legislative primary. 

But now the flamboyant pimp who 
starred on the HBO adult reality series 
“Cathouse” is being shunned by some of 
that GOP establishment as he prepares to 
run for an Assembly seat in November. 

U.S. Sen. Dean Heller, considered the 
most vulnerable Republican up for re-elec¬ 
tion in the Senate this year, and Attorney 
General Adam Laxalt, the GOP’s guberna¬ 
torial nominee, are among those refusing 
to back Hof 

Laxalt “does not support Dennis Hof 
and will not be supporting him,” Laxalt’s 


campaign manager, Kristin Davison, said 
in an email to The Associated Press. In¬ 
cumbent Republican Gov. Brian Sando¬ 
val, who is being forced out by term limits 
in November, and Wes Duncan, the GOP 
nominee for Laxalt’s job, also are turning 
their backs on Hof 

But several high-profile conservatives 
didn’t shy away from endorsing the man 
who calls himself “America’s Pimp” in the 
GOP primary. 

“We need more successful, independent 
businessmen in the Nevada Legislature,” 
said Michelle Fiore, a former GOP state 
legislator and big gun rights defender. “I’m 
supporting Dennis Hof 1,000 percent.” 

Nevada GOP Chairman Michael McDon¬ 
ald stopped short of an endorsement but 


wrote a public letter attacking his primary 
opponent. Assemblyman James Oscarson, 
as a “Never Trumper” after he said Oscar¬ 
son spread lies that Hof had endorsed Hill¬ 
ary Clinton. 

“We welcome fiscal conservatives such 
as Mr. Hof who want to join our party. We 
need more of them,” McDonald wrote. 

Hof believes grassroots support will fuel 
his campaign and others will come around 
after he defeated Oscarson in a sprawling 
rural district in southern Nevada where 
registered Republicans outnumber Demo¬ 
crats by more than a 3-to-l margin. 

Hof said Wednesday that “everybody just 
wants to focus on ‘brothels’ and ‘pimps.’” 

“Guess what? The voters of District 36 
didn’t care!” he said in a statement. 
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Strong storm in Pa. 
overturns vehicles, 
damages businesses 


Associated Press 

WILKES-BARRE, Pa. — A 
strong storm pounded parts of 
Pennsylvania, damaging nu¬ 
merous businesses in a shop¬ 
ping plaza, overturning cars and 
downing trees and power lines. 

The storm struck the Wilkes- 
Barre Township shopping plaza 
late Wednesday night. The area 
was under a tornado warning at 
the time. 

Township police wrote on their 
Facebook page that there were 
reports of “multiple collapsed 
buildings.” They asked drivers to 
avoid the area to allow emergency 
personnel access to the shopping 
plaza. 

Photos posted on social media 
show shattered storefronts and 
m^or damage to businesses 
including a Panera Bread res¬ 
taurant and a Barnes & Noble 
bookstore. Debris lay scattered 
in parking lots and on streets and 
sidewalks. 


It was not immediately clear if 
there were any injuries. 

Bruno Isles, a Panera employ¬ 
ee, told the Wilkes-Barre Times 
Leader that he was washing dish¬ 
es in the back of the restaurant at 
the time. 

“My manager had us secure 
the doors,” he said. “We had ta¬ 
bles and chairs flying through the 
windows.” 

Isles said he suffered a minor 
scrape on his arm while he helped 
to get other people in the restau¬ 
rant to safety. 

Democratic U.S. Sen. Bob 
Casey, of Pennsylvania, took to 
Twitter and urged people in the 
path of the storm to stay safe and 
to “please heed the warnings 
and follow the directions of local 
officials.” 

The National Weather Service 
said it would be in Wilkes-Barre 
Township on Thursday to survey 
the damage and to determine 
whether a tornado touched down. 


FBI agent wants to meet 
patron shot by his gnn 


Associated Press 

DENVER — An off-duty FBI 
agent charged with assault after 
an accidental shooting while 
he was dancing at a Denver bar 
would like to meet with the man 
who was injured and is praying 
for his recovery, the agent’s attor¬ 
ney said Wednesday. 

Chase Bishop appeared in court 
Wednesday morning, out of custo¬ 
dy after turning himself in Tues¬ 
day on a second-degree assault 
charge. 

Jail records say Bishop posted 
bond and was released. 

Attorney David Goddard asked 
that Bishop be allowed to travel 
because he lives and works in 
Washington. Prosecutors did not 
object, and Denver County Court 
Judge Andrea Eddy gave Bishop 
permission to travel. 

Goddard called the shoot¬ 
ing “an incredibly tragic event” 


in a written statement released 
Wednesday afternoon. Bishop 
and his family are praying that 
the injured man has a “full and 
speedy recovery,” Goddard said. 

He referenced media inter¬ 
views of the injured man saying 
he would like to talk with the 
agent, adding that Bishop also 
hopes they can have a private 
meeting “when appropriate.” 

Police have said Bishop, 29, was 
dancing at a bar on June 2 when a 
gun fell from his waistband hol¬ 
ster. The firearm went off when 
he picked it up. 

The patron’s injury was de¬ 
scribed as serious but not life- 
threatening. He was treated at a 
hospital and released. 

Additional charges could be 
filed based on the results of a 
blood alcohol content test, which 
has not yet been received, author¬ 
ities said Tuesday. 



Jeffrey D. Allred, The (Salt Lake City) Deseret News/AP 

A Green River firefighter cleans up after a brush fire Wednesday near Pack Creek in Moab, Utah. 


like dominoes’: Utah homes 
burn amid wildfires in West 


By Colleen Slevin 

AND Lindsay Whitehurst 

Associated Press 

DENVER — A fast-moving 
brush fire destroyed eight homes 
in the Utah tourist town of Moab, 
while more than 3,000 people 
in Colorado and Wyoming fled 
multiple wildfires scorching the 
drought-stricken U.S. West on 
Wednesday. 

The blaze in Moab, known for 
its dramatic red rocks, started in 
a wooded area Tuesday night and 
quickly spread to homes over less 
than a square mile. Police Chief 
Jim Winder said. Crews were ex¬ 
tinguishing embers Wednesday. 

Moab residents Tim Clark and 
his girlfriend, Tina Saunders, 
grabbed their dogs, family pho¬ 
tos and a laptop, evacuating with 
their home in flames. 

“Those houses just started 
going like dominoes,” Clark told 
the Salt Lake Tribune. “Bam! 
Bam! Bam! Bam!” 

Police said the early investiga¬ 
tion has ruled out natural causes 


for the blaze that ignited near a 
creek that is frequently used as a 
walkway in a largely blue-collar 
neighborhood. It was not near the 
tourist-heavy areas in the town 
known for its proximity to Arches 
and Canyonlands national parks. 

Moab resident Shane Tangren 
told the newspaper that he ar¬ 
rived home from work Tuesday 
evening to find flames nearby. He 
was trying to protect the house 
he’s lived in since he was 16 by 
wetting it down, but the wind 
shifted and sent the flames bar¬ 
reling right toward him. He fled. 

“I sat there and watched it 
burn to the ground,” Tangren, 55, 
told the newspaper. “Everything 
—photographs, birth certificates, 
memories — it’s all gone. My first 
car — that was a 1970 (Pontiac) 
GTO. Up in flames. I bought it 
when I was 15.” 

In Colorado’s mountains, resi¬ 
dents have evacuated more than 
1,300 houses — condos, apart¬ 
ments and pricey homes — as 
flames threatened an area known 
for its ski resorts. Firefighters, 


with help from aircraft, got a 
quick jump on a fire near Silver- 
thorne after it was reported Tues¬ 
day and have managed to keep it 
from spreading beyond about 91 
acres in heavy timber, including 
trees killed by pine beetles. 

Summit Fire Chief Jeff Berino 
said Wednesday night that light¬ 
ning did not play a role in the fire 
and that “some type of human 
element is probably likely” as a 
cause. 

Across the state, Colorado’s 
largest fire has burned about 
43 square miles over nearly two 
weeks. Residents could go back 
to about 180 homes no longer 
threatened at the northern edge 
of the fire Wednesday, but others 
remained out of more than 1,900 
houses. 

The blaze about 13 miles north 
of Durango is in the Four Corners 
region where Colorado, New Mex¬ 
ico, Arizona and Utah meet and 
which is in the middle of a large 
swath of exceptional drought. 
Much of the U.S. West is experi¬ 
encing some level of drought. 


Arizona lawmaker criticized for comments on race, immigration 


By Melissa Daniels 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — A Republican lawmaker 
is being criticized for saying “there aren’t 
enough white kids to go around” when dis¬ 
cussing integration in schools at an event 
in northern Arizona. 

Rep. David Stringer, a Republican from 
Prescott, spoke Monday at the Yavapai 
County Republican Men’s Forum. His 
speech was livestreamed on Facebook and 
was saved to his campaign page. 

It was removed later. But a clip widely 
circulated on social media by a Democrat 


showed Stringer talking about how im¬ 
migration is changing the demographic 
makeup of the country. 

“Sixty percent of public school children 
in the state of Arizona today are minori¬ 
ties. That complicates racial integration be¬ 
cause there aren’t enough white kids to go 
around,” Stringer says in part of the video. 

The clip also shows Stringer saying “im¬ 
migration is politically destabilizing” and 
“immigration today represents an existen¬ 
tial threat to the United States.” 

“If we don’t do something about immi¬ 
gration very, very soon, the demographics 
of our country will be irrevocably changed 


and we will be a very different country and 
we will not be the country you were born 
into,” he said. 

Stringer told the Arizona Capital Times 
that he apologized to anyone he offended, 
and that he planned to re-post the entire 17 
minute video of his comments. He said he 
wants people to hear the whole speech. 

“I maybe touched a third rail of politics 
but what I said is accurate,” Stringer told 
the newspaper. “Anybody that talks about 
this in this way is shut down and called a 
racist. I’m speaking the truth. 

“Diversity may be a great thing; there 
might be a lot of advantages. I’m not argu¬ 


ing against diversity at all, but no country 
can be demographically transformed with¬ 
out any political or social consequences.” 

The clip started circulating after David 
Schapira, a Democrat running for super¬ 
intendent of schools, downloaded the video 
and posted a portion of it on his Facebook 
and Twitter pages. It received more than 
25,000 views within 21 hours. 

“It’s time to remove xenophobic radicals 
from elected office this November,” Scha¬ 
pira tweeted. 

The Arizona Republican Party de¬ 
nounced Stringer’s comments. 
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Voters to choose: 
3 Californias or 1 



Julie Jacobson/AP 


A fishmonger rinses swordfish carcasses just pulled from their shipping containers in January at the New 
Fuiton Rsh Market in New York. Experts say one in five fish is caught iilegally worldwide. 

Origins of local’ fish in question 


By Kathleen Ronayne 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — Cali¬ 
fornians will face a choice this No¬ 
vember of whether to divide the 
nation’s most populous state into 
three, an effort that would radi¬ 
cally shake up not only the West 
Coast, but the entire nation. 

The “Cal 3” initiative is driven 
by venture capitalist Tim Draper, 
who has tried and failed in the 
past to place an effort to break up 
California on the ballot, including 
a bid in 2016 to create six separate 
states. Backers of the measure 
argue California has become “un¬ 
governable” because of its eco¬ 
nomic and geographic diversity as 
well as its population approaching 
40 million people. 

Election officials say this 
year’s effort gathered the roughly 
365,000 signatures it needed to 
land on the general election ballot. 
It will be officially certified later 
this month. Even if it wins passage 
from voters, the measure would 
face significant hurdles. 

Cahfornia would break into 
three states — Northern Cali¬ 
fornia, California and Southern 
California. The measure aims 
to create states with relatively 
equal populations and economic 
strengths. 

The new Northern California 
would include 40 counties, includ¬ 
ing Sacramento, San Jose and San 
Francisco as well as the state’s 
wine country and rural northern 
areas. Keeping the name Califor¬ 
nia would be a group of six coun¬ 
ties centered around Los Angeles, 
with a total population of 12.3 mil- 
hon people. Southern Cahfornia, 
meanwhile, would include Orange 
and San Diego Counties as well 
as what’s now known as Califor- 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento 


San Francisco 
o 

San Jose 


nia’s Central Valley and Inland 
Empire. 

Turning one state into three 
would create four new U.S. 
senators, a move that would sig¬ 
nificantly boost Californians’ 
influence in Washington. The 
number of representatives in the 
U.S. House could change shghtly 
based on each state’s population 
breakdown. Three separate Cali¬ 
fornias would also shake up the 
Electoral College, which picks the 
president. 

Draper is a Sihcon VaUey ven¬ 
ture capitahst who is known for 
investing in companies such as 
Skype, Tesla and Hotmail and 
has poured millions of dollars 
into efforts to break up California. 
Draper argues that California has 
become “nearly ungovernable” 
because of its diverse economies 
and population. He and backers 
also argue that voters outside of 
large urban areas are underserved 
because so many state lawmakers 
come from m^or cities. 

Passing at the ballot box is 
just the first hurdle. That would 
require support from a simple 
majority of voters. The measure 
then directs the governor to ask 
Congress for the ultimate OK. 
If Congress gave a green hght, it 
would then be up to the Legisla¬ 
ture to determine exactly how the 
split would happen, including how 
the state’s debts would be divided. 
Each state would determine their 
own governance structure. 

Lawmakers would have 12 
months after congressional ap¬ 
proval to set the new rules; oth¬ 
erwise the state’s debts would 
automatically split three ways. 

Critics of the measure take a 
different tack, calling it an un¬ 
workable and costly approach to 
solving California’s problems. 


An initiative that seeks to 
split California into three 
states will be on the state’s 
November ballot. If voters 
pass it, a split would require 
several more steps,including 
approval from Congress. 


Associated Press 

MONTAUK, N.Y. — Caterers in 
Washington tweeted a photo of ma¬ 
roon sashimi appetizers served to 
700 guests attending the governor’s 
inaugural ball last year. They were 
told the tuna was from Montauk. 

But it was an illusion. It was the 
dead of winter and no yellowfin had 
been landed in the New York town. 

An Associated Press investiga¬ 
tion traced the supply chain of 
national distributor Sea To Table 
to other parts of the world, where 
fishermen described working 
under slave-like conditions with 
little regard for marine life. 

In a global seafood industry 
plagued by deceit, conscientious 
consumers will pay top dollar for 
what they believe is local, sustain¬ 
ably caught seafood. But even in 
this fast-growing niche market, 
companies can hide behind murky 
dealings, making it difficult to know 
the story behind any given fish. 

Sea To Table said by working 
directly with 60 docks along U.S. 
coasts it could guarantee the fish 
was wild, domestic and traceable 
— sometimes to the fisherman. 

The New York-based company 
quickly rose in the sustainable 
seafood movement. While it told 
investors it had $13 million in sales 
last year, it expected growth to $70 
million by 2020. The distributor 
earned endorsement from the Mon¬ 
terey Bay Aquarium and garnered 
media attention from Bon Appetit, 
Forbes and many more. Its clien¬ 
tele included celebrity chef Rick 
Bayless, Roy’s seafood restaurants, 
universities and home delivery 
meal kits such as HelloFresh. 

As part of their investigation, re¬ 
porters staked out America’s larg¬ 
est fish market, followed trucks and 
interviewed fishermen who worked 
on three continents. During a bone- 
chilling week, they set up a time- 
lapse camera at Montauk harbor 
that showed no tuna boats docking. 
The AP also had a chef order $500 
worth of fish sent “directly from the 
landing dock to your kitchen,” but 
the boat listed on the receipt hadn’t 
been there in at least two years. 

Preliminary DNA tests suggest¬ 
ed the fish likely came from the 
Indian Ocean or the Western Cen¬ 


tral Pacific. There are limitations 
with the data because using genetic 
markers to determine the origins of 
species is still an emerging science, 
but experts say the promising new 
research will eventually be used 
to help fight illegal activity in the 
industry. 

Some of Sea To Table’s partner 
docks on both coasts, it turned out, 
were not docks at all. They were 
wholesalers or markets, flooded 
with imports. 

The distributor also offered spe¬ 
cies that were farmed, out of season 
or illegal to catch. 

“It’s sad to me that this is what’s 
going on,” said Bayless, who hosts a 
PBS cooking series. He had worked 
with Sea To Table because he liked 
being tied directly to fishermen — 
and the “wonderful stories” about 
their catch. “This throws quite a 
wrench in all of that.” 

Other customers who responded 
to the AP said they were frustrated 
and confused. 

Sea To Table owner Sean Dimin 
stressed that his suppliers are 
prohibited from sending imports 
to customers and added violators 
would be terminated. 

“We take this extremely seri¬ 
ously,” he said. 

Dimin also said he communicat¬ 
ed clearly with chefs that some fish 
labeled as freshly landed at one port 
were actually caught and trucked 
in from other states. But customers 
denied that, and federal officials 
described it as mislabeling. 

The AP focused on tuna because 
the distributor’s supplier in Mon¬ 
tauk, the Bob Gosman Co., was of¬ 
fering chefs yellowfin tuna all year 
round, even when federal officials 
said there were no landings in the 
entire state. 

Almost nightly, Gosman’s trucks 
drove three hours to reach the New 
Fulton Fish Market, where they 
picked up boxes of fish bearing 
shipping labels from all over the 
world. 

Owner Bryan Gosman said some 
of the tuna that went to Sea To Table 
was caught off North Carolina and 
then driven 700 miles to Montauk. 
That practice ended in March, he 
said, because it wasn’t profitable. 
While 70 percent of his yellowfin 


tuna is imported, he said that fish is 
sold to local restaurants and sushi 
bars and kept separate from Sea To 
Table’s products. 

“Can things get mixed up? It 
could get mixed up,” he said. “Is it 
an intentional thing? No, not at all.” 

Some of Gosman’s foreign supply 
came from Land, Ice and Fish in 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

The AP interviewed and re¬ 
viewed complaints from more than 
a dozen Indonesian fishermen who 
said they earned $1.50 a day, work¬ 
ing 22 hours at a time, on boats that 
brought yellowfin to Land, Ice and 
Fish’s compound. They described 
finning sharks and occasion¬ 
ally cutting off whale and dolphin 
heads, extracting their teeth as 
good luck charms. 

“We were treated like slaves,” 
said Sulistyo, an Indonesian who 
worked on one of those boats and 
gave only one name, fearing re¬ 
taliation. “They treat us like robots 
without any conscience.” 

Though it’s nearly impossible to 
tell where a specific fish ends up, 
or what percentage of a company’s 
seafood is fraudulent, even one bad 
piece taints the entire supply chain. 
Dimin said the labor and environ¬ 
mental abuses are “abhorrent and 
everything we stand against.” 

For caterers serving at the ball 
for Washington Gov. Jay Inslee, 
who successfully pushed through a 
law to combat seafood mislabeling, 
knowing where his fish came from 
was crucial. 

The Montauk tuna came with 
a Sea To Table leaflet describing 
the romantic, seaside town and the 
quality of the fish. A salesperson 
did send them an email saying the 
fish was caught off North Carolina. 

But the boxes came from New 
York and there was no indication 
it had landed in another state and 
was trucked to Montauk. A week 
later the caterer ordered Montauk 
tuna again. This time the invoice 
listed a boat whose owner later told 
AP he didn’t catch anything for Sea 
To Table at that time. 

“I’m kind of in shock right now,” 
said Brandon LaVielle, of Lavish 
Roots Catering. “We felt like we 
were supporting smaller fishing 
villages.” 



California split on November ballot 
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NY is suing 
Trump over 
his charity 

By David A. Fahrenthold 

The Washington Post 

The New York attorney general 
on Thursday filed suit against 
President Donald Trump and 
his three eldest children alleging 
“persistently illegal conduct” at 
the president’s personal charity, 
saying Trump repeatedly mis¬ 
used the nonprofit to pay off his 
businesses’ creditors, to decorate 
one of his golf clubs and to stage 
a multimillion dollar giveaway at 
his 2016 campaign events. 

In the suit, filed Thursday 
morning, attorney general Barba¬ 
ra Underwood asked a state judge 
to dissolve the Donald J. Trump 
Foundation. She asked that its 
remaining $1 million in assets 
be distributed to other charities 
and that Trump be forced to pay 
at least $2.8 million in restitution 
and penalties. 

Underwood also asks that 
Trump be banned from leading 
any other New York nonprofit 
for 10 years — seeking to apply 
a penalty usually reserved for 
the operators of small-time char¬ 
ity frauds to the president of the 
United States. 

In the suit, Underwood noted 
that Trump had already paid 
more than $330,000 in reim¬ 
bursements and penalty taxes 
since 2016. New York state began 
probing the Trump Foundation 
in response to an investigation by 
The Washington Post. 

But she asked the judge to 
go further and require Trump 
to pay millions more. She said 
a 20-month state investigation 
found that Trump had repeatedly 
violated laws that set the ground 
rules for tax-exempt foundations 
— most importantly, that their 
money is meant to serve the pub¬ 
lic good and not to provide private 
benefits to their founders. 

“This resulted in multiple vio¬ 
lations of state and federal law,” 
Underwood wrote in the legal 
complaint. 

The White House and the 
Trump Organization did not im¬ 
mediately respond to requests for 
comment. 

Trump has been president of 
the foundation since he founded 
it in 1987. In late 2016, he had 
promised to shut down the Trump 
Foundation but could not while 
the attorney general’s investiga¬ 
tion continued. 

Underwood declined to com¬ 
ment on the case beyond issu¬ 
ing a written statement. “As our 
investigation reveals, the Trump 
Foundation was little more than 
a checkbook for payments from 
Mr. Trump or his businesses to 
nonprofits, regardless of their 
purpose or legality,” Underwood 
said in the statement. 

Trump’s children Donald 
Trump Jr., Ivanka Trump and 
Eric Trump were also named in 
the lawsuit because they have 
been official board members of 
the Donald J. Trump Foundation 
for years. 


Source: Probe faults Comey iu Clinton case 


By Eric Tucker 
AND Chad Day 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Justice 
Department’s watchdog faults for¬ 
mer FBI Director James Comey 
for breaking with established pro¬ 
tocol in his handling of the Hillary 
Clinton email investigation, but it 
says his decisions before the 2016 
elections were not driven by po- 
htical bias, according to a person 
familiar with the findings. 

The report from the inspector 
general also criticizes Comey for 
not keeping his superiors at the 
Justice Department, including 
former Attorney General Loretta 
Lynch, properly informed about 
his handling of the investigation, 
said the person, who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity because the report is 


not yet public. 

The report’s findings are to be 
made public later Thursday. It 
represents the culmination of an 
18-month review into one of the 
most consequential FBI investi¬ 
gations in recent history. 

The report has long been ex¬ 
pected to criticize the FBI’s han¬ 
dling of the Clinton email probe, 
stepping into a political minefield 
while examining how a nonpar¬ 
tisan law enforcement agency 
came to be entangled in the 2016 
presidential race. 

President Donald Trump is 
looking to the report to provide 
a fresh line of attack against two 
former top FBI officials, Comey 
and his deputy, Andrew McCabe, 
as he claims that a politically 
tainted bureau tried to under¬ 
mine his campaign and, through 
the later Russia investigation, his 


presidency. 

Trump is certain to try to use 
the report to validate his firing of 
Comey last year. 

But the report could do more 
to back Democratic claims that 
the FBI actually contributed to 
Trump’s victory, most notably by 
reopening in the final days of the 
race its investigation into wheth¬ 
er Clinton mishandled classified 
information. 

That development unfolded as 
Trump’s own campaign — unbe¬ 
knownst at the time to the Ameri¬ 
can public — also came under 
FBI investigation for possible co¬ 
ordination with Russia. 

Inspector General Michael 
Horowitz, a former federal pros¬ 
ecutor appointed by President 
Barack Obama, prepared the 
report. 

Supporters from both parties 


regard him as apolitical. His most 
significant report before this was 
the 2012 study of the botched 
Obama-era gun operation known 
as Fast and Furious. 

The Clinton report will exam¬ 
ine key actions by FBI leaders, 
including Comey’s decision to 
publicly announce in July 2016 his 
recommendation against crimi¬ 
nal charges for Clinton, and his 
disclosure to Congress days be¬ 
fore the election that the investi¬ 
gation was being revived because 
of newly discovered emails. 

An earlier inspector general 
report criticized McCabe and led 
to his firing on allegations that 
he misled internal investigators 
about his role in a news media 
disclosure. 

He denies those charges. 

Thursday’s IG findings were 
first reported by Bloomberg 
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China warns 
US trade deals 
off if tariff hike 
goes forward 



German police officers in protective gear leave an apartment building Tuesday during an 
operation in Cologne, Germany. 

Prosecutors: Tunisian made 
ricin for attack in Germany 


Associated Press 

BEIJING — China’s government renewed 
its threat Thursday to scrap deals with 
Washington aimed at defusing a sprawling 
trade dispute as the White House prepared 
to release a list of Chinese goods targeted for 
tariff increases. 

President Donald Trump has threatened 
to raise tariffs on up to $150 billion of Chi¬ 
nese goods in response to complaints about 
Beijing’s trade surplus and technology poli¬ 
cy. As part of that, the White House is due to 
issue a list on Friday of $50 billion of Chinese 
goods targeted for a 25 percent tariff 

Beijing has promised to buy more Ameri¬ 
can soybeans, natural gas and other exports 
but warned after June 3 talks between U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross and Chi¬ 
na’s top economic official. Vice Premier Liu 
He, that all deals were off if Trump’s threat¬ 
ened tariffs went ahead. 

“We made clear that if the U.S. rolls out 
trade sanction including the imposition of 
tariffs, all outcomes reached by the two sides 
in terms of trade and economy will not come 
into effect,” said Geng Shuang, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman. “I just want to repeat 
this point today.” 

Beijing also has announced plans to cut 
import duties on autos and some consumer 
goods and to ease limits on foreign owner¬ 
ship in auto manufacturing, insurance and 
some other industries, though those don’t di¬ 
rectly address U.S. complaints. 

Economists also warn that Beijing will re¬ 
sist changing technology development poli¬ 
cies Washington dislikes but that Chinese 
leaders see as successful. 

The first round of tariff increases planned 
by Washington is in response to complaints 
Beijing steals or pressures foreign compa¬ 
nies to hand over technology in violation of 
its World Trade Organization market-open¬ 
ing commitments. 

China also has threatened to retaliate with 
its own tariff increases on $50 billion of U.S. 
exports including pork and soybeans, though 
authorities avoided renewing that threat fol¬ 
lowing the latest round of talks. 

On Thursday, a Commerce Ministry 
spokesman said some Chinese exporters are 
rushing to fill orders due to concern about 
possible trade risks. 


Associated Press 

BERLIN — German prosecutors said 
Thursday they’ve thwarted an Islamic ex¬ 
tremist plot to launch an attack with the dead¬ 
ly toxin ricin. 

They said a Tunisian, identified only as 
Sief Allah H., 29, who was arrested Wednes¬ 
day, started procuring material online includ¬ 
ing seeds needed for the creation of ricin in 
mid-May. 

The suspect succeeded in creating the toxin 
this month and investigators found it in a search 
of his Cologne apartment, federal prosecutors 
in Karlsruhe said in a written statement. 

“He procured 1,000 castor bean seeds on¬ 
line as well as an electronic coffee grinder,” 
they said. The shell of the castor bean plant 
seed is highly poisonous and can be used to 
create ricin. 


The authorities are still investigating exact¬ 
ly how the suspect planned to use the toxin, but 
said he was working on a “biological weapon” 
attack in Germany. 

Prosecutors said they currently have no 
evidence of a connection with any extremist 
organization. 

They didn’t immediately comment on a Bild 
newspaper report that American intelligence 
tipped off German investigators. 

Bild also reported that the suspect bought 
bomb-making material and chemicals used in 
the production of the ricin. 

The daily newspaper wrote that H. lived in 
the Chorweiler neighborhood of Cologne with 
his wife and four children. He supposedly used 
instructions for the making of a ricin bomb 
that had been posted online by Islamic State. 


2 in Germany convicted 
over swastika on roof 

BERLIN — Two men have 
been convicted of violating Ger¬ 
man laws against displaying 
Nazi-era symbols for etching a 
giant swastika into the dirt on 
the roof of a house and leaving it 
there for months. 

The dpa news agency reported 
that the two defendants, ages 30 
and 31, were convicted Wednes¬ 
day by an administrative court 
in the southern city of Augsburg 
and each was fined about 5,000 
euros ($5,885). 

The younger man, not identi¬ 
fied in line with privacy laws, 
told the court that he used a high- 
pressure water jet to draw the 
swastika as a “stupid joke” at a 
garden party. 

Selfie blamed in falling 
deaths of 2 in Portugal 

LISBON, Portugal — Authori¬ 
ties in Portugal say that a British 
and an Australian tourist plunged 
to their deaths in a coastal town 
while reportedly taking self- 
ies from a wall overlooking the 
beach. 

The Correio da Manha news¬ 
paper reported Tuesday that the 
tourists’ bodies were found on a 
beach in Ericera, about 25 miles 
north of Lisbon, along with mo¬ 
bile phones, wallets and other 
possessions. 


Greece politician to call 
no-confidence vote 

ATHENS, Greece — The 
head of Greece’s main opposi¬ 
tion party says he will submit a 
motion for a no-confidence vote 
on the government later Thurs¬ 
day, objecting to a deal reached 
between the prime ministers of 
Greece and Macedonia to settle 
a decades-old dispute over Mace¬ 
donia’s name. 

New Democracy party leader 
Kyriakos Mitsotakis said Thurs¬ 
day in parliament he would for¬ 
mally submit the motion later in 
the day after a scheduled vote on 
an economic reform bill. 

From The Associated Press 


Make me mebiie—and 
keep me en tep. 

I need to know whafsgoing on in the world of the U.S. military — thafs 
why I subscribe to my #1 news source. 

Sure, I can access Stripes.com from my desktop. But as often as Vm on 
the road, I need news that can keep up with me. The iOS app workspefectly 
on my phone and my tablet — and ifs included in the 
Digital A.ccess subscription for one low price. 


STARS^"»STRIPES. 
















Friday, June 15,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 17 


WORLD _ 

Saudi-led forces capture 
town near Yemeni harbor 



Koichi Kamoshida/AP 


With the scrapping of Fukushima No. 2 , the number of workable 
reactors in Japan would fall to 35 from 54 before a 2011 disaster. 

Fukushima nuclear 
plant No. 2 may close 


By Jon Gambrell 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates 
— Troops in a Saudi-led coalition 
captured a town south of Yemen’s 
port city of Hodeida on Thursday 
as fierce fighting and airstrikes 
pounded the area, officials said, 
on the second day of an offensive 
to capture the strategic harbor. 

Soldiers took the town of Nakh- 
ila in Yemen’s ad-Durayhimi dis¬ 
trict, some 12.5 miles south of 
Hodeida International Airport, 
according to the government-run 
SABA news agency. Fighters con¬ 
tinued to move closer to the air¬ 
port in fighting Thursday. 

The Saudi-led coalition back¬ 
ing Yemen’s exiled government 
launched an assault on Hodeida 
on Wednesday. The Red Sea port 
is the main entry for food into a 
country already on the brink of 
famine. 

The biggest offensive of the 
yearslong war in the Arab world’s 
poorest nation has raised warn¬ 
ings from aid agencies that 
Yemen’s humanitarian disaster 
could deepen. 


The attack is aimed at driving 
out Iran-aligned Shiite rebels 
known as Houthis, who have held 
Hodeida since 2015, and break 
the civil war’s long stalemate. But 
it could set off a prolonged street- 
by-street battle that inflicts heavy 
casualties. 

The fear is that a protracted 
fight could force a shutdown of 
Hodeida’s port at a time when a 
halt in aid risks tipping millions 
into starvation. 

Some 70 percent of Yemen’s 
food, as well as the bulk of hu¬ 
manitarian aid and fuel supplies, 
enters via the port 

Around two-thirds of the coun¬ 
try’s population of 27 million re¬ 
lies on aid, and 8.4 million are 
already at risk of starving. 

Early Wednesday, convoys of 
vehicles headed toward the rebel- 
held city as heavy gunfire rang 
out. 

The assault, part of an op¬ 
eration dubbed Golden Victory, 
began with coalition airstrikes 
and shelling by naval ships, ac¬ 
cording to Saudi-owned satellite 
news channels and state media. 
Bombardment was heavy, with 


one aid official reporting 30 
strikes in 30 minutes. 

Yemen’s exiled government 
“has exhausted all peaceful and 
political means to remove the 
Houthi militia from the port of 
Hodeida,” it said in a statement. 
“Liberation of the port of Hodeida 
is a milestone in our struggle to 
regain Yemen from the militias.” 

Four Emirati soldiers were 
killed in Wednesday’s assault, the 
United Arab Emirates’ state-run 
news agency said, but gave no de¬ 
tails of how they died. 

The Houthi-run A1 Masirah 
satellite news channel claimed 
rebel forces hit a Saudi coalition 
ship near Hodeida with two mis¬ 
siles. The Saudi-led coalition did 
not immediately acknowledge the 
incident. 

Late Wednesday, the Saudi and 
Emirati governments announced 
what they called a “multi-faceted 
plan” to protect civilians in Hode¬ 
ida, including establishing routes 
for food, medical supplies and oil 
shipments from Saudi Arabia’s 
southern city of Jizan and the 
UAE’s capital, Abu Dhabi. 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — The utility respon¬ 
sible for meltdowns at a nuclear 
power plant in northeast Japan 
seven years ago said Thursday 
for the first time publicly that it 
will start making concrete plans 
to decommission another plant 
in Fukushima that narrowly es¬ 
caped the crisis. 

Tokyo Electric Power Com¬ 
pany Holdings said it will decide 
on the timeline and other details 
before formally announcing the 
dismantling of four reactors at 
the Fukushima Dai-ni, or No. 2, 


plant, which has never restarted 
since the 2011 disaster. 

Nuclear energy now accounts 
for less than 2 percent of Japan’s 
energy mix since most reactors 
were idled after the 2011 disas¬ 
ter. Only five reactors have since 
restarted. 

While the government of pro¬ 
business Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe is pushing to start up as many 
reactors as possible, restarts are 
coming slowly as anti-nuclear 
sentiment remains strong and 
regulators have stepped up the 
screening process. 


DoD-MWR SUMMER READING 

ON MILITARY INSTALLATIONS WORLDWIDE 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 

The length in feet of a paper airplane unveiled at the Revolving Museum of Fitchburg in Fitchburg, Mass. 

Fitchburg artist Jerry Beck told the Sentinel & Enterprise he wanted to break the world record for the largest 
paper airplane to take flight but the hangar it was built in was too small to accommodate a wide enough 
wing span to support the glue-shellacked plane. A construction crane held the plane aloft. Beck is asking 
Guinness World Records to add a new category. 




Anthony Scavo, Spring Lake Park-Blaine-Mounds View Fire Department/AP 


Doggone it 

Firefighter David O’Keeffe helps rescue a 180-pound Saint Bernard named Whiskey from a small roof 
above an entry door of a home in Spring Lake Park, Minn. The homeowner’s mother was housesitting 
when Whiskey pushed out a window screen and jumped onto the second-story overhang. 



Howitzer moved to new 
location by vets group 

ly I ROSELAND — A piece 
S of World War II history in 
the form of a howitzer gun made a 
slow journey to its new posting in 
New Jersey last weekend. 

Roads were closed, police offi¬ 
cers halted traffic and motorists 
watched the 30-mile journey of 
the 9.5-ton howitzer. The Record 
reported the howitzer was moved 
from a Veterans of Foreign Wars 
post in Woodcliff Lake to another 
VFW post in Roseland. 

The Woodcliff Lake Post was 
founded by veterans returning 
home from World War II and had 
a number of new members fol¬ 
lowing the Korean War. Officials 
at that post said they can’t main¬ 
tain the howitzer. 

The U.S. Army still owns the 
howitzer and approved the move. 

Donated puppies have 
chance to be K-9s 

WA RICHMOND — Four 
puppies bom to a dog 
seized by animal control offi¬ 
cials are now on track for a shot 
at joining the Richmond police 
department. 

The Richmond Times-Dispatch 
reported the four Belgian Mali- 
nois puppies are being raised in 
a collaborative effort between the 
police department and Richmond 
Animal Care and Control. 

Once the puppies get older, 
experts will determine whether 
they would make a good fit for the 
K-9 unit. 

Sgt. Stuart Hannah said the 
partnership could help save the 
department money. He said if the 
department goes through a ven¬ 
dor, each dog can cost $5,000 to 
$7,000. 

Wedding guest arrested 
after fight at reception 

ly U SALEM — Police re- 
spending to a fight that 
broke out at a wedding reception 
at a New Hampshire bar arrested 
a guest, saying he choked some¬ 
one and fled. 

NHl reported that Colby Dion, 
24, of North Andover, Mass., was 
confronted by several guests in 
a Salem bar where the wedding 
party took place last weekend. 
Police said the victim had injuries 
consistent with being choked. 

Dion was charged with domes¬ 
tic violence and resisting arrest. 

Woman takes dead 
cockroaches to meeting 

T'y CORPUS CHRISTI — 
I Vv A South Texas woman 
gave a small bag of dead cock¬ 
roaches to a city official to protest 
newly planted palm trees that she 
blames for more unwanted bugs 
in her neighborhood. 

Patricia Polastri on Tuesday 
told the Corpus Christ! City Coun¬ 
cil that she’s seen more rodents 
and unwanted insects, including 
cockroaches, since the trees were 
planted. 

She asked council members to 
reconsider the landscaping. 

Council members took no ac¬ 
tion on the remarks during a pub¬ 
lic comment period. 


Police: Woman carried 
2 kids in pet kennels 

T|y MEMPHIS — Police 
I in Tennessee said a 
woman was charged with trans¬ 
porting two young children in pet 
kennels inside her vehicle. 

Media outlets reported Lei- 
mome Cheeks, 62, was charged 
with two counts of child 
endangerment. 

According to a Memphis police 
affidavit. Cheeks said there was 
no room inside her vehicle so she 
told the children ages 7 and 8 to 


get inside the kennels. 

There were no air-conditioning 
vents in the back of the vehicle 
and the children told police they 
became hot. 

2 bear cubs separated 
from mom back in wild 

BILLINGS — Two 
I w I I young Montana bears 
separated from their mother by 
eager photographers are back in 
the wild. 

Game wardens and a wildlife 
biologist released the yearling 


cubs in south-central Montana 
earlier this week. 

In September, the cubs and 
their mother were near the 
town of Harlowton when people 
stopped to take photos. At some 
point, people chased the bears 
and got between the mother and 
her still-nursing cubs. The cubs 
ran east but the mother ran west 
to avoid the people. 

Wildlife officials captured the 
two cubs and held them for a day 
to try to find the mother, but she 
had left the area. 

They were raised in captivity 
over the winter. 



Woman pleads not guilty 
to having sex in church 

ly I SEASIDE HEIGHTS 
J — A homeless woman 
accused of having sex with a man 
beneath a statue of the Virgin 
Mary at a Roman Catholic church 
in New Jersey pleaded not guilty 
to lewdness and other charges. 

Noelle Smart entered the pleas 
Tuesday in Seaside Heights Mu¬ 
nicipal Court. 

Authorities said Smart, 48, and 
Anthony Getchius, 43, were found 
May 22 in “a sacred area” on the 
grounds of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Help, which is next door to police 
headquarters. 

Smart told the Asbury Park 
Press she and Getchius were 
homeless and staying behind the 
church. She said “the act of lewd¬ 
ness wasn’t happening.” 

Getchius was charged with 
lewdness, disrobing in public and 
other offenses. 

WWII-era buildings 
to be reassembled 

ly BISMARCK — Some 
1^ mJ buildings from a World 
War II internment camp in Bis¬ 
marck have been saved from de¬ 
molition and will be reassembled 
into a lasting piece of history. 

The Bismarck Tribune report¬ 
ed that Mike Beck, 78, for the 
past year has been reassembling 
a Fort Lincoln internment camp 
building at Buckstop Junction, a 
pioneer village east of Bismarck. 

The structure was set for de¬ 
molition in 2011 after serving for 
more than 40 years as the mainte¬ 
nance building at Bismarck State 
College. 

Beck and others rescued the 
barracks building and took the 
pieces to Buckstop Junction. 

The Fort Lincoln camp housed 
more than 4,000 German and 
Japanese prisoners of war from 
1941 to 1946. 

Tadpoles born at zoo 
released in Puerto Rico 

HA I ROYAL OAK — More 
I w 11 than 11,000 tadpoles 
born in the Detroit Zoo have been 
released in Puerto Rico in an ef¬ 
fort to restore an endangered toad 
to the Caribbean island. 

The Detroit Zoological Society 
said more than 52,000 other De¬ 
troit zoo-bom tadpoles have been 
shipped to Puerto Rico over the 
past decade. 

They are monitored to deter¬ 
mine if the toads are surviving 
and breeding. 

The toads thrived on Puerto 
Rico until sugar growers intro¬ 
duced a foreign toad they hoped 
would eat pests that feed on sugar 
cane. 

The introduced toad ate the na¬ 
tive toad’s young and took over its 
habitat. 

From wire reports 
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You rely on your military community 
when you’re far from home. 

We get that. 

Use our community sites to connect and share during 
your time overseas. With base information, travel tips, 
restaurant reviews and even the score of your son’s 
high school basketball game, we’ve got you covered. 


Visit one of our community sites today! 

Sfri^sQ UAM sjcgBOKINAWA 


guam.stripes.com ■okiimawa.stbipes.comI 


^^NDREA %i^JAPAN 


KOREA.STRIPES.COM ■ JAPAN.STRIPES.COM 



Stay connected and hey, 
welcome to the neighborhood. 


EUROPE STRIPES.COM 
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Comcast makes $65B offer for 21st Century Fox 


By Steven Zeitchik 

The Washington Post 

NEW YORK—Comcast made a 
$65 billion bid Wednesday for 21st 
Century Fox in what is expected 
to be the first of many attempts 
to buy up pieces of the entertain¬ 
ment world after AT&T’s decisive 
legal victory over the government 
to buy Time Warner. 

The offer sets up a battle of wills 
between two of the most dominant 
and deep-pocketed entertainment 
companies in the world — Walt 
Disney, which proposed a $52.4 
billion offer for Fox last year, 
and Comcast, the nation’s lead¬ 
ing cable company, which already 
owns Universal Studios and NBC. 

Such merger proposals are 
unlikely to be the last to be an¬ 
nounced in the coming months, 
given the government’s failed 
attempt to stop AT&T from pur¬ 
chasing Time Warner, analysts 
said. The stocks of entertainment 
companies soared Wednesday as 
investors grew giddy at the pros¬ 
pect of big conglomerates open¬ 
ing their wallets to buy ailing film 
and television studios. 

The impetus to own content 
has become even more urgent 
as technology has disrupted the 
traditional ways consumers got 
shows and movies. Americans in¬ 
creasingly are consuming enter¬ 


tainment on their smartphones or 
over high-speed internet connec¬ 
tions, rather than on living room 
television plugged into cable out¬ 
lets. And the coming advent of a 
new, ultra-fast wireless technol¬ 
ogy called 5G is expected to ac¬ 
celerate the trend. 

That has left cable, telecommu¬ 
nication and tech giants urgently 
searching for premier content they 
can control, which would make 
them more immune to shifting 
technologies. Beyond AT&T and 
Comcast, Apple, Google and Ama¬ 
zon all have moved into producing 
or buying original programming. 
Meanwhile, Disney is planning to 
launch a streaming app next that 
will enable it to reach consumers 
directly to compete with compa¬ 
nies such as Netfhx. 

“We’re dealing with huge com¬ 
panies that have the financial 
value greater than some coun¬ 
tries,” said Mary Ann Halford, a 
global media strategist at OC&C 
Strategy Consulting, said of tech 
giants’ moving into entertain¬ 
ment. “If (legacy entertainment) 
companies don’t step up now this 
could be a death knell for them the 
way digital media was for parts of 
the newspaper industry.” 

Whether the moves by all of 
those companies into each other’s 
businesses affect the shows them¬ 
selves remains to be seen. Many 


independent producers fear that 
21st Century Fox — which pro¬ 
duces edgy, award-winning mov¬ 
ies such as “The Shape of Water,” 
which won the Oscar for Best Pic¬ 
ture, and TV shows such as “Atlan¬ 
ta,” the fiercely independent show 
on FX — would see changes once 
in the hands of Comcast or Dis¬ 
ney, both of which have stressed 
big tentpole franchises more than 
films outside popular culture. 

Fox film chief Stacey Snider, 
who has been actively pursuing 
new projects as the days of the 
studio as a standalone entity are 
numbered, told The Post earlier 
this year “I do feel like it’s the 
end of an era; I’m not sure what 
the studio will look like after an 
acquisition.” 

Some companies have worried 
whether the government would 
block some of these deals, espe¬ 
cially those between companies 
in different lines of business. But 
such concerns are waning in the 
wake of AT&T’s win in court over 
antitrust regulators. Less than 24 
hours after the ruling, Comcast 
announced its offer for Fox. 

Its fight with Disney will play 
out in real time during the next 
week as Fox readies for a sched¬ 
uled board meeting on Wednes¬ 
day at which the issue will be 
raised. A meeting with 21st Cen¬ 
tury Fox shareholders on July 10 


EUROPE GAS PRICES 


PACIHC GAS PRICES 


Country 

Germany 
Change in price 
Netherlands 
Change in price 

Change in price 

Change in price 
Belgium 
Change in price 

Change in price 
Italy 

Change in price 


Super ElO Super unleaded Super plus Diesel 


no change 
$3,605 


Country 

Change in price 
Okinawa 
Change in price 


Unleaded Super unleaded Super plus 

$3,529 
-3.0 cents 


Diesel 

$3,299 
-2.0 cents 


South Korea $2,979 $3,329 

Change in price -3.0 cents -2.0 cents 


Guam $2,979** $3,329 

Change in price -3.0 cents -2.0 cents 


* Diesel EFD ** Midgrade 
For the week of June 16-22 


to discuss the offers will further 
cement the company’s fate. 

The original agreement be¬ 
tween Disney and Fox in Decem¬ 
ber called for Rupert Murdoch’s 
company selling many of its as¬ 
sets, including his film and televi¬ 
sion studios. National Geographic, 
a 30 percent stake in Hulu and 
its 39 percent stake in European 
cable giant Sky to Disney. Many 
analysts now expect Disney to 
raise its offer. 

But more than money distin¬ 
guishes the competing bids from 
Comcast and Disney. By adding 
shows like “This Is Us” and movie 
franchises like “Avatar” to its rich 
stable of “Star Wars,” Pixar, and 
Marvel movies, Disney would 
gain a commanding position in 
the entertainment world, en¬ 
abling it to better dictate terms to 
theater and cable companies and 
to entice millions to subscribe to 
its upcoming streaming service. 

Comcast presents a different vi¬ 
sion of a media company. It built 
itself into a powerhouse by be¬ 
coming the largest cable service 
provider in the country and then 
bought up some of the best-known 
content in Hollywood. In contrast 
to Disney, it said it could use its 
knowledge of subscription and dis¬ 
tribution relationships with con¬ 
sumers to enhance Fox’s reach. 

Comcast desires more content 


MARKET WATCH 


June 13, 2018 

Dow Jones -119.53 

industrials 25,201.20 


Nasdaq 

composite 



7,695.70 


standards. 

Poor’s 500 2,775.63 

Russell -5.76 

20°° 1,676.54 


that can help it beef up its own 
streaming service — possibly via 
Hulu, in which it would own a ma¬ 
jority stake if it won Fox. It also 
could use some film franchises. 
And it urgently needs an interna¬ 
tional presence. 

“For Comcast, this is a must- 
win,” BTIG analyst Rich Green¬ 
field told The Post. “It’s the most 
landlocked company out there. 
Fox is its only real shot for it to 
become a global company.” Also 
part of the deal is Asian enter¬ 
tainment giant Star India, which 
Fox owns. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (June 15). 

Dollar buys (June 15). 

British pound (June 15). 

Japanese yen (June 15). 

South Korean won (June 15).... 


,...$1.2018 
,...€0.8321 
$1 37 

.108.00 

,. 1,056.00 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira).4.6669 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


.0.3779 

,...$1.3325/0.7504 
1 3005 
6 4002 
6 3930 

.17.8492 

....$1.1653/0.8581 

.7.8484 

276 24 

.3.6017 

.110.34 

0 3023 

.8.0684 

53 22 

.3.67 

3 7509 

.1.3379 

.1,083.89 

0 9932 
32 16 


Prime rate.5.00 

Discount rate.2.50 

Federal funds market rate.1.70 

3-month bill.1.91 

30-year bond 3 10 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 
































Friday, June 15,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 21 


Weekend 



Teens learn to trust 
in ‘Cloak & Dagger’ 
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‘Incredibles 2' picks up 
where first Pixarfilm about 
family with powers left off 
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WEEKEND: GADGETS & CHARTS 
GADGET WATCH 


Dad-worthy devices 

These last-minute gift ideas will seem so thoughtful, 
he’ll never know you didn’t have them in mind all along 

By Gregg Ellman ■ tns 



Flexvolt 60V Max 2.5 Max 2.5 Gallon 
Cordless Air Compressor 


DeWALT’s Flexvolt 60V Max 2.5 Gallon Cordless Air Com¬ 
pressor is part of the DeWALT Flexvolt line, designed to give 
you the power of a corded tool but untethered from a wall outlet. 
What this means is the compressor (21.5 pounds without a bat¬ 
tery) is powered by a rechargeable 6.0Ah battery, good for up to 
1,220 nails for a floor, baseboard or anything of his choice on a 
single charge. The compressor has an oil-free pump and a single 
regulator for pressure adjustments, compared to two in many 
others. Just turn a knob to get your desired PSI. It’s built in 
a roll cage for durability with rubber feet. The maximum 
tank pressure is 135 PSI. 

Online: dewalt.com; $299, the Flexvolt Cordless Air 
Compressor comes with one 6.0Ah battery and a fast 
charger for $299 


Home and Go portable battery 

The myCharge’s Home and Go portable bat¬ 
tery is small (5.6-by-2.78-by-0.62 inches, 0.68 
pounds) and simple, but useful for dad to charge 
his cell phone, gaming unit, tablet or any other 
portable USB gadget on the go. With 8000 mAh 
of power, it will extend the life on most devices 
several times. A pair of USB ports lets you plug 
in your cables to charge two devices at once. It’s 
built with fold-out wall prongs to charge in any 
standard AC wall outlet, while also working as 
a charger while recharging itself. A four-light 
LED battery indicator shows you how much 
power is left. 

Online: mycharge.com; $49.99 


myFllpShade 

The myFlipShade will come in handy 
for every dad who has a smartphone. The 
pop-up shade is portable and attaches in 
seconds to help shield the sun (or rain), 
making it simple to read the LCD without 
hiding from the sun or flnding a shady loca¬ 
tion. And if it’s not sunny or raining, you 
can use the shade for some privacy from 
prying eyes at home, banks or those close 
airline seats. The thin profile myFlipShade 
slides on top of a smartphone and attaches 
with an adhesive strip. When not in use, just 
tuck it behind the phone or use it as a stand 
for hands-free use. 

Online: mycharge.com; $9.99 at Amazon 
and Target 


CX SPORT In-ear Bluetooth earbuds 

Sennheiser’s new CX SPORT in-ear Bluetooth 
earbuds will help dad turn the world off while he 
sits poolside, mows the lawn or while working out 
since they are splash- and sweat-resistant. The 
great-sounding portable headphones pack a lot of 
great features. Four sizes of ear adapters along 
with three fin sizes ensure a comfortable and 
secure fit and less external noise. An inline mic 
and controls handle calls and music selections. 
The internal battery charges in 10 minutes for an 
hour of sounds and fully charges in 1.5 hours for 
six hours of sound. You can also connect the CX 
SPORT to two devices simultaneously. 

Online: en-us.sennheiser.com; $129.95 



MyCharge/TNS 


The myFlipShade pop-up shade makes it simple to 
read the LCD without having to flee from the sun. 



Party Grill/TNS 


The Party Grill is designed for simple and continuous use so the 
party continues while the grilling happens. 

Party Grill 

Grill. Melt. Eat. Repeat. That’s the theme of the Party Grill, 
which is designed for simple and continuous use so the party 
keeps rocking while the grilling goes on. Put the grill right in 
the middle of the table, and guests can grill at will. The electric 
and smokeless tabletop grill is ideal for cooking and entertain¬ 
ing inside or out. On the top you can cook your meat, potatoes 
and veggies; sauces, cheese and other sides can be heated up on 
the bottom side in non-stick trays. 

Online: partygrill.com; $99, includes reversible grill top, 8 
non-stick pans and 8 scrapers 

Stinger On-the-Go 
Insect Zapper 

When I was younger and my dad 
got a bug zapper, he made sure we 
all knew when a bug got zapped. 

If your dad’s the same, it’s time 
he had the Stinger On-the-Go 
Insect Zapper, with 400 square 
feet of zapping coverage. It can 
be powered by AC or four AA bat¬ 
teries (neither included), or go really 
portable with the internal battery, 
which has a USB charge good for 
three hours. With a weight under 
2 pounds and a 10-inch height, the 
lanternesque zapper is great to use 
anywhere at home, lakeside or at 
any buggy summer activity. Inside 
the zapper is a black UV light and 
Stinger’s slow-release NOsquito 
Mosquito Octenol lure, which has 
735 mg of octenol to attract flying 
insects. The lure should be re¬ 
placed every 30 days. The zapper 
is made of a weatherproof plastic, 
clog-free design and has two operat¬ 
ing modes; zapping or ambient light. 

Online: stingerproducts.com; 

$19.99 for the zapper, replacement Stinger On-the-Go 

bulbs $9.99, replacement lure $6.99 Insect Zapper 



ITUNES MUSIC 

The top 10 songs on iTunes for the 
week ending June 7: 

1. "Girls Like You" (feat. Cordi B), 
Maroon 5 

2. "Simple," Florida Georgia Line 

3. "Psycho" (feat. Ty Dolla $ign), Post 
Malone 

4. "Africa," Weezer 

5. "I Like It," Cardi B, Bad Bunny &J 
Balvin 

6. "Whatever It Takes," Imagine 
Dragons 

7. "Must've Never Met You," Luke 

8. "In My Blood," Shawn Mendes 

9. "No Tears Left to Cry," Ariana 
Grande 

10. "Back to You," Selena Gomez 

— Compiled by AP 


SPOTIFY MUSIC 

The top 10 songs on Spotify for the 
week ending June 1 2: 

1. "Better Now," Post Malone 

2. "One Kiss" (with Dua Lipa), Calvin 

3. "I Like It," Cardi B 

4. "Back To You," Selena Gomez 

5. "Girls Like You" (feat. Cardi B), 
Maroon 5 

6. "Lucid Dreams," Juice WRLD 

7. "No Tears Left to Cry," Ariana 
Grande 

8. "Nice For What," Drake 

9. "Solo" (feat. Demi Lovato), Clean 
Bandit 

10. "All Mine," Kanye West 

— Compiled by Stars and Stripes 


ITUNES MOVIES 

The top 10 movies on iTunes for the 
week ending June 10: 

1. "Pacific Rim: Uprising" 

2. "Death Wish" 

3. "Game Night" 

4. "Black Panther 

5. "Annihilation" 

6. "A Wrinkle In 

7. "Red Sparrow" 

8. "Wonder" 

9. "I Can Only 
Imagine" 

10. "Jurassic Park" 

— Compiled by AP 


BOOKS 

The top 10 books on Apple's iBooks for 
the week ending June 3: 

1. "The Outsider," Stephen King 

2. "Shelter in Place," Nora Roberts 

3. "Use of Force," Brad Thor 

4. "The Fallen," David Baldacci 

5. "By Invitation Only," Dorothea 
Benton Frank 

6. "The 17th Suspect," Maxine Paetro 

7. "The Perfect Mother," Aimee Molloy 

8. "Calypso," David Sedaris 

9. "The President Is Missing," James 
Patterson and Bill Clinton 

10. "The Heart of Devin MacKade," 
Nora Roberts 

— Compiled by AP 


APPS 

The top paid iPhone apps for the week 
ending June 10: 

1. Heads Uol 

2. Minecraft 

3. Facetune 

4. Plague Inc. 

5. iSchedule 

6. Bloons TD 5 

7. PlantSnap Plant Identification 

8. Geometry Dash 

9. NBA2K18 

10. Papa's Freezeria To Go! 

— Compiled by AP 
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WEEKEND 


CHECK IT OUT 


Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time 



Patterson, Clinton 
join literary forces 

If you’re sick of divisive 
politics (and who isn’t?) and 
looking for a silly summer 
read, the unlikely collabora¬ 
tion of bestselling author 
James Patterson and for¬ 
mer President Bill Clinton 
might be just the thing. 

“The President Is Miss¬ 
ing” combines Patterson’s 
penchant for rip-roaring 
action sequences and 
Clinton’s self-serving 
descriptions and wonky 
mini-lectures, often with 
mixed results. It’s an interesting 
experiment, and if you measure its 
success according to book sales, 
it’s doing quite well — it’s currently 
No. 2 on Amazon’s most-read list. 

• Book review on Page 38. 


WELC 


CLINTON 


PRESIDENT 

IS missing 


Author James Patterson, left, and former President Bill Clinton promote their new novel, “The President Is Missing,” June 5. 
Clinton's debut as a novelist is already one of the year's biggest literary hits. 


2 

Ell catching on with 
‘Continuum Project’ 

Lindsay Ell followed the path that many aspir¬ 
ing country artists take when she moved to 
Nashville in 2010. 

It took the Canadian 
singer/songwriter a 
while to find her foot¬ 
ing, but with the help 
of Sugarland’s Kristian 
Bush, she’s now a 
star on the rise. Her 
“Continuum Project” 
remakes a John Mayer album and promises 
more great things coming from Ell. 

• Profile on Page 36. 


3 

Disney gives a peek 
at live-action ‘Dumbo’ 

So far, Disney’s remakes of beloved animated 
classics as live-action features have been sur¬ 
prisingly successful. Next up is “Dumbo,” due 
out next March. The first trailer for “Dumbo” 
gives us a few glimpses of the sweet, mis¬ 
understood little guy, and suggests a greater 
emphasis on humans this time around. Tim 
Burton and Danny Elfman team up to direct 
and score the film, which promises a little 
weirdness. Tiny sidekick Timothy Mouse 
looks like he’ll be replaced by human chil¬ 
dren. And whether Dumbo gets drunk again 
or not, it appears we’ll have pink elephants. 

• Trailer at tinyurl.com/y8sn3vbb. 


4 

Honest Trailers mocks, 
honors ‘Incredibles’ 

Screen Junkies, the folks behind Honest 
Trailers, usually have no trouble skewering 
films. It’s clear they had a tough time finding 
anything wrong with the original “Incredibles” 
movie from 2004, though they still manage 
to find some funnies to point out. Perhaps 
Syndrome wasn’t all that bad ... we regular 
folks could’ve all had rocket boots! Perhaps 
Mr. Incredible should have thought through 
that whole secret mission thing ... Before you 
rush out this weekend to see the original, 
take four minutes to revisit “the best ‘Fantas¬ 
tic Four’ movie never made.” 

• Watch it at tinyurl.com/y6wt5sb4. 
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After 14 years, ‘Incredibles 2’ picks up with its superhero family 


By Josh Rottenberg 
Los Angeles Times 

B rad Bird stood in front of a full orchestra on the 
Barbra Streisand Scoring Stage on the Sony 
Pictures lot, his leg bouncing to the beat, a big 
grin on his face. 

At a recent scoring session for Pixar Animation Studios’ 
superhero sequel “Incredibles 2,” the film’s writer-direc¬ 
tor watched as dozens of musicians brought composer 
Michael Giacchino’s jazzy, ’60s-infiected score to life. For 
a die-hard cinephile like Bird, the hallowed history of 
this particular scoring stage — which had been used to 
record the music for films like “The Wizard of Oz,’’ “Gone 
With the Wind” and “Lawrence of Arabia,” not to mention 
the first “Incredibles” — only added to his delight. “The 
ghosts in the room are the highest-quality film ghosts you 
can get,” he said. 

When “Incredibles 2” arrives in theaters this weekend, 
the action will pick up immediately after the events of 
the first film, with the superhero Parr family — parents 
Bob/Mr. Incredible and Helen/Elastigirl and kids Violet, 
Dash and Jack-Jack — ready to battle evil as if not a min¬ 
ute had passed. For the film’s cast and crew as well as the 
moviegoing audience, though, it’s been 14 long years since 
the original film. And for much of that time, it wasn’t clear 
this moment would ever come. 

In November 2004, “The Incredibles” — the story of 
a family of superheroes forced to hide their powers and 
try to blend into suburbia — opened to rapturous reviews, 
going on to earn $633 million in global box office receipts. 
Critics and audiences alike fell in love with the film’s all- 
too-human do-gooders — including Mr. Incredible (voiced 
by Craig T. Nelson), Elastigirl (Holly Hunter) and Frozone 
(Samuel L. Jackson) — who struggle to balance the mun¬ 
dane problems of marriage and child-rearing with saving 
the world. 

Bird, who’d been inspired to conceive “The Incredibles” 
out of his own boyhood love of spy films and comic books, 
capped the film’s success by taking the Oscar for ani¬ 
mated feature. But rather than dive straight into a sequel, 
as many filmmakers would have, he moved on to other 
projects, directing 2007’s Pixar hit “Ratatouille,” 2011’s 
“Mission: Impossible — Ghost Protocol” and 2015’s sci-fi 
adventure “Tomorrowland.” 


When a new villain hatches a brilliant and dangerous 
plot, a family of superheroes must find a way to 
work together again in “Incredibles 2 ," the sequel 
to the 2004 film “The Incredibles.” 

Photos courtesy of Disney/Pixar 


“There’s a weird assumption now that right after you do a 
movie that is a success, that the next thing you should do is a 
sequel to that movie,” Bird said. “I don’t have a problem with 
sequels; some of my favorite movies are sequels. But people 
are almost slightly indignant that I haven’t made (another 
“Incredibles” film) until now 
— and that part I don’t under¬ 
stand. Sequels are fine, but I 
think they’re in danger of tak¬ 
ing up too much of the cultural 
bandwidth of movies.” 

Still, for Bird, “The Incredi¬ 
bles” — which had vaulted him 
to success after the box-office 
failure of his critically lauded 
1999 directing debut, “The 
Iron Giant” — has always 
held a special place in his 
heart. “The most fun experi¬ 
ence I’ve had yet making a 
movie was the first Tncred- 
ibles,”’ he said. “It seems 
on the outside like a really 
hyper-commercial movie, but it’s strangely personal to 
me. It’s all the stuff I liked blended in with my own fam¬ 
ily, who I love. It’s got its own flavor.” 

The original “Incredibles” had seemed tailor-made 
for a sequel, ending on a cliffhanger in which the Parrs, 
having vanquished a villain named Syndrome, prepare 
to do battle with a new baddie called the Underminer. 

As the years went on and no follow-up seemed to be on 
the horizon, many fans were perplexed. 

“People were asking, ‘Where is it? How come you 
guys haven’t done another one?”’ Nelson said. “I think 
in Brad’s head it was just a question of: How are you 
going to tell the story? What’s going to be the hook 
here?” 


I There’s a weird 
assumption now 
that right after 
you do a movie 

I that is a success, 
that the next 
thing you should 
do is a sequel to 
that movie. ^ 

Brad Bird 

writer-director, 
“Incredibles 2" 
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‘Incredibles 2’ 


Family fun 
and insight 
in sprightly 
follow-up 


By Lindsey Bahr 

Associated Press 


HI 


Whe Incredibles” writer-di¬ 
rector Brad Bird has said 
I that his characters’ powers 
are all born of stereotypes. 
Dad is strong, mom is stretched in a 
million directions, teenage girls put up 
shields, little boys are full of boundless 
energy, and babies are unpredictable. 

It’s why he decided that for the sequel, 
“Incredibles 2,” a buoyant and quick-wit¬ 
ted romp, he’d pick up right where we left 
off, in that parking lot after Dash’s track 
meet where a new threat emerges from 
underground. No matter that in reality, 14 
years had actually passed. Animation is 
not bound by time or aging actors. 

For the rest of us, however, 14 years is 
still 14 years. And in the past 14 years, the 
business of Hollywood has become the 
business of superhero movies. 

It’s hard to remember a time when 
there weren’t a dozen a year. But when 
“The Incredibles” came out in 2004, 
they were still a bit of an anomaly at the 
multiplex — its cheeky, mockumentary 
realism, its jokes about capes, secret 
identities, “monologue-ing” and the 
dangers of toxic, obsessive fandom was 
the perfect introduction (and indoctrina¬ 
tion) to superheroes for those who couldn’t 



j./ 




“Incredibles 2” follows 
Elastigirl as she sets out 
to save the world and 
put superheroes back in 
the spotlight, while Mr. 
Incredible must stay at 
home and learn to live 
a normal life with Dash, 
Violet and Jack-Jack. 

Disney/Pixar 


care less. Pixar magic made superhero 
believers out of the skeptics. And by 2008, 
we all thought, sure, let’s see about this 
Tony Stark fellow and someone called 
Iron Man. 

In “Incredibles 2,” it seems like Bird 
himself is wrestling with a culture he 
helped facilitate — not totally dissimilar 
to what Steven Spielberg did earlier this 
year in “Ready Player One.” But instead 
of nostalgia on trial, it’s superheroes and 
screens. 

The villain here is called Screenslaver, 
who uses screens to hypnotize anyone 
watching. It’s both the most retro plan of 
all (keeping with Bird’s love of the ’60s 
aesthetic) and still somehow utterly mod¬ 
ern. Annoyed by how blindly and wholly 
consumerist everyone has become at the 
mercy of screens and simulated experi¬ 
ences in lieu of real ones, from movies to 
video games, Screenslaver has set out to 
end that, and squash Municiberg’s depen¬ 
dence on and obsession with superheroes. 
As with the first, there are a million ideas 
at play here (not a flaw, by the way), in¬ 
cluding evolving family dynamics. 

Most of the original voice cast has 


returned, including Craig T. Nelson as 
Bob Parr/Mr. Incredible, Holly Hunter as 
Helen Parr/Elastigirl, Bird as Edna Mode, 
Sarah Vowell as Violet Parr and Samuel L. 
Jackson as Lucius Best/Frozone (the only 
slight change in the main players is that 
Dash Parr is now voiced by Huck Milner). 
And once again, superheroes are still on 
shaky ground in Municiberg and are put 
on ice after the Parr family accidentally 
damages some public property while try¬ 
ing to take down a criminal. 

But a wealthy heir and superhero ap- 
preciator Winston Deavor (Bob Odenkirk) 
and his tech-savvy sister Evelyn (Cath¬ 
erine Keener) have a plan to rehabilitate 
their image. Right now, the public sees 
only the destruction. The Deavors propose 
outfitting superheroes with body cams to 
get exciting footage of their feats. 

“Incredibles 2” provides a bit of a cor¬ 
rective on a micro level to the first Aim’s 
gender politics by sending mom off to work 
and making dad stay home. The animation 
is also a heck of a lot better. “The Incredi¬ 
bles” looks downright primitive and even a 
tad ugly in retrospect. 


Although it gets off to a slow start, ulti¬ 
mately it’s also quite a bit of fun, from the 
absurd (Jack-Jack’s burgeoning powers) 
to the grounded (Dad helping Dash with 
his math homework or trying to make 
up for getting in the way of Violet’s date 
and embarrassing her even further in the 
process). 

Like “Ready Player One,” however, 
“Incredibles 2” kind of loses the thread 
by the end. A villain is a villain no matter 
how salient their point, and Mr. Incred¬ 
ible, Elastigirl and their offspring are our 
heroes and thus we must root for them 
even while thinking that Screenslaver 
might be on to something. 

It’s still fun to watch smart storytellers 
like Bird working within the system and 
using his platform to self-evaluate or com¬ 
ment on what’s going on, even if the conclu¬ 
sion is a little flimsy. Bird could have easily 
just brought back his lovable characters, 
leaned on Jack-Jack’s antics and cashed 
in the check. It makes the effort and care 
here seem even more incredible. 

“Incredibles 2” is rated PG for action sequences 
and some brief mild language. Running time: 118 
minutes. 


When we made “The Incredibles,” there 
were only two active superhero franchises. 
... It was a pretty clear field and pretty 
green and watered and not too tromped 
on. Right now it’s a dried-up soccer field 
that’s got giant gopher holes in it. So it’s a 
different thing to coax life out of. ^ 

Brad Bird 

writer-director, “Incredibles 2” 
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Bird had actually concocted 
the initial germ of a sequel 
around the release of the first 
film with a story that would see 
Helen pushed to the forefront 
of the action while Bob stayed 
home with the kids, including 
baby Jack-Jack, whose super¬ 
powers have begun to reveal 
themselves. “I liked the fact that 
that would put the characters 
in uncomfortable or revealing 
places,” he said. “How would 
Helen feel about going back? 

How would Bob handle not being 
the one chosen? How would the 
kids feel about it? It just seemed 
to be kind of juicy and fun.” 

But while Bird was aware that 
executives at Pixar and its corpo¬ 
rate parent, the Walt Disney Co., 
were eager for him to make a 
follow-up, for years the project 
remained only half-formed. “The 
rest of the story — the sort of su¬ 
perhero plot part — was always 
unendingly shifting,” he said. “It 
almost wore me out as a writer 
because I kept having to redo it 
to get it balanced.” 

Hunter says at a certain point 
the notion of a sequel fell off 
her radar. “I wasn’t tracking it,” 
said the actress. “I just kind of 
felt like if something was going 
on, we would know about it. And 


something wasn’t going on for so 
long that I stopped thinking that 
it ever would. I mean, 14 years is 
a long time.” 

Complicating the challenge 
was that, in the wake of “The 
Incredibles,” the cinematic 
landscape had changed dramati¬ 
cally around Bird, as superhero 
Aims began sucking up an ever¬ 
growing share of the oxygen in 
Hollywood. 

“When we made ‘The In¬ 
credibles,’ there were only two 
active superhero franchises: 
‘X-Men’ and ‘Spider-Man,’” Bird 
said. “Otherwise it was a pretty 
clear held and pretty green and 
watered and not too tromped 
on.” He laughed. “Right now 
it’s a dried-up soccer held that’s 
got giant gopher holes in it, you 
know? So it’s a different thing to 
coax life out of.” 

In a world now awash in ever- 
splashier comic-book movies. 
Bird knew that trying to compete 
in that arms race would be folly. 
Rather than stuff the sequel with 
more eye-popping spectacle in 
an effort to top the original, he 
thought, it was better to keep 
the focus squarely on the core 
strength of the franchise: its 
characters. 

“If people have a planet 
exploding in one movie, they try 


to have three planets explode in 
the next one — and it just doesn’t 
work that way,” he said. “That’s 
not spectacular. What’s spectacu¬ 
lar — and very hard to do — is 
make people care. I love great 
special effects as much as any¬ 
body. But it’s hard to worry about 
a fireball if you don’t care about 
the person running from it.” 

In “Incredibles 2,” Helen 
Parr/Elastigirl finds herself 
recruited by a pair of business¬ 
owning siblings (voiced by Bob 
Odenkirk and Catherine Keener) 
in a campaign to bring super¬ 
heroes back out of the shadows. 
“It’s fun for her competitive edge 
to be fully out, no apologies,” 
Hunter said. “So often I think 


subconsciously in the culture it’s 
better if women don’t compete. 
It’s not quite as acceptable, even 
now. So it was quite fun to play 
an unabashedly competitive 
woman who loves to win.” 

Beyond that. Bird — who had to 
speed up plans for the film when 
Pixar swapped its release with 
“Toy Story 4,” moving it up by a 
year — won’t divulge much about 
the plot. “Wackiness ensues,” 
he said with a wry smile. “It’s 
going to be big. Popcorn will be 
munched.” (Asked if the Aim’s 
main villain is the mass-hypnotiz¬ 
ing Screenslaver, who is teased 
in the trailer, he remained coy: 
“Yeah, enter the theater thinking 
that. See where it takes you.”) 


After such a long wait, ex¬ 
pectations for the film, both 
critically and commercially, are 
undeniably supersized. But with 
the release still weeks away. Bird 
isn’t feeling any m^or jitters 
just yet. “We survived this killer 
schedule and people are still 
talking to me and they’re proud 
of their work,” he said. “There’s 
peace in the kingdom at the mo¬ 
ment. I’m sure I’ll get anxious, 
but right now I’m just kind of 
enjoying it.” 

Over the years, as he was 
struggling to crack the “In¬ 
credibles” sequel. Bird was 
approached a number of times 
with the opportunity to direct a 
live-action superhero film. But 
while some would consider that 
the ultimate brass ring in today’s 
Hollywood, he never went for it. 
For Bird, it was hard to imagine 
anything in the superhero realm 
being more incredible than “The 
Incredibles.” 

“I was tempted because they 
put a lot of resources into those 
Aims and it’s like a toy set that 
you can play with,” he said. “But 
on the other hand, I felt like. I’ve 
already got my superheroes. I like 
my superheroes. It’s like family. 
You say, ‘Who would I like to go 
home to tonight? Well, I’d like to 
go home to my family’ ” 
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New Line Cinema 


The comedy “Tag,” starring Jeremy Renner, left, and Jon Hamm, centers on a group of friends who 
have been playing the same game of tag for decades. 


On their game 

Tag’ is a fun bromantic comedy with a nimble cast 


By Ann Hornaday 
The Washington Post 

ag,” a genial comedy about best 
buds who have been playing the 
same game of tag for 30 years, is 
about arrested adolescence at its 
core. And this haphazard collection of setups, 
stunts and gags has that same scattershot, digres¬ 
sive energy. The best way to appreciate this fitfully 
funny collection of japes and jests is to treat it like 
any teenage boy in your midst: Focus on the posi¬ 
tives and know that even its worst is only a phase. 

Based on a Wall Street Journal story about 10 
men who, every February, relive the tag game 
they started as high school students in Spokane, 
Wash., “Tag” whittles the group down to five, 
who choose the merry month of May to engage in 
all manner of high jinks, disguises and carefully 
choreographed pranks to tap one another on the 
shoulder and announce “You’re It.” (Whoever is 
“It” at 11:59 p.m. on May 31 has to live with the 
ignominy for a year.) 

As the movie opens, Hogan (Ed Helms) goes 
through elaborate motions to tag Bob (Jon Hamm) 
and to tell him that Jerry, the only member of the 
group who’s never been tagged, is getting mar¬ 
ried later that month. Their quarry firmly in their 
sights, the guys — who live in various cities across 
the country—join forces to descend on the wed¬ 
ding and finally bring the elusive Jerry to heel, 
even if it means sabotaging his vows. 

As a “Hangover”-esque bromance/action com¬ 
edy, “Tag” is mostly set pieces during which the 
principals try to outsmart and corner each other: 
Director Jeff Tomsic stages these sequences as 
typical slow-motion shootouts, only with pow¬ 
dered doughnuts and knitting bags as ammo. 

The weaponized silliness results in some painful 
pratfalls, including one character’s plunge from 
an apartment fire escape and, later, having a ther¬ 
mos of hot coffee thrown in his face. 

But it’s all in good fun within the world of a 
film in which the bruises and scrapes are never 
more than cosmetic and competition is a barely 
sublimated form of dude-love at its most ride-or- 
die. With the exception of a bizarre recurring joke 
involving miscarriage and an overarching delight 
with f-bombs and garden-variety raunch, “Tag” 
wears its innocence on its polo-shirt sleeve, even 
sneaking in a shameless play for sympathy late in 
the third act. 

The key to “Tag’s” success lies in the ensemble 


‘Tag’ cast members set 
Guinness World Record 

On June 5, in the spirit and excitement of the 
upcoming theatrical release of New Line Cinema’s 
“Tag,” cast members Ed Helms, Jake Johnson, 
Hannibal Buress, Jon Hamm and Jeremy Renner 
rallied fans at Six Flags Over Texas in Arlington, 
Texas, to participate in a record-breaking game of 
everyone’s favorite playground game. 

Movie lovers, amusement park thrillseekers and 
everyone who’s ever yelled, “Not it!” were invited 
to join the cast in an effort to break the world 
record for the Largest Game of Freeze Tag ever. 

The attempt was successful, breaking the previous 
Guinness World Records title of 634 participants, 
with a whopping 661 freeze tag players throughout 
the park. Philip Robertson from Guinness World 
Records was In attendance to verify the win and 
present a plaque. 

As a special thanks, the cast members surprised 
participants by inviting them to a special preview 
screening of “Tag” on June 6. 

From Business Wire 


of accomplished comic players, who mesh here 
with antic, good-natured chemistry. Helms and 
Hamm are joined by Jake Johnson (playing a 
shiftless pothead), Hannibal Buress (the master 
of spacey non sequiturs) and Jeremy Renner, who 
plays the ninjalike Jerry as if he’s auditioning for 
his next “Bourne” movie. Isla Fisher is less ingra¬ 
tiating as Hogan’s unpleasantly cutthroat wife, 
and Annabelle Wallis often looks utterly at sea as 
the Journal reporter who joins the guys on their 
greatest “get” ever. 

But thanks to the movie’s nimble group of actors, 
their deadpan interior monologues and some well- 
executed ambushes and booby traps, “Tag” winds 
up being an undemanding, if instantly disposable, 
pleasure. As much fun as the movie often is, an 
end-credit montage suggests that the real-hfe 
guys are probably more amusing and ingeniously 
diabolical than their fictional counterparts. 

“tag” is rated R for strong language throughout, crude 

sexual material, drug use and brief nudity. Running time: 
100 minutes. 




Sony Pictures/AP 


An update of the 1972 blaxploitation film, “Superfly” follows a 
career criminal who tries to escape the Atlanta drug scene, only to 
have one bad deal put him in harm’s way. Starring Jason Mitchell, 
left, and Trevor Jackson. 


Out-of-touch ‘Superfly’ 
has a few bright spots 


By Katie Walsh 

Tribune News Service 

G angster movies are an 
incredibly useful media 
artifact for examining 
the fraught relationship 
between historically marginal¬ 
ized groups and the myth of 
the American dream. 1972’s 
super cool blaxploitation picture 
“Super Fly” was a groundbreak¬ 
ing entry into the gangster genre, 
a bold depiction lionizing the 
life of a drug dealer, Young¬ 
blood Priest (played by Ron 
O’Neal). With the help of Curtis 
Mayfield’s addictive theme song, 
“Pusherman,” “Super Fly” 
became a cultural icon. But can 
the story be adapted to the world 
of2018? 

Mysterious music video direc¬ 
tor Director X gives it his best 
effort in his Hollywood studio 
directing debut, “Superfiy.” With 
a script by screenwriter Alex Tse 
and hot young star Trevor Jack- 
son as Priest, “Superfiy,” now 
set in Atlanta, tries to be fly. But 
lacking the grit and shock factor 
of the original, this version is just 
corny and dated. 

Part of that is a leading man 
problem. The gorgeous Jackson 
is just too pretty to be Priest. 

He’s lacking the gravitas O’Neal 
brought to the role, even if he 
does sport a permed pompadour 
in tribute to the original Priest’s 
relaxed ’do (the other characters 
mercilessly clown him for his 
hair). 

“Superfiy” follows the orig¬ 
inal’s plot structure, hitting 
almost every gangster movie 
trope along the way, because 
“Super Fly” helped to establish 
those tropes so long ago. It’s one 
last deal before getting out of 
the game. Even though Priest 
appears to be about 23 years old, 
he’s ready for retirement, espe¬ 
cially with so much heat from 
rival gang Snow Patrol, a crew 
of thugs always decked out in all 
white (apparently they’re also 
big fans of the 2007 emo ballad 
“Chasing Cars”). 

The film follows a checklist 
of references for every drug or 
gangster movie from the past 
30 years, seemingly in conver¬ 
sation with its predecessors. 


Priest works for a dealer named 
Scatter, played by Michael K. 
Williams, and it’s hard not to 
imagine him as an alternate 
timeline for his character Omar 
from “The Wire.” There are 
“Goodfellas” and “Scarface” 
references, Mexican cartels and 
political corruption, and to bring 
it up to date, there’s a police 
brutality subplot for Priest to 
“stick it to the man.” But it only 
reminds us, queasily, just how 
familiar we now are with the 
cinematic iconography of police 
shootings. There’s even a Rodney 
King visual reference, which is 
daring, but Tse and X don’t take 
it further than that. 

The filmmakers flirt with 
cultural commentary, but they 
seem far more interested in the 
fun stuff: the money, the clothes, 
the cars, the miles of jiggling 
female flesh and copious, jarring 
amounts of gun violence. Priest 
is a ladies’ man, and here, he’s 
so virile, he’s in a polyamorous 
relationship with two women 
(we get a sex scene straight from 
Skinemax), and he spends most 
of his time in strip clubs — or 
around people who think they’re 
in strip clubs — making it rain 
for random women at house par¬ 
ties. 

The aggressive sexual objec¬ 
tification and other misogynistic 
depictions of women of color are 
disturbing, and it makes “Super¬ 
fly” feel out of touch. If he’s the 
vanguard of cool, this is not cool 
at all. Same goes for the glorifica¬ 
tion of guns. That just doesn’t fly. 
It all just looks like a Puff Daddy 
video from the late ’90s, back 
when we weren’t woke. 

There are some bright spots 
— Jason Mitchell is far too good 
and far too funny for this mate¬ 
rial as Priest’s right hand man 
Eddie, and the cast is filled with 
fun cameos, like OutKast rapper 
Big Boi as the mayor of Atlanta. 
The film is fascinating simply as 
a means of examining how the 
genre updates itself, and for the 
audience reaction. But “Super¬ 
fly” is both problematic and 
incredibly silly, which is unfortu¬ 
nately a lethal combination. 

“Superfiy” is rated R for violence and 
language throughout, strong sexuality, 
nudity and drug content. Running time: 
116 minutes. 
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Along the half-mile Tholix-Runde hiking trail that encircles the Schaumbei^ plateau in Tholey, Germany, breaks in the foliage reveal the 
Schaumbei^ tower above and parts of a 328-foot section of ancient Roman fortress below. 


Schaumberg tower in Germany surrounded by forest, trails 


ON THE QT 


By Michael B. Keller 

Stars and Stripes 

O ne of the things I enjoy the most about 
living in western Germany is having a 
wide variety of ways to experience the 
region’s natural beauty. 

Whether viewing river valleys by boat, visit¬ 
ing the numerous vineyards while cruising 
the bicycle-friendly roadways or taking in the 
sights and sounds along the seemingly endless 
network of hiking trails, just about any idyllic 
landscape that I want to visit is available one 
way or another. 

It was with this variety in mind that I set out 
to experience the unique view offered by the 
Schaumberg tower in Tholey. 

The tower, inaugurated in 1976 and reopened 
in 2013 after modernization, is a 123-foot-tall 
structure on top of the more than 1,800-foot-tall 
Schaumberg mountain. Located about 50 miles 
west of Kaiserslautern, it is at one of the high¬ 
est elevations in the German state of Saarland. 
From this height the observation deck near the 
top of the tower commands views from nearby 
Tholey to the distant Vosges mountain range in 
eastern France. 

There are survey photographs with labels and 
distance markers mounted on the safety railing 
to help with orientation and to identify distant 


geographic features. There are also coin-oper¬ 
ated telescopes if you want a closer look at the 
landscape. 

To get to the top, I used the outdoor staircase, 
and as it’s exposed, I could feel a pleasant, cool 
breeze. But the indoor staircase I took on the 
way down also had its advantages — it was lined 
with placards that detailed 2,500 years of the 
region’s history in several languages, including 
English. Though I trekked to the Schaumberg 
tower specifically to see the 360-degree view 
from the observation deck, I can’t pass up read¬ 
ing about the history of an area, especially when 
that history is written in my native tongue. 

The surrounding forest has hiking trails of 
various difficulties and distances. During my 
visit, I walked the relatively short half-mile 
Tholix-Runde trail, which goes around the Scha¬ 
umberg plateau and features a 328-foot section 
of fortress dating to Roman times. It was fun 
to catch glimpses of the tower above and the 
sunlight shining through the foliage onto the 
ancient history below. 

My visit to the tower, hiking trail and the res¬ 
taurant at the foot of the tower for change — the 
entrance turnstile requires coins — lasted 
more than three hours. However, I left wishing 
I had allotted more time to explore more of the 
surrounding forest and the longer trails. 
keller.mike@stripes.com 


DIRECTIONS 

Address: Zum Schaumbergturm 1, 
66636 Tholey, Germany 
Free parking is available in lots 
next to the tower. 

TIMES 

10 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily March 16 to 
Nov. 11 and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 
Nov. 2 to March 15. 

COSTS 

1 euro ($1.18) per person. Euro 
coins are required to operate the 
entrance turnstile. 

FOOD 

There is a restaurant, the 
Schaumberg Aim, at the tower. 

INFORMATION 

Phone: (-h 49) (0) 6853-502-0090, 
website (in German but Google’s 
translate to English function 
works well): mein-schaumberg.de. 

— Michael B. Keller 



The “Wishing Tree-Faces of Hope” exhibit is at the Visitors to the tower can use the coin-operated telescope to view Traiis of varying difficulties and iengths surround the 

base of the Schaumberg tower in Tholey, Germany. the sights below. Schaumberg tower. 
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Fit for a queen: Britain’s royal residences 



Cameron HEWiTT/Ricksteves.com 


Often the backdrop for colorful pageantry, Buckingham Palace has a lavish interior 
that’s open to visitors in late summer when the Queen is out of town. 


C hances are, you weren’t invited to 
the wedding of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle — neither was I 
— but that doesn’t mean you can’t 
visit Windsor Castle, where it happened, 
or other royal residences in Great Britain. 
In addition to Windsor Castle, London’s 
Kensington, Buckingham and Hampton 
Court palaces — and the more remote 
Balmoral Castle in the Scottish Highlands 
— are great places to put yourself in royal 
shoes for a day. 

British royalty has been calling Wind¬ 
sor home since the days of William the 
Conqueror — almost a thousand years ago 
— who built the first fortified castle on a 
chalk hill above the Thames. Later kings 
added on to his early designs, rebuilding 
and expanding the castle and surrounding 
gardens. Today it’s the favored castle of 
Queen Elizabeth II, who considers Wind¬ 
sor her primary residence. She generally 
hangs her crown here on weekends, using 
it as an escape from her workaday grind 
at Buckingham Palace. 

While commoners can’t stay at her digs, 
the town that lies just outside its walls 
makes for a cozy stopover. I find it to be 
an especially good spot for a peaceful and 
charming last night in England. Though it 
lies just under the landing path of Lon¬ 
don’s Heathrow Airport, it’s a delightful 
town at night. 

Day or night, the castle — claimed to be 
the largest and oldest occupied castle in 
the world — dominates the town. William 
the Conqueror built the first fortification 
in the late 11th century for himself and his 
occupying Norman forces. With easy ac¬ 
cess to London via the River Thames and 
a handy hunting forest nearby, later royals 
enhanced the site as a sumptuous palace. 

The castle’s spectacular St. George’s 
Hall is the site of state banquets, when a 
single table is set stretching the length 
of the hall, seating 160 guests. A visit to 


the ornate state rooms — open whenever 
the queen isn’t in residence — includes a 
chance to enjoy an up-close peek at Queen 
Mary’s Dolls’ House. 

The castle grounds are also home to 
St. George’s Chapel, where Harry and 
Meghan said their vows. Dating from 
about 1500, and one of the finest examples 
of Gothic architecture in England, it holds 
the tombs of 10 sovereigns, including 

Henry VIII and 
his favorite wife, 
Jane Seymour. 

Back in Lon¬ 
don, Kensington 
Palace is on 
the royal radar 
because it’s the 
home of Prince 
William and his 
family — and 
now Harry and 
Meghan as well. 
While some of 
the palace is open to the public, the royals’ 
private quarters are off-limits. 

Kensington Palace has long been asso¬ 
ciated with Queen Victoria, who was born 
here in 1819. Sitting primly on its pleasant 
parkside grounds in central London, the 
palace is immaculately restored. A visit 
here gives a fun glimpse into the lives of 
several important residents, such as Wil¬ 
liam and Mary, George III and Victoria. 
After Queen Victoria moved the monar¬ 
chy to Buckingham Palace, lesser royals 
bedded down at Kensington. Princess 
Diana lived here both during and after 
her marriage to Prince Charles. 

Unless you’re in London in August or 
September — or on Her Majesty’s A-list 
— it’s unlikely you’ll get a peek inside 
Buckingham Palace. The Queen opens 19 
of her palace’s lavish state rooms to the 
public — but only in late summer when 
she’s out of town. 


Fifteen miles up the Thames is Hamp¬ 
ton Court Palace, the 500-year-old royal 
hangout that was a favorite of Henry VIII, 
Elizabeth I and Charles 1. The stately 
palace stands overlooking the Thames and 
includes some impressive Tudor rooms 
and has an industrial-strength kitchen 
capable of keeping 600 courtiers fed. The 
sculpted garden features a rare Tudor 
tennis court and a popular maze. 

The royals don’t limit themselves to 
England. Today, Queen Elizabeth II and 
her family still spend some summer days 
at Balmoral in the Scottish Highlands. 

Balmoral has been home to royals since 
1848, when Queen Victoria and Prince 
Albert visited and fell in love with this 
remote part of Britain. In that same year. 


when the rest of Europe was ensnared in 
anti-royalist, pro-democracy revolutions, 
Victoria purchased Balmoral Castle and 
its vast 50,000-acre estate. 

Today, Balmoral welcomes the public 
for much of the year. However, access is 
limited: You can roam the gardens, see 
some exhibits in the stables, but only visit 
a single big room in the palace. 

Every time there’s a coronation, a mar¬ 
riage or a birth, the British recharge their 
inclination to embrace their royalty. For 
royal watchers, visiting these residences 
is a chance to be a small part of pomp. 

Rick Steves (www.ricksteves.com) writes 
European travei guidebooks and hosts travel 
shows on public television and public radio. Email 
him at rick@ricksteves.com and follow his blog on 
Facebook. 



Rick Steves 


TOP TRAVEL PICKS 


Contemporary art fair 
in Basel 

Of all of Europe’s best known 
and prestigious art fairs. Art 
Basel ranks right at the top. As 
a place to see and be seen, A-list 
celebrities and millionaires often 
surface in the Swiss city by the 
Rhine. But you need not be either 
rich or famous to enjoy perusing 
the show’s abundance of modern 
and contemporary art. 

Through June 17, the interna¬ 
tional art world comes together 
at Art Basel, where more than 
290 galleries from across the 
globe display the works of more 
than 4,000 artists. The lectures, 
exhibitions and events offered by 
cultural institutions across the 
city lend a constant buzz to the 
atmosphere. 

The exhibition space is divided 
into sectors including Feature, 
with curated presentations and 
thematic exhibits; Statements, 
for emerging artists and galler¬ 
ies; Edition, with rare publica¬ 
tions; Unlimited, giant-sized 
editions of various works; and 
Parcours, offsite sculptures, 
performances and acts designed 
to subvert the natural rhythm of 
the fair. The heart of the show is 
its Galleries sector, where works 
including paintings, drawings, 
sculpture, installations, prints. 



Karen Bradbury 


Read more about things to do I 
in the Europe Traveler blog: I 

stripes.com/blogs/europe-traveler 


photography, video and digital 
art are on display. 

The fair takes place at the 
Messe Basel 11 a.m.-7 p.m. daily. 
Adult tickets go for 50 Swiss 
Francs (about $50.60). Entry 
after 5 p.m. costs 28 Francs. 
Guided tours in English are 
available at additional cost. Tick¬ 
ets are also available at the door 
or at Basel Tourism information 
pavilions. Online: artbasel.com 

Those with more than a single 
day to spend communing with 
modern art might wish to check 
out some of the many other 
events running parallel to Art 
Basel. VOLTA runs through June 
16; the LISTE-Art Fair Basel, 
photo Basel, and Scope Basel are 
all on through June 17. 


Flamenco in Cordoba 

For more than a decade, the 
Spanish city of Cordoba has been 
celebrating June’s long days and 
short nights with a program of 
music and dance performances 
in both the city center and its 
outlying neighborhoods. 

Stamina is needed to make it 
through La Noche Blanca del 
Flamenco, or Sleepness Night 
of Flamenco, which runs from 
10:30 p.m. June 16 to 5 a.m. the 
following morning. This year’s 
edition pairs great masters with 
avant-garde performers. The 
Orchestra of Cordoba performs 
the opening concert in the Plaza 
de las Tendillas, and from there, 
a new performance starts up 
every hour or so in a new venue. 
Top-billed artists include dancer 
and choreographer Antonio 
Canales, singer Jose Merce and 
the Ali Kattab Trio, who perform 
Arabic music. What’s known as 
“new flamenco” is delivered by 
Alba Molina, Rocio Marquez and 
Nino de Elche. 

Entry to all concerts is free. 
Online: lanocheblancadelflamen- 
co.cordoba.es 

3 food events in Prague 

Visitors to Prague this week¬ 
end with a taste for flne foods, 
small-batch beer or ice cream 



Georgios Kefalas, Keystone/AP 


The artwork “Exomind” (2017) 
by artist Pierre Huyghe is among 
those on display at the show Art 
Parcours in the context of the 
international art show Art Basel, 
in Basel, Switzerland. 

can succumb to their cravings 
by visiting one of three events 
centering on food and drink. 

The Microbrewery Festival 
at the Prague Castle Gardens 
offers the chance to taste more 
than 130 beers from throughout 
the land in a stunning setting. 
Brewers are on hand to speak 
about their craft. Visit from 2 to 
8 p.m. June 15 or from noon to 


8 p.m. June 16. The entry fee of 
500 Czech Koruna, about $23, 
covers the cost of the sampling 
glass, catalogue and degustation. 
Online: pivonahrad.cz 

Vinohrady Park Grebovka is 
the setting for the Apetit Piknik, 
a culinary market and open-air 
food festival rolled into one. In 
addition to sampling from pop-up 
restaurants or the booths from 
which regional products are sold, 
visitors can enjoy music and 
dance, sip cocktails or watch a 
cooking demo as the kids play 
in their own space. Hours are 10 
a.m.-8 p.m. June 16, and entry is 
free. Online: piknik.apetitonline. 
cz/praha 

The Prague Ice Cream Festi¬ 
val is a another family-friendly 
outing in which makers of gelato, 
yogurt, sorbets and other frozen 
treats compete to have their 
products judged best in show. 
Other foods, coffee and alcoholic 
and soft drinks are also served 
on the premises. The fest takes 
place at the Holesovice Exhibi¬ 
tion Center 10 a.m.-7 p.m. June 
17. Tickets can be purchased on 
site or online in advance. Entry 
costs 320 Czech Koruna ($14.70) 
for adults, 85 Koruna for stu¬ 
dents, and is free for those over 
the age of 70 or under 120 cm 
in height (about 4 feet). Online: 
pragueicecreamfestival.cz/en. 
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Photos by William HowARo/Stars and Stripes 

Above: Baked goods available for dining in or out from the 
Fitzbillies at 52 Tmmpington St. in Cambridge, England. 
The freshly made cakes and tarts range from 1.80 to 
4 pounds ($2.40 to $5.40). 

Right: A traditional sticky Chelsea bun. 


After Hours: England 


By William Howard 

Stars and Stripes 

T here is no bakery treat 
more recognized or rel¬ 
ished on the streets of Cam¬ 
bridge than the Chelsea 
bun, and the best of these doughy 
delights are available at Fitzbillies. 

For the past 90 years, Fitzbillies 
has been the cake shop of choice for 
Cambridge elites, university stu¬ 
dents and visiting tourists like me. 

The art nouveau style-shop front 
wasn’t what caught my eye the first 
time I walked by the cafe. I was 
captivated instead by a gleaming 
tray of syrupy Chelsea buns I saw 
through the window. 

At the time, the cafe and street 
were so crowded that I bought a bun 
and coffee and took them away to 
enjoy in a nearby alley. 

Hiding there in a ravenous state, I 
balanced the coffee in one hand and 
tore away at the bun like an animal. 

I thought I was alone until a 
British woman walked by and ex¬ 
claimed, “Ooh, Chelsea bun!” 

She didn’t seem surprised by a 
strange American hunched over 
a torn bun with syrup all over his 
face. Rather, she appreciated the 
wise choice of a traditional treat. 

Chelsea buns are not to be 
confused with the cloyingly sweet 
American cinnamon rolls, even 
though they look very similar. 

These buns are made from a rich 
yeast dough, flavored with lemon 
peel, cinnamon or mixed spices, 
and then spread with a mixture of 
currants, brown sugar and butter 
instead of frosting. 

For the past two years, whenever 
I go to Cambridge for a day trip I 
always do three things: 

• I shop at the Forbidden Planet 
comic book shop. 

• I buy cheese at the Cambridge 
Cheese Company. 

• I get a Chelsea bun from one of 
two Fitzbillies locations. 

Only now I save the bun for later 
to enjoy in private once I get home. 

howard.william@stripes.com 
Twitter @Howard_Stripes 




Above: The dining area 
inside Fitzbillies at 
52 Trumpington St., 
one of its Cambridge 
locations. The 
eatery doesn’t take 
reservations. 

Right: A full English 
breakfast with coffee. 
Breakfast is served 
until 4 p.m. 


FITZBILLIES 


Location: 52 Trumpington Street, Cambridge, CB2 IRG. 
The easiest way to visit Cambridge from RAF Mildenhall 
is to park for free at the Newmarket Road Park and Ride 
and ride a shuttle bus into the city center. After a 30-min¬ 
ute drive following the All (which becomes the A14), take 
exit 35 to the parking lot. Purchase a shuttle bus ticket 
onsite and ride to the Emmanuel Street stop. Then walk 11 
minutes along Downing Street, which turns into Pembroke 
Street, and then turn right on Trumpington Street. 

Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m. to 6:30 
p.m. Saturdays, 9:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Sundays. 

Dress: Casual 

Prices: Breakfast is served from opening to 4 p.m., with 
prices from 7.50 to 12 pounds ($10.07 to $16.12); lunch is 
served from noon to 4 p.m., with prices from 6.75 to 12. 
Cakes and tarts range from 1.80 to 4 pounds, ice cream 
from 4 to 5.50 pounds and afternoon tea service ranges 
from 19 to 26 pounds. 

Information: Phone: -f 44 (0)1223 352500, website: fltzbil- 
lies.com; email: manager@fltzbillies.com 

— William Howard 


Capriccio not as blame-worthy, 
or as tasty, as some are saying 


By Maura Judkis 

The Washington Post 

I drank some Capriccio San¬ 
gria and I did not black out, 
or get pregnant, or wake up 
on my kitchen floor with a 
chicken tender in my hand — all 
things that fans and foes of the 
drink have alleged are within its 
mysterious powers. I didn’t text 
any exes or embarrass myself, 
thank goodness. I did not start 
any flghts. 

That’s because I had only 
about 10 sips of the surprisingly 
potent drink. And I had only 10 
sips because, to be honest, Ca¬ 
priccio tastes kind of gross. 

Capriccio — a too-sweet 
bottled mix of carbonated wine 
and fruit juice — is the “it” drink 
of summer, the drunken fad that 
is following in the footsteps of 
its predecessors: Smirnoff Ice, 
Zima, Mike’s Hard Lemonade 
and Four Loko. In fact, people on 
social media are calling Capric¬ 
cio “Fancy Four Loko,” after the 
canned alcoholic energy drink 
that was ultimately banned in 
several states for its intoxicating 
mixture of booze, caffeine, tau¬ 
rine (an ingredient in Red Bull) 
and guarana (a stimulant found 
in diet pills). Capriccio contains 
none of those ingredients except 
for the booze, but it seems to 
have had a similar effect on 
people. 

In short: It can get you very 
drunk. Embarrass-yourself 
drunk. Bad-decisions drunk. 

The drink has been distrib¬ 
uted in the United States for 
a few years, but people only 
really started to notice it when 
a series of tweets describing 
the aftermath of Capriccio-fu- 
eled nights went viral, compiled 
by BuzzFeed. “I threw up my 
guts,” one person said. “I had 
two Friday and woke up the next 
morning on the kitchen floor with 
a chicken tender in my hand,” 
said another. “Capriccio IS NOT 
A GAME,” warned one brave 
soul. It’s “the devil’s blood,” said 
another. 

But the aura of danger that 
surrounded the drink only made 
people want it more. It didn’t 
take long for stores that sell 
Capriccio to sell out completely. 
An unverifled Twitter account 
that claims to be the corporate 


account for the drink has been 
encouraging people to make bad 
decisions: “It’s simple guys: if 
you And some Capriccio Sangria, 
grab the hell out of me! Stock 
up, call your momma, tell your 
friends, maybe text that ex again 
and become a #CapriccioSan- 
griaLegend.” Given previous ac¬ 
counts of its effects, you probably 
shouldn’t text your ex — as good 
of an idea as that might seem 
under the influence of some 
Capriccio. 

So why does this drink get 
people so outrageously drunk? 

It’s because a bottle of Capric¬ 
cio, which costs only $2.99 at our 
stateside World Market, is 375 
milliliters, the equivalent of half 
a bottle of wine. One serving of 
wine is typically 150 milliliters 

— but since Capriccio is in a 
bottle that appears to be a single 
serving, people glug the whole 
thing and don’t realize that their 
one drink has been the equiva¬ 
lent of IVi servings of wine. And 
Capriccio is strong, too: The alco¬ 
hol content is 13.9 percent, which 
is on the high end for wine. The 
average alcohol by volume for 
wine is 11.6 percent. It’s also 

a very sweet drink, so it goes 
down easy for people who like 
sugary booze. If you drink two 
Capriccios and have, say, a shot 
of tequila to cap off the night, 
it’s easy to see why you may end 
up relinquishing the contents of 
your stomach a few hours later. 

But if flavor matters to you 

— and for many drinkers who 
are just looking for the most effi¬ 
cient way to get alcohol into their 
bloodstream, it doesn’t — Ca¬ 
priccio is not your drink. It’s 
cloyingly sweet and medicinal. 
Seriously, this is Robitussin in 

a fruit-printed bottle. We much 
preferred the flavor of Lolea, a 
cutely bottled sangria that tastes 
more like real fruit — not sweet¬ 
eners — and comes in a smaller 
serving, with only 7 percent 
alcohol by volume, a little more 
than an average beer. 

But I suspect that’s not what 
Capriccio drinkers are look¬ 
ing for. They’re looking for an 
excuse to get wild — and an easy 
scapegoat. Drunk-dialed your 
boss? Made out with your friend? 
Ate a whole pizza? Blame the 
Capriccio. 



Goran KosANOvic/For The Washington Post 

Capriccio sangria has been called the potent “it” drink of summer. 
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In Seville, Spain, young chefs 
are creating the next generation 
of trendy menu items 


Photos by Sylvie BioAR/For The Washington Post 

Left: Chef Dario Dominguez found his perfect eggs at a farm that belongs 
to his landlord. At Sahumo, he uses them in several recipes such as a 
thick, but light, tortilla de patatas. 

Above left: At Lalola Taberna Gourmet, an amuse-bouche comes in a star, 
which holds carrots dusted with cumin. Chef Javier Abascal enjoys playing 
with the actual plates for his tapas as much as the ingredients. 

Above right: Classic Spanish croquettas are fritters often filled with 
bechamel and bits of ham, chicken or fish. At El Disparate, chef Nacho 
Dargallo mixes chicken and ham, but with little flour, and rolls the 
croquettas in fine bread crumbs. 


By Sylvie Bigar 
Special to The Washington Post 

^he first time I encountered 
tapas, I was 6 and didn’t like 
them. My head was level with 
a huge wooden bar, and all I 
could see was a school of shiny silvery 
fish languishing near slices of bread. 
I’ve grown some since then; my head 
clears the bar most days. Meanwhile, 
tapas have become an international 
phenomenon. 

Because every country I went to 
seemed to be offering some version 
of tapas or small plates, I decided to 
revisit the original and classic tapas of 
Spain and take stock of their evolu¬ 
tion. I heard that, in Seville, young 
chefs were taking over ancient tapas 
bars and reinventing the recipes. Sud¬ 
denly, “nouvelle tapas” — my term 
— was hip. 

Curious and hungry, I headed 
to Seville, where my friend Shawn 
Hennessey, a food and wine expert 
crowned Tapas Queen in 2013 by the 
London Sunday Times, was leading 
tapas tours throughout the town. 

Many of Seville’s traditional es¬ 
tablishments haven’t changed much, 
Hennessey said, but others offer 
“modern, creative and innovative 
dishes,” she said. “It’s impossible to 
have just one favorite place. It all de¬ 
pends on the mood, the weather, and 
how hungry you are.” 

It was sunny when I arrived in 
Seville. Thankfully, there was a tapas 
bar, El Disparate, inside my hotel in 
the Alameda, the old red-light district. 

“Andalusia is the birthplace of 
tapas,” said Nacho Dargallo, chef and 
co-owner of El Disparate with his 
wife, Sandra Rodriguez. “But there’s 
been a tremendous evolution.” 

In front of me, he placed what he 
called an ensaladilla rusa, a classic 
mix of mostly mayonnaise, potatoes, 
carrots and peas. Not a fan of may¬ 
onnaise, I didn’t expect much, but a 
marine whiff caught me by surprise: 
prawns. “I don’t interpret the old 
dishes,” the chef said. “They are per¬ 
fect as they are. I just make my own.” 

Dargallo confided that he had made 


a prawn oil with the heads and used 
it, coupled with sunfiower oil, to whip 
up his mayo. He’d made a confit of 
prawns, dried and blended the shells, 
and used the powder as if it were salt. 

I was impressed. 

When I heard that he had worked 
with Ferran Adria’s team, things 
made more sense. Adria is perhaps 
Spain’s most famous chef and is often 
referred to as one of the most creative 
in the world. Here was a young chef 
who chose each ingredient as if his 
life depended on it. 

Legend has it that people used a 
slice of bread or ham as a lid to cover 
a glass of wine and keep the fiies away. 
The word “fid” translates as “tapa.” 
Soon, the word came to mean the food 
that went with the drink. Today, tapas 
can refer not only to the dish itself but 
also to the smallest size of a particular 
menu item that you can order. Some 
eateries offer the same specialty in 
three sizes: tapas, media racion (which 
is twice as big, about half a dish) and 
as a full dish known as a racion. 

“Vamos a tapear,” Hennessey, my 
guide, said the next day — let’s go find 
tapas. 

We started at La Brunilda Tapas, 
where goateed chef and owner Diego 
Caminos, a native of Buenos Aires, 
proclaimed: “Tapas, it’s all about 
sharing!” In the past, he explained, 
people had a slice of ham, perhaps a 
few olives and a beer. Today, he said, 
“the tapas bar is the new restaurant.” 

Hennessey was fighting her ad¬ 
diction to what she had dubbed his 
crackburger, a mayo-soy umami 
marvel, but for the sake of research I 
ordered the classic croqueta al jamon. 
I wasn’t prepared for the intensity 
of what looked like a simple fritter. 
Here again, I sensed a skillful, playful 
hand. The bechamel, studded with 
strong Iberico ham, was delicate in 
texture but punchy, the ubiquitous 
bread crumbs having been replaced 
with punkish panko. 

“Tapas have evolved because diners 
have,” Caminos said. “They are more 
sophisticated and adventurous than 
ever.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 31 
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Sylvie BiGAu/For The Washington Post 

At La Bmnilda Tapas, chef Diego 
Caminos makes his own versions 
of croquettes, including a fluffy 
cod version, and some with 
Iberico ham and a panko crust. 

FROM PAGE 30 

But at Lalola Taberna Gour¬ 
met, a taxi ride away from 
the center of town, chef Javier 
Abascal, passionate and bouncy, 
disagreed. “Look,” he said, “I am 
using this pig’s feet recipe from 
1928.” And even though most 
diners sat at tables, “I am not a 
restaurant,” he said with pride. 
“Tapas only.” 

One of the pioneers of the 
“nouvelle tapa” was Sixto Tovar, 
who opened Espacio Eslava in 
1988 and still packs them in. 
“What is common today almost 
created a revolution then,” he 
said, referring to his recipes and 
the restaurant’s baby-blue walls, 
which caused a stir at the time. 

I had a hard time choosing be¬ 
tween the slow-cooked, melt-in- 
your-mouth pork cheeks and the 
luscious honey ribs, so I got both 
— and tiny, crunchy anchovies 
for good measure. 

Another pioneer, Juan Gomez 
of La Azotea, also seems to be 
doing things right as he pre¬ 
pares to open his fifth location. 

“I imagined a hybrid between a 
bar and a restaurant,” he said. “A 
casual, fun eatery with top-notch 
service and ingredients.” Diners 
crowded the bar as well as the 
high and low tables. I zoomed in 
on the gjo bianco, another classic 
(and often bland), but this cold 
almond soup came sprinkled 
with mango and dried salty tuna. 
It was fabulous. 

As we walked in the next day, 
Dario Dominguez took a break 
from carving a humongous sea 
bass on the counter of Sahumo, 
his cozy restaurant. The chef, 
who is classically trained, was in 
the grip of a true existential crisis 
last year and went back and forth 
between concepts, including serv¬ 
ing tapas in the front and large 
plates in the back. “I kept think¬ 
ing, tablecloth? No tablecloth?” he 
said. But then an epiphany: “I can 
only do one thing at a time.” 

That thing is large plates, 
meant to be shared. Dominguez 
spoke at length about the kind 
of “cow” he used in his steak 
tartare, the eggs he chose from a 
specific farm. Later, I took a bite: 
smoky, silky, gamy. The French 
dish never tasted better. 

Each tapas bar or restaurant 
reflected the spirit of Andalusia 
with its casual but intense social 
street life. The tapas themselves 
reflected the pantry of the 
region, the Mediterranean and 
the ocean, the mountains and the 
valleys, the rivers and the fields. 
They spoke of inspiration and 
passion, of young minds at work 
striving to change the world one 
tapa at a time. 
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WEEKEND: QUICK TRIPS 
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Yoshiichiro Kuge, left, owner of Kuge Crafts in 
Tokyo, helps students repair teacups during a 
kintsugi class. In the Japanese art of kintsugi, 
chipped ceramics are repaired with epoxy and 
clay and painted with gold dust, above. Glass 
beads and gemstone embellishments can also 
be incorporated into the work. 


BEAUTY IN FLAWS 

The Japanese art of kintsugi teaches how 
to repair — and celebrate — what’s broken 


By Denisse Rauda 
Stars and Stripes 

I n a society where flaws are often consid¬ 
ered a negative, it is a rarity to see them 
celebrated — or even accentuated. When 
something breaks or becomes worn out, 
we either choose to pay to have the item flxed 
or deem it a lost cause destined for the rubbish 
bin. 

But in the case of the Japanese art of 
kintsugi, when ceramic items break or get old, 
the flaws and cracks are treated as a badge of 
honor. 

Dating back to 15th-century Japan, kintsugi 
involves repairing broken ceramic plates, 
cups, flgurines and vases. Instead of conceal¬ 
ing the cracks as one would in a traditional 
restoration, gold or silver lacquer paint is 
applied during the repair process to bring 
out those flaws. The word “kintsugi” literally 
translates to “golden joinery.” 

More intricate designs also incorporate 
glass beads and gemstone embellishments to 
create a type of mosaic effect to the alteration. 
Kintsugi not only gives the piece more years of 
use, but, quite literally, gives it a new life with 
the help of a shiny makeover. 

The practice is often associated with the 
Japanese concept of wabi-sabi, which focuses 
on the beauty of imperfections, flaws and — in 
this case — cracked pottery. 


My friend and I decided to try our hand 
at kintsugi with an afternoon weekday class 
at Kuge Crafts, a tiny storefront located in 
Tokyo’s Suginami Ward. The shop is located 
several minutes south of Koenji, a trendy 
neighborhood known for its high concentration 
of vintage clothing shops and connection to 
Tokyo’s punk rock scene. 

The owners of Kuge Crafts, husband-and- 
wife team Yoshiichiro and Yoshiko Kuge, 
greeted us with apple tea and various desserts 
in their home’s front parlor, which has been 
converted into a classroom and storefront. The 
couple boasts a combined 85 years of experi¬ 
ence in ceramics and teach many pottery-re¬ 
lated classes out of their studio, located next 
door. 

Kintsugi lessons are held every Wednesday, 
Thursday and Saturday for a few students at a 
time. Students are encouraged to bring their 
own broken pottery to work on — but if you 
don’t have any, the class fee includes one piece 
of pre-broken pottery from the studio. 

I chose a teacup from the Kuges’ own col¬ 
lection with beautiful blue seascape and a 
few chips. Yoshiichiro indulged my request to 
intentionally damage the teacup a little more 
so I could add more gold detail later. 

Using epoxy, Yoshiichiro soon walked us 
through the first step in the kintsugi process 
and only interrupted to check our work there¬ 
after. Yoshiko assisted with instructions and 


ON THE QT 

DIRECTIONS 

Address is 1-34-10 
Narita-higashi, Sugina- 
mi-ku, Tokyo 166 0015. 
Kuge Crafts is accessible 
via the JR Chuo Line at 
Koenji Station (25-min¬ 
ute walk), or the Tokyo 
Metro Marunouchi Line 
via Shin-Koenji Station 
(15-minute walk). 

TIMES 

Wednesdays and Thurs¬ 
days, 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.; 
Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 2 
p.m. 

COSTS 

6,300 yen per class (about 
$59); includes materials. 

FOOD 

There are many restau¬ 
rants and convenience 
stores located in the 
neighborhood, and near 
both Koenji Station and 
Shin-Koenji Station. 

INFORMATION 

Online: teshigotoya- 
kuge.com/index.html. 
Alternatively, book a 
class through detouur. 
com/dtexperience/dt- 
01031308checkout, an 
English-language site. 

— Denisse Rauda 


explanations in English, so there was never 
any confusion as to what we were doing. 

Once the cup was glued back together, we 
then sanded the repaired sections and patched 
the cracks on the edge of the cup with clay. 
After a little more sanding, we were handed a 
special paint brush and gold lacquer to paint in 
the newly-repaired cracks and sign our “new” 
creation. 

After painting on the lacquer, we brushed on 
gold dust and let the paint dry for 15 minutes. 
While we waited, Yoshiko gave us a tour of the 
pottery studio. 

Yoshiichiro then carefully packed my beau¬ 
tifully-flawed teacup, and it was ready to go 
home. Unfortunately, the cup won’t be ready 
to use for about two weeks, as additional time 
is required for the repair materials to prop¬ 
erly set. 

There are many steps to this art form — so 
be prepared to stick around at least two hours, 
or more if you bring your own broken pottery. 

Kintsugi students are also given a handy 
materials list in Japanese to make shopping for 
the tools to hone the newly acquired skill a bit 
easier. 

Taking time to make some art in a small 
class setting with knowledgeable and friendly 
owners made the trek away from the hum¬ 
drum of Koenji’s shopping areas worthwhile. 
Be forewarned: Weekend courses are the most 
difficult to book, so try a weekday evening one 
instead. 

After the class, I remembered I do, in fact, 
still have a broken teacup and saucer — a PCS 
move casualty — at home. I plan to upgrade 
the bad glue job I initially gave it and instead 
celebrate its flaws with some shiny gold paint. 
And maybe, just maybe, through my continued 
kintsugi practice, I will also eventually learn 
to apply the deeper meaning of celebrating the 
beauty in life’s flaws. 

rauda.denisse@stripes.com 
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WEEKEND: FOOD & DINING 


After Hours: Hawaii 


By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

I fell hopelessly in love with dim sum a decade 
ago when I was stranded in Guangzhou, China 
— the mecca of this celebrated style of south¬ 
ern Chinese cuisine. 

Unable to get a flight out of the country during a 
winter storm, I holed up in a hotel room devoid of 
heat or hot water. Few places in the city had heat¬ 
ing, except for the restaurant next door — an oasis 
of warmth generated by steaming dim sum, hot 
pots of tea and a crush of diners. 

Dim sum didn’t exactly save my life, but it did 
raise my core temperature and tickled my fancy. 

The literal translation of the Cantonese phrase 
dim sum is “little hearts,” which perfectly reflects 
the affection many have for this unique dining 
experience. Throughout the meal, bite-sized dishes 
ranging from savory steamed buns to delectable 
glutinous rice cakes are delivered to diners upon 
bamboo steam baskets or small plates at breakneck 
speed. Due to the size of the dishes, diners can 
sample a wide variety of southern China’s most 
beloved foods. 

While many restaurants both in and outside 
of China have dim sum on offer, among the most 
famous purveyors is Hong Kong’s Michelin-starred 
Tim Ho Wan. 

American dim sum devotees need not book a trip 
to Hong Kong to sample the chain’s much-lauded 
take on this Chinese classic. That’s because Tim 
Ho Wan has now landed stateside, with a newly 
opened second location in Honolulu’s Royal Hawai¬ 
ian Center. (The first is in New York City.) 

The credo of Tim Ho Wan’s founders is to offer 
diners five-star hotel-quality dim sum at an af¬ 
fordable price. Whether they’ve succeeded in that 
pricing scheme at the Waikiki Beach location is a 
matter of perspective, as each serving ranges from 
$4.50 to $5.75 — a bit higher than the going rate for 
dim sum in Honolulu’s Chinatown. 

Diners can observe the dim sum “specialists” as 
they prepare each dish from scratch, thanks to the 
restaurant’s open-concept design. 

Dim sum dishes fall into a handful of categories: 
steamed buns, dumplings, rice rolls, sweets and 
everything else. 

My favorite dim sum dish is har gow, or steamed 
shrimp dumplings ($5.25 for four). Each dumpling 
contains a complete, immaculately fresh shrimp 
encased in an opaque rice wrapper. The dumpling 
wrappers at Tim Ho Wan are the most delicate I’ve 
had at a dim sum restaurant. 

Shrimp serves as the base for several other must- 
try dishes. For a little veggie twist on the classic 
har gow, try gow choi gau, or steamed shrimp and 
chive dumplings ($5.50 for three). The shu mai, 
another variety of traditional Chinese dumplings, 
offers a foray into the realm of surf-and-turf by 
featuring both steamed pork and shrimp ($5.25 for 
four). 

Tim Ho Wan serves up more than just dump¬ 
lings. If you’re looking for some crunch, bak fa 
zeen yeung kei ji, or deep-fried eggplant filled with 
shrimp ($5.25 for three), features thick medallions 
of Asian eggplant covered with a whipped shrimp 
melange, fried to a delicious crisp. Also on offer is 
a blanched lettuce dish ($4.50) — which I did not 
order but is extremely popular in China. 

The restaurant’s unique take on a dim sum 
standard is the char siu bao, or baked barbecue 
pork buns ($5.75 for three). In China, these buns 
(made with rice flour and stuffed with barbecued 



Photos by Wyatt OLSON/Stars and Stripes 


Clockwise from above: Steamed pork dumplings 
with shrimp, or siu mai, at Honolulu’s Tim Ho Wan; 
interior of the restaurant; the delectable steamed 
shrimp dumplings, or har gow, are super fresh; 
chicken feet are braised in an abalone sauce. 


TIM HO WAN 

Location: Inside the Royal Hawaiian Shop¬ 
ping Center, 2233 Kalakaua Ave., Ste. B303, 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Hours: Open seven days a week, 10 a.m.-lO 
p.m. 

Prices: $4.50-$5.75 per dish. Parking ramp 
validation with meal. 

Dress: Casual 

Directions: To enter the ramp, take Royal 
Hawaiian Avenue toward the beach, which 
turns into the entrance to Sheraton Waikiki. 
Entry into the ramp is on the right, just after 
you pass a busy pedestrian crosswalk. 
Information: (808)888-6088. timhowanusa. 
com 


shredded pork in sweet sauce) are usually steamed, 
as ovens are not as commonly used in Chinese 
cuisine. However, the chefs of Tim Ho Wan have 
chosen to bake the buns, giving this venerable Can¬ 
tonese dish a unique and crispy exterior. 

No dim sum outing would be complete without 
a plate of chicken feet ($4.50) — if for no other 
reason than that a dim sum restaurant is one of the 
few locations where one can order this unusual cut 
of meat. Tim Ho Wan’s chicken feet are braised in 
sauce made of abalone, a type of sea snail prized in 
Cantonese cuisine. As the feet are steamed instead 
of fried, the flesh was more firm, and the abalone 
made for a fresher, lighter taste. 

A full meal for two at Tim Ho Wan will run about 
$20 to $25 per person. However, the quality and 
freshness of the ingredients make the dim sum 
here superior to anything you’d find elsewhere in 
Honolulu. 

Luckily, visiting Tim Ho Wan to carry on a love 
affair with dim sum is a lot simpler than being 
stranded in China in the middle of winter. 

olson.wyattgjstripes.com 
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Below: A Harris's hawk flies 
above a group gathered on 
a hillside during a falconry 
vineyard experience at 
Bouchaine Vineyards in Napa, 
Calif., in March. 

Eric Risberg/AP 


WEEKEND: TRAVEL 


Old is new again 

Tourists can experience the ancient sport of falconry 



Lisa Rathke/AP 


A Harris’s hawk perches on the hand of 
falconer Jessica Snyder at New England 
Falconry in Woodstock, Vt., in May. The 
center offers guests of the Woodstock 
Inn & Resort and members of the public 
falconry sessions, where participants can 
experience handiing and flying a trained 
hawk. At top, a Harris’s hawk spreads 
its wings while perched on the hand of 
Snyder. 


By Lisa Rathke 
Associated Press 

F alconry is an old tradition in 
many parts of the world, in¬ 
cluding the United Kingdom 
and the Middle East. But now 
it’s starting to be offered as an activ¬ 
ity for tourists at hotels, vineyards 
and other sites around the U.S., from 
Vermont to Colorado to California. 

The ancient sport of using birds of 
prey to hunt wild animals has existed 
for at least 4,000 years. Experiences 
designed for tourists typically show 
off the birds’ flight and faithful return 
to their handlers, though in these pro¬ 
grams, birds don’t usually bring back 
creatures they’ve caught. 

During a 45-minute session at the 
Woodstock Inn in Woodstock, Vt., a 
professional falconer flies a trained 
bird and provides a history of fal¬ 
conry and information about raptors. 
Then guests can try it themselves, 
handling and free-iflying a Harris’s 
hawk, or they can just observe the 
sport. In a longer 90-minute session, a 
second raptor is flown. 

Bouchaine Vineyards in the Carne- 
ros region of California’s Napa Valley 
started using falconers in 2016 to 
keep other birds — hke starlings and 
migratory species — from eating their 
grapes. Visitors were so intrigued to 
see the peregrine falcons fly and work 
with their trainer that the vineyard 
decided to offer the experience to its 


guests, along with wine-tasting and 
lunch. 

“It’s wonderful to showcase the site. 
It’s amazing to showcase the birds, 
and to be able to actually hold a glove 
out and have a falcon land on your 
hand is really an incredible experi¬ 
ence,” said Chris K^ani, Bouchaine 
winemaker and general manager. 

At New England Falconry in Ver¬ 
mont recently, a young Harris’s hawk 
was eager to do what’s he’s trained to 
do. He launched from a high wooden 
platform soaring through the swirling 
winds over a grassy held and landed 
squarely on the falconer’s gloved 
hand, where he was rewarded with a 
piece of meat. 

The Harris’s hawk — the most 
social raptor because it hunts in 
groups— had rich brown and tawny 
feathers, sturdy yellow legs with long 
black talons, and intense eyes that 
allow him to spot prey while soaring 
high in the sky. 

“He has fun out here,” falconer 
Jessica Snyder says of the 1-year-old 
hawk named Audubon. “He can catch 
himself meadow voles, anything from 
even a worm. He likes to eat worms. 
He has about 10 times the sight abil¬ 
ity of an average human.” 

Next, Snyder brought out a screech¬ 
ing female barn owl, its flat white face 
appearing a little sleepy in the broad 
daylight. The nocturnal owl with 
its golden spotted feathers perked 


up and took flight, flying slower and 
lower than the hawk, its wings silent 
in the wind. Snyder called her with a 
whistle and a “pshhht” sound because 
as an owl she’s very sound-oriented. 

The birds have a bell and an 
antenna attached to their leg so they 
can be heard or tracked if they fly off 
And each bird has a unique personal¬ 
ity, she said. 

The ancient sport of using birds to 
hunt rabbits, squirrels, ducks, even 
foxes declined with the introduction 
of guns. Falconry only arrived in the 
US. in the early 1900s and tended to 
be a sport for the ehte, according to 
Sheldon NicoUe, president of the North 
American Falconers Association. 

A recent best-selling memoir, “H is 
for Hawk,” helped introduce falconry 
to contemporary readers through the 
story of a woman training a northern 
goshawk in England while grieving 
for her father. 

Nicolle estimates there are likely 
20 or 30 opportunities for falconry 
experiences around the country in 
addition to the Woodstock Inn and 
Bouchaine Vineyards, including in 
southern Vermont at the Equinox 
resort, and the Broadmoor resort in 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

“As a falconer, I always tell people 
essentially all we are is extreme 
bird-watchers because we’re getting 
to watch this up close and personal,” 
he said. 
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WEEKEND: LIFESTYLE 


Whats all the hygge? 



Global habits of cozy, comfortable and quality living gain US fans 


By Megan McDonough 
The Washington Post 

H ygge, the Danish lifestyle con¬ 
cept of cozy, comfortable and 
quality living, has bloomed 
over the past three years into 
a full-blown social and cultural phe¬ 
nomenon. Pronounced HOO-ga, it was 
shortlisted as one of the Oxford English 
Dictionary’s most influential words of 
2016, and quickly became a marketing 
buzzword to sell Scandi-cool items, such 
as tea-light candles, fluffy throws and 
woven hats. 

“Hygge to the Danes seems to be what 
freedom is to Americans,” says Meik 
Wiking, chief executive of the Happiness 
Research Institute and author of “The 
Little Book of Hygge” and “The Little 
Book of Lykke.” “It’s ingrained in our 
cultural DNA.” 

And hype over hygge doesn’t appear to 
be dissipating. There are more than 3.4 


million posts on Ins- 
tagram bearing the 
#hygge hashtag, and I ^ 

Wiking’s “The Little L r - r 

Book of Hygge” has ' 

become an interna- .^.Ht****- 

tional bestseller that ■ - - 

has been translated 
into more than 30 
languages. As re¬ 
cently as mid-April, - - — 

Denmark applied to 
have the word added to UNESCO’s list 
of intangible cultural heritage, alongside 
flamenco from Spain, yoga from India 
and Neapolitan pizza from Italy. 

Its international success has book 
publishers scurrying to And authors 
in various parts of the world willing to 
contribute their country’s cultural pearls 
of wisdom. A slew of pocket-size lifestyle 
guides has resulted, offering a wide 
range of mindfulness philosophies and 
feel-good advice. 


Why would Ameri¬ 
cans be looking 
across the Atlantic 
to And prescrip¬ 
tions for happiness? 
Frankly, we could 
use the advice. The 
United States recent¬ 
ly ranked No. 18 on 
the World Happiness 
Report, which is sub¬ 
stantially lower than 
comparably wealthy nations and down 
four spots from last year’s report. In fact, 
we’ve never cracked the top 10. Denmark, 
on the other hand, ranks consistently in 
the top three. 

“A lot of people feel that they have got¬ 
ten richer without getting happier and 
are looking abroad for new sources of 
inspiration,” Wiking says. 

Here are flve imported hfestyle con¬ 
cepts that have the potential to reach 
hygge status in the States. 


LV -Ki 

_ J _ * 



Lagom 

Pronounced: Lah-GOM 

Rough translation: Not too 
much and not too little. 

Where it’s from: Sweden 

What it is: This holistic, less- 
is-more mentality is all about 
living simply, harmoniously 
and sustainably, and striking 
a happy work-life balance. It 
is closely tied to the Swedish 
cultural and social ideology of 
fairness, moderation and bal¬ 
ance, and places an emphasis 
on collectiveness over individu¬ 
alism. 

How to incorporate it into 
your life: Author Niki Brant- 
mark of “Lagom: The Swed¬ 
ish Art of Living a Balanced, 
Happy Life” recommends 
taking a fika (a break involv¬ 
ing a hot beverage or a treat) 
to recharge your batteries 
during the workday. She also 
recommends decluttering and 
creating a capsule wardrobe 
at home to reduce stress and 
boost productivity. 


Ikigai 

Pronounced: Ee-key-guy 

Rough translation: Reason 
for being. 

Where it’s from: Japan 

What it is: Forget about slow¬ 
ing down and cozying up by the 
fire, hygge-style. This age-old 
Japanese tradition is all about 
movement, specifically uncov¬ 
ering your life’s purpose and 
going after it. In the West, it is 
often associated with a Venn 
diagram with four overlapping 
qualities: What you love, what 
you are good at, what the world 
needs and what you can be paid 
for. Within the intersection of 
these four spheres lies your 
ikigai and recognizing it will 
help you become more satisfied 
with your life. 

How to incorporate it into 
your life: Do a little soul-search¬ 
ing and decide whether the 
career track you are on brings 
you joy and purpose. Does your 
job give you a reason to jump 
out of bed in the morning, or 
does it make you want to hit the 
snooze button? If it’s the latter, it 
may be time to re-evaluate. 


Gezellig 

Pronounced: Heh-SELL-ick 

Rough translation: The word 
derives from gezel, which 
means companion or friend. 

Where it’s from: The Nether¬ 
lands 

What it is: This Dutch term 
extols the warm-and-fuzzy 
feeling of coziness and together¬ 
ness you get when you surround 
yourself with people, places 
and things that are comforting, 
relaxing and good for the soul. 
Like hygge, it exudes warmth 
and contentment, but at its core 
is more sociable and less insular 
in nature. 

How to incorporate it into 
your life: Take time to relax, un¬ 
wind and de-stress with friends. 
Invite them over for an informal 
glass of wine or dinner at your 
home. Good food, company 
and conversation are sure to 
inspire the warm-and-fuzzies. 
Likewise, eliminate negative or 
emotionally wearing individuals 
from your life. 


Friluftsliv 

Pronounced: FREE-loofts-liv 
Rough translation: Free air 
life or open-air living 
Where it’s from: Norway 
What it is: The deeply 
rooted philosophical lifestyle 
is centered on the joy and 
appreciation of nature, outdoor 
activities and beautiful 
scenery. It’s about embracing 
the outdoors, improving your 
relationship with nature and 
experiencing the pleasure of 
being outside, either alone or 
with others. 

How to incorporate it into 
your life: Camp, hike and 
forest-bathe (taking in a forest 
atmosphere through the senses), 
or simply incorporate bike rides 
and strolls into your routine. 
Encourage kids to play outside, 
develop their own relationships 
with the natural world, and 
strike a healthy balance 
between screen time and green 
time. 


Pantsdrunk 

(Kalsarikannit) 

Pronounced: Pants-drunk or 
cal-sar-y-cuhn-eet 

Rough translation: The 
phrase derives from kalsari, 
which means underwear, and 
kanni, which is the state of 
inebriation. 

Where it’s from: Finland 

What it is: Technically, it’s 
“planned solitary relaxation, 
recovery and self-empowerment 
to help face your future 
challenges,” but, according to 
“Pantsdrunk” author Miska 
Rantanen, it is, at its simplest, 
“imbibing alcohol in one’s 
underwear at home without any 
intention of going out.” Rantanen 
was originally inspired to 
pubhsh “Pantsdrunk” as 
a satirical response to the 
hygge craze and “self-help 
phenomenon,” but he quickly 
saw that the Danish concept 
resonated with global audiences 

— especially Amercians. 

How to incorporate it 

into your life: After a busy 
workweek, feel free to ditch 
your plans — and your pants 

— and stay in. 
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WEEKEND: MUSIC 


Career-making 

COVER 


Rising country-rock guitar ace Lindsay Ell 
shares her formative ‘Continuum Project’ 


By Randy Lewis 
Los Angeles Times 

L ike many aspiring musicians whose paths 
eventually lead to Nashville, Canadian 
singer, songwriter and guitarist Lindsay Ell 
found no shortage of career advice when she 
landed in the country music capital. 

She had started in Calgary, Alberta, first learning 
piano before picking up guitar. 

At 15, she caught the ear of Guess Who/Bachman 
Turner Overdrive founding member Randy Bach¬ 
man, who produced her independent 2006 debut 
album, “Consider This.” A decade ago he described 
her as “the most talented and multifaceted artist I’ve 
come across in quite a while” in an interview with 
the Calgary Herald. 

After moving to Nashville in 2010 to work full 
time writing with a bevy of other songwriters, she 
found that everyone had a different idea of what her 
strengths and weaknesses were. 

“I was hearing so much from everyone around me 
that I didn’t know who I was or what I wanted any¬ 
more,” Ell, 29, said over lunch in downtown Los An¬ 
geles recently, during a week she spent writing with 
various collaborators. 

That’s when good fortune, or fate, stepped in. Two 
years ago, she met Kristian Bush, of the country-pop 
duo Sugarland. 

“He’s an artist, and he’s also a songwriter and a 
producer,” she said. “He looked into my eyes and 
understood exactly what I was going through. 

“He asked me what my favorite album was,” she 
said. “I said ‘Continuum’ by John Mayer. I love the 
way he plays, the (guitar) tone he gets, and the way 
he writes, using fairly simple language that has such 
a powerful effect.” 


I 


f i- 


/■ 


Lindsay Ell performs 
at the CMT Music Awards 
at the Bridgestone Arena 
on June 6 in Nashville. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 37 
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Al Wacner/AP 


Lindsay Ell released “The Continuum Project,” her cover version 
of John Mayer’s 2006 album “Continuum,” on May 25. 


FROM PAGE 36 

Bush gave her homework. 
“He said, T want you to record 
the whole album. The only pa¬ 
rameters are you have to do it 
by yourself, you have to play all 
the instruments and you’ve got 
two weeks to finish it.’” 

“I’ve listened to that album 
so many times, I thought, ‘I’ve 
so got this!”’ she said with a 
wide grin. “But as soon as I 
started trying to figure out ac¬ 
tually what he did and how he 
did it, I started wondering what 
I’d got myself into.” 

Nevertheless, using pro¬ 
grammed drum tracks — 
“Drums are the only instru¬ 
ment I don’t really play,” she 
explained — she overdubbed 
guitar, bass, piano and other 
instruments as well as her vo¬ 
cals. She met Bush’s terms and 
delivered it on schedule. 

“That was so valuable,” she 
said. “Making all those choices, 
deciding what to do, and what 
not to do; when I finished, I 
knew where I wanted to take 
my music.” 

The immediate result was 
her album “The Project,” re¬ 
leased last August and yielding 
the singles “Waiting On You,” 
“Champagne” and “Criminal.” 

The album helped put her on 
the map of rising country-rock 
talents, and also caught the 
attention of Stacy Vee, director 
of festival talent for promoter 
Goldenvoice, who awarded her 
a coveted Manestage slot last 
month at the 2018 edition of 
Stagecoach, now the world’s 
biggest country music festival. 

In addition to being an en¬ 
gaging singer and songwriter, 
she’s an accomplished electric 
guitarist. Her instrumental 
acumen helped her land open¬ 


ing slots on tours with guitar 
hotshots Brad Paisley and 
Keith Urban. 

Although the experience 
of recording her version of 
“Continuum” was intended as 
an exercise to help her focus on 
the aspects of making records 
that are most important to her, 
when word started getting 
around, fan requests to hear it 
began to build. 

So, her label, Stoney Creek, 
released “The Continuum Proj¬ 
ect” on May 25, shining more 
light on her gift for soul-soaked 
vocals, confident R&B and peri¬ 
odically scorching rock guitar 
licks. 

It’s not a huge departure 
from her 2017 album “The 
Project,” which was pro¬ 
duced by Bush. That album 
also brings a Muscle Shoals 
country-soul flavor to many 
of the songs she wrote, some 
with established heavy hitters 
including Bush (“Wildfire”) 
and Shane McAnally and Josh 
Osborne (“Just Another Girl”). 

One highlight for her dur¬ 
ing “The Continuum Project” 
was the chance to record Jimi 
Hendrix’s “Bold as Love,” since 
Mayer had done his rendition 
on his album — bringing two of 
her guitar heroes together into 
a single track. 

To prepare “The Continuum 
Project” for commercial re¬ 
lease, “Kristian stripped off the 
drum tracks I worked so hard 
on,” she said with a laugh. Ini¬ 
tially, she felt some disappoint¬ 
ment, but quickly came around 
to embrace that choice. 

“I think it makes the songs 
feel much more vulnerable and 
intimate,” she said. “It was a 
great decision.” 



S he might have smashed a 
few herself, but judging 
by her first solo album. 
Shannon Shaw has had 
her heart broken in 17 places. At 
least. 

The singer and bass player has 
teamed up again with Dan Auer¬ 
bach of the Black Keys, who also 
produced “Onion,” the recently 
released fifth album by Shannon 
& the Clams — Shaw’s band that 
combines and updates sounds 
mostly from the ’50s and ’60s. 

“Shannon in Nashville” stays 
anchored in that foundational 
era but, maybe as part of its tip 
of the hat to Dusty Springfield’s 
“Dusty in Memphis,” there are 
additional instrumental layers 
(Wurlitzer, cornet, vibraphone, 
glockenspiel, Mellotron) re¬ 
sulting in smoother, deeper 
foundations for Shaw’s coarsely 
expressive and utterly believable 
vocals. 

The ballads and leisurely- 



Shannon Shaw 

Shannon in Nashville 
(Easy Eye Sound) 


paced strolls through heartbreak 
and its many ramifications and 
articulations — from slightly 
comical (“Lord of Alaska”) to 
outright tear-jerking (“Love I 
Can’t Explain) — are wonderful 
vehicles for Shaw’s simple but ef¬ 
fective narratives. There are also 
hints at family history, but she’s 
not out to embarrass anyone. 

The echoing acoustic guitar 


arpeggio leading into opener 
“Golden Frames” is 18 seconds 
of bliss, but there’s really noth¬ 
ing else like it on the rest of the 
album. It feels like a teaser, like 
Shaw jumping a decade into 
1970s-style singer-songwriter 
fare. Something to consider for 
the next one, maybe. 

Still, there are soulful songs 
a-plenty here. Strings elevate the 
drama on “Freddies ’n’ Teddies,” 
while “Broke My Own” is Shaw 
at her most Amy Winehouse-ish. 
Auerbach regulars and Nash¬ 
ville veterans Gene Chrisman 
(drums) and Bobby Wood (key¬ 
boards) are splendid throughout, 
like the whole band, but espe¬ 
cially on “Cryin’ My Eyes Out” 
and the Latin-tinged “Leather, 
Metal, Steel.” 

Heartbreak, you’ve done your 
part on “Shannon in Nashville.” 
Now please stay away from her. 

— Pablo Gorondi 

Associated Press 



Dierks Bentley 

The Mountain (Capitol Nashville) 


Dierks Bentley moves so ef¬ 
fortlessly between radio-friendly 
country, bluegrass and rock on 
“The Mountain” that his skill 
becomes impressive and his se¬ 
renity becomes contagious. 

His ninth studio album is built 
around an idea rather than one 
country style. “The Mountain” is 
meant to be inspirational, a cel¬ 
ebration of persistence and keep¬ 
ing calm. “It was only a mountain, 
nothing but a big old rock,” 
Bentley sings in the title track that 
sounds hke it is built from Tom 


Petty guitar riffs and marathon¬ 
ers’ mantras. “Only a mountain, it 
ain’t hard if you don’t stop.” 

On the gorgeous “Travelin’ 
Light,” a sprightly bluegrass 
duet with Brandi Carlile, Bentley 
advocates for positive change. “I 
used to carry my past like a duffel 
bag,” he sings. “It’s been hurting 
my head and breaking my back / 
I’m tired of livin’ unforgiven, so 
I’m travelin’ light.” 

Sure, there are critics who 
would prefer an album filled with 
that kind of roots music, but why 


would Bentley want to slow the 
momentum of his arena-filling 
career? Especially when he offers 
country anthems as catchy as 
“Woman, Amen,” which somehow 
combines ’80s rock simplicity and 
a timely celebration of the power 
of women, or the hard-charging 
“Burning Man,” which features 
the Brothers Osborne. 

Bentley seems unflappable as 
he tackles a variety of styles and 
topics, from the seductive “Noth¬ 
ing on But the Stars” to the good- 
natured breakup in “Goodbye in 


Telluride.” On “You Can’t Bring 
Me Down,” he calmly declares, 
“You can try to wrap your words 
like rocks around my ankles and 
push me off a bridge and hope 
that I might drown.” He saves his 
fire for lines like “You don’t get 
this far without knowing how to 
get up off the ground.” 

With a collection as likable as 
“The Mountain,” Bentley won’t 
have to worry about getting 
knocked down any time soon. 

— Glenn Gamboa 
Newsday 
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An awkward duet 


Clinton, Patterson join forces for silly 
political thriller ‘The President Is Missing’ 


By Ron Charles 

The Washington Post 


F ormer president Bill Clinton and thriller writer James Patterson have 
teamed up to write a novel together, which for pure marketing genius 
would be like Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Katy Perry releasing a duet. 
Terms of the Clinton-Patterson deal haven’t been revealed, but it’s 
no accident that in their acknowledgments, the first person the authors thank is Washington super-agent Robert 
Barnett (cha-ching!). Poor Hillary comes in third, with thanks for her “constant encouragement and reminders 
to keep it real,” which is what a girl who just wanted to be friends wrote in my high school yearbook. 

This isn’t the first work of fiction by a U.S. president: Jimmy Carter published an earnest novel about the Revo¬ 
lutionary War called “The Hornet’s Nest” in 2003, and Donald Trump has many “Art of the Deal”-type works. 
But “The President Is Missing” is, nonetheless, an extraordinary event. As the publishers gush, it’s the first novel 
“informed by insider details that only a president can know.” 


The CIA can relax. Surely, no black 
felt-tip pens went dry redacting classi¬ 
fied material from this manuscript. “The 
President Is Missing” reveals as many 
secrets about the U.S. government as 
“The Pink Panther” reveals about the 
French government. And yet it provides 
plenty of insight on the former presi¬ 
dent’s ego. 

The novel opens with the commander 
in chief, President Duncan, preparing 
for a House Select Committee. His staff 
has strongly advised him against testify¬ 
ing. “My opponents really hate my guts,” 
Duncan thinks, but “here I am”: just one 
honest man “with rugged good looks and 
a sharp sense of humor.” Facing a panel 
of sniveling political opportunists intent 
on impeaching him, Duncan knows he 
sounds “like a lawyer” caught in “a se¬ 
mantic legal debate,” but darn it, he’s try¬ 
ing to save the United States! Although 
Congress insists he explain exactly what 
he’s been up to, he can’t reveal the details 
of his secret negotiations with a terrorist 
set on destroying the country. 


As a fabulous revision of Clinton’s own 
life and impeachment scandal, this is 
dazzling. (One only wishes Rep. Henry 
Hyde could have lived long enough to 
attend the book party.) The transfigura¬ 
tion of William Jefferson Clinton into 
Jonathan Lincoln Duncan should be 
studied in psych departments for years. 
Both men lost their fathers early and 
rose from hardscrabble circumstances to 
become governors. Both men met their 
brilliant wives in law school, and both 
couples have one daughter. 

But then we come to the curious dif¬ 
ferences: Rather than shrewdly avoiding 
military service, President Duncan is a 
celebrated war hero. Rather than being 
pleasured in the Oval Office by an intern, 
Duncan was tortured in Iraq by the Re¬ 
publican Guard. And rather than being 
the subject of innumerable rumors about 
extramarital affairs, Duncan was wholly 
devoted to his late wife and now lives in 
apparent celibacy. 

Even incidental details provide weird 
echoes of the Clinton era: Duncan’s 


closest adviser is a woman publicly 
branded by a crude reference to oral sex. 
(Showtime has acquired the rights for 
a TV adaptation.) The whole 500-page 
novel takes place in just a few days as a 
terrorist named Suliman Cindoruk plots 
to activate a computer virus devised by 
a beautiful Abkhazian separatist with a 
hard, agile body and a “voracious appe¬ 
tite for exploration, in the world of cyber¬ 
warfare and in the bedroom.” Her virus 
has infected every server, computer and 
electronic device in America. 

In a matter of hours, the country’s 
financial, legal and medical records will 
be erased; the transportation and electri¬ 
cal grids will crash. Hungry and Twitter¬ 
less, without access to porn, fake news or 
Joyce Carol Oates’ cat photos, America 
will be plunged into the Dark Ages. 

Only one handsome man can stop this, 
but it’s not easy for the president of the 
United States to slip out of the White 
House and foil international terrorists, 
particularly with those congressmen hot 
on his tail, intent on impeachment. For- 


Former President Bill Clinton and 
bestselling novelist James Patterson 
coilaborate on “The President Is 
Missing,” a dramatic thriller set in real 
time that blends fact and fiction. 

Bebeto Matthews/AP 


tunately, Duncan gets some makeup help 
from an actress who is “one of the twenty 
most beautiful women on the planet.” 

A little beard stubble, some quick work 
with an eyebrow pencil and voila: The 
leader of the free world is ready to go 
underground and defend Western civili¬ 
zation. 

Unfortunately, the title, “The Presi¬ 
dent Is Missing,” depends upon what the 
meaning of the word “is” is. After all, 
Duncan narrates most of this story him¬ 
self, so we always know his whereabouts. 
And as we zoom through these chapters, 
it’s easy to tell which author is holding 
the reins. Sometimes, the pages spark 
to DEFCON 1 with spectacular shoot- 
outs, car crashes, Viper helicopters and 
a pregnant assassin code-named Bach 
who “is known only by her gender and 
the classical-music composer she favors.” 
I’m guessing that’s the handiwork of Pat¬ 
terson. 

But for much of “The President Is 
Missing,” Patterson seems to have 
deferred to the First Writer. That’s a 
problem. When we pick up a thriller this 
silly, we want underwear models shoot¬ 
ing Hellfire missiles from hang gliders; 
Clinton gives us Cabinet members ques¬ 
tioning each other over Skype. President 
Duncan spends an awful lot of time 
consulting with world leaders, reminding 
us that “a safe and stable United States 
means a safe and stable Israel.” He 
lectures at us about the proper function 
of government and the responsibilities of 
NATO. Several segments read like little 
admonitions for Trump: “Surrounding 
yourself with sycophants and bootlickers 
is the shortest route to failure,” Duncan 
says. But unless someone reads those 
passages on Fox News, the current presi¬ 
dent is unlikely to encounter that wise 
advice, and the rest of us already know it. 

Rather than those insider details we 
were promised “that only a president can 
know,” the novel is full of tepid moraliz¬ 
ing. “What happened to factual, down- 
the-middle reporting?” Duncan asks in 
a critique of click-driven journalism. 
“There is no trust anymore,” Clinton’s 
avatar laments, breaking the irony meter. 

The larger problem, though, is how 
cramped the novel’s scope remains. 
There’s no thrum of national panic, no 
sense of the wide world outside this very 
literal narrative. And so much of the plot 
is stuck in a room with nerds trying to 
crack a computer code. That struggle 
feels about as exciting as watching your 
parents trying to remember their Face- 
book password: “Did you spell it with an 
“O”? Did you try a capital letter?” 

It’s enough to make a reader nostalgic 
for the Dark Ages. 
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WEEKEND: TELEVISION & DVD 
NEW ON DVD 


“I Can Only Imagine”: The opening lyrics of the 
MercyMe song “I Can Only Imagine” are “I can 
only imagine what it will be like when I walk by your 
side.” Those simple words begin what has become 
the most-played Christian radio single ever. A song 
with such power must come from a special place, 
and that is what the new DVD release “I Can Only 
Imagine” examines. Directors Andrew and Jon 
Erwin, working from a script by Alex Cramer, offer 
a glimpse into the pain and suffering MercyMe lead 
singer Bart Millard (J. Michael Finley) experienced 
as elements of his hfe finally came together to put 
him in an emotional, spiritual and physical place to 
pen such a powerful song. “I Can Only Imagine” is 
a story about the art of faith and having faith in the 
arts. The combination makes the production worthy 
to be included in the world of the better faith-based 
movies. At the same time, it is full of universal points 
about family, finding your way in hfe, dealing with 
talent issues and being ready when inspiration ar¬ 
rives that wiU be familiar to a broad audience. 

“Sherlock Gnomes”: The mystery of “Sherlock 
Gnomes” is elementary, my dear reader: The film is 
as fiat as British cooking. Director John Stevenson 
(“Rung Fu Panda”) has taken the few best parts 
of the animated film “Gnomeo & Juliet” and the 
intellectual stylings of the Sherlock Holmes tales 
and removed them from the equation in making the 
clueless tale of suspense. It is neither fiashy nor fun 
enough for youngsters, nor mentally challenging 
enough for adults. 


Olivia Hoit and Aubrey Joseph piay teenagers with superpowers in “Marvei’s Cioak & Dagger.” The show airs Sundays 
on AFN-Puise. 




Warner Bros. Pictures 


Alicia Vikander is Lara Croft in the action-adventure 
flick “Tomb Raider,” now avaiiabie on DVD. 

Also available on DVD: 

“Tomb Raider”: Alicia Vikander stars in the 
latest big-screen look at the young adventurer who 
tries to find out what happened to her father. 

“An Ordinary Man”: War criminal (Ben Kings¬ 
ley) is moved to a new hideout where he develops a 
relationship with the maid that looks after him. 

“The Mimic”: Mother of a missing child takes 
in a lost girl and soon begins to wonder if she is 
human. 

“Edward II”: Film based on the 1593 work by 
Christopher Marlowe based on the life of Britain’s 
only openly gay monarch. 

“America’s Greatest Monuments”: A look at how 
world-renowned symbols of the nation are cloaked 
in misinformation, mystery and mythology. 

“Dorothy and the Wizard of Oz: Emerald City 
Season One Volume Two”: Dorothy tackles her 
royal duties with enthusiasm and bravery in his 
animated series. 

“Orange Is the New Black: Season Five”: New 
state of chaos descends upon Litchfield Penitentiary 
in this acclaimed series. 

“Ninja III: The Domination”: The ’80s cult clas¬ 
sic starring Lucinda Dickey is being released on 
Blu-ray. 

“Loveless”: A young boy disappears after seeing 
his divorcing parents fighting. 

“First Civilizations”: Series identifies four cor¬ 
nerstones of civilization — war, religion, cities and 
trade — and explores each in the context of differ¬ 
ent civilizations. 

“Spinning Man”: Professor’s life goes out of con¬ 
trol when he becomes the primary suspect in the 
disappearance of a female college student. 

“Will & Grace: Season One”: Eric McCormack, 
Debra Messing, Sean Hayes and Megan Mullally 
reprise their roles for the return of this NBC series 
after a decade of being off the air. 

“Love, Simon”: Gay teen doesn’t know the iden¬ 
tity of the classmate he’s fallen for online. 

— Rick Bentley/Tribune News Service 


‘Cloak & Dagger’ actors glad TV show tackles real issues 


By Rick Bentley 
Tribune News Service 

O livia Holt arrives at the table in The Little 
Jewel of New Orleans restaurant a few 
minutes before her “Cloak & Dagger” 
co-star, Aubrey Joseph. She jokes that 
the delay was planned to create the same anticipa¬ 
tion that comes in the first few episodes of the new 
Freeform series. 

Although Holt and Joseph play characters who 
are linked together through a years-ago accident 
that leaves them both with superpowers (he’s the 
cloak and she’s the dagger), viewers won’t get to see 
them work together for several weeks. Once they 
do get together, the young actors get to show off the 
chemistry that earned them the role in the latest 
TV series based on a Marvel Comics property. 

Holt likes that “Cloak & Dagger” starts as a slow 
boil. “I always like when I am watching a TV series 
or a film where you get to understand the charac¬ 
ters as individuals first. I think it makes you re¬ 
spect them and empathize with them a little more,” 
Holt says. “I personally like that it took a minute 
to get to know them a little more because they are 
very complicated individuals to begin with.” 

Joseph adds if the series started with them 
together right out of the gate, it would ruin the ele¬ 
ment of how much the two young people need each 
other. The relationship isn’t just built on how he can 
engulf others in total darkness and she can cre¬ 
ate light daggers, but from a need by both to find 
someone to trust. 

The TV series has taken great liberties with the 
origin story first presented in 1982 in issue No. 64 of 
“Peter Parker, the Spectacular Spider-Man,” but the 
primary element of two young people dealing with 
layers of angst while coming to terms with their spe¬ 
cial abilities is both a thread taken from the comic 
books and fits Freeform’s programming style. Holt’s 
Tandy Bowen is dealing with the continuing after- 
math of the tragic death of her father and a worth¬ 
less mother (Andrea Roth), while Joseph’s Tyrone 
Johnson has been emotionally scarred by watching 
a family member gunned down by the police. 

“I think the timing is just right,” Joseph says. 
“Black men in general have been dehumanized and 
females minimized. This is the jump start for a new 
normal. We are seeing a lot more black heroes and 
females with power. I feel like this show is going to 
impact people so deeply. 

“Having a young black male to look up to, as far 
as I am concerned, is unreal.” 

Holt stresses “Cloak & Dagger” didn’t come 
into existence just so there would be more diverse 


k 

We focus on 
a lot of heavy 
topics, from 
sexual assault to 
police brutality. 

It is interesting 
timing that while 
we were in New 
Orleans shooting 
the show, all 
the movements 
started in the 
country. I think 
we started 
feeling far more 
passionate 
about the writing 
because a lot 
of what was 
happening was 
already there in 
the scripts.” 

— Olivia Holt 


superheroes — although that is a 
m^or plus — but it’s designed to 
have the pair deal with real-world 
problems. The show is set in a world 
of superpowers, but each story is 
grounded. 

“We focus on a lot of heavy topics, 
from sexual assault to police brutal¬ 
ity,” Holt says. “It is interesting 
timing that while we were in New 
Orleans shooting the show, all the 
movements started in the coun¬ 
try. I think we started feeling far 
more passionate about the writing 
because a lot of what was happening 
was already there in the scripts. 

“It is so important for us to tell a 
real story. Don’t glamorize it. Don’t 
sugarcoat it. The fact we get to start 
a conversation about something real 
that is happening in society right 
now is very important to us. We 
want to make people feel like they 
are not alone. As millennials, we 
want our generation to have a voice, 
and that is one of the goals of the 
show.” 

The co-stars are united in their 
ideals for the show, but come to the 
project from very different back¬ 
grounds. The 19-year-old Holt not 
only has starred in several TV se¬ 
ries and become the face for Neutro- 
gena, she’s also released a debut EP. 

Joseph, 20, is a graduate of the 
Professional Performing Arts 
School in New York and made his 
Broadway debut as Young Simba in 
“Disney’s The Lion King.” He’s had 
guest-starring TV spots. 

Now they are linked by a project 
that makes them part of the grow¬ 
ing superhero world of TV and film. 
Even before the first episode aired, 
they got reactions to the series 
through social media. 

Holt says, “Everyone seems really 
stoked about it. Even those who have 
been fans of the comics for so many 
years are excited to see what we are 
now bringing to the table in a five-ac¬ 
tion way. We are just grateful to get 
to portray these characters and their 
stories and the journey they go on not 
only as a team but as individuals.” 
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WEEKEND: HEALTH & FITNESS 



By Elizabeth Kiefer 

Special to The Washington Post 

D epending on whom and what 
you follow on social media, it’s 
possible your feed is popu¬ 
lated with food porn, puppies, 
celebrity babies or even poetry. But if 
your browsing behavior is anything like 
mine, you’ve noticed an uptick in photos 
featuring a certain element of the female 
anatomy, often accompanied by a peach 
emoji, the new universal symbol for the 
perfect derriere. 

Almost a quarter-century after “Buns 
of Steel” made its VHS debut, the obses¬ 
sion with having firm, toned glutes is 
back. Classes such as Best Butt Ever and 
Gluteus Maxout pepper the schedules 
of gyms, while concept studios targeted 
toward building the behind spread across 
the country, including Booty Barre in 
Seattle and Booty Works in Los Angeles. 
Fit-fiuencers such as Sam Paparo and 
Cassey Ho have built whole YouTube and 
Instagram brands on their backsides. 

Gone are the willowy, flat-bottomed, 
Spandex-wearing workout queens of 
the early ’90s. Instead, today’s gluteus 
craziness celebrates the curves of Kim 
Kardashian, Beyonce and Nicki Min^ 

— and seems geared toward confidence 
and strength, as well as sex appeal. “The 
focus is on curves, and that appeals to 
everyone,” says Bee Donlan, a personal 
trainer and the founder of Sweat With 
Bee. “But I also want you to be strong.” 

Donlan attributes the renewed focus 
on glutes in part to the body positivity 
movement’s acceptance — and celebra¬ 
tion — of curvaceous figures. She also 
thinks we’ve reached a more pragmatic 
moment in fitness culture. Her example: 
The average woman can’t transcend ge¬ 
netics to look like Heidi Klum — but she 
can create a Arm behind. 

“Rather than everyone being desperate 
to have that stick-thin model bod, which 
genetically is not possible for 99.9 per¬ 


cent of the population,” Donlan says, “we 
are more accepting of what our bodies 
are realistically capable of.” 

“It’s not about being skinny right now,” 
agrees Stephen Pasterino, a physical 
therapist turned “pre-hab” trainer whose 
streamable workout concept P.volve fo¬ 
cuses on shaping the butt, hips and thighs, 
has a similar assessment. “People want 
that athletic, strong, lean look — everyone 
is looking for that feminine physique, and 
the butt is a m^or part of that.” 

He acknowledges, however, the influ¬ 
ence of Instagram, “where every girl is 
in a bikini with a butt shot.” Though that 
might be a slight overstatement, the so¬ 
cial media platform deserves some credit 
for the craze. The hashtag #Tushy 
Tuesday, launched in 2010 by Elana 
Rosenblatt, director of partnerships for 
the women’s clothing brand Reformation, 
appears on more than 30,000 images on 
Instagram. Crediting 
Jennifer Lopez as her 
inspiration, Rosenblatt 
says, “I wanted to show 
that being skinny isn’t 
the only trademark for 
beauty.” 

But she and Pas¬ 
terino point out a dark 
side: The quest to 
get the full-bottomed 
look sometimes leads 
women to go under the 
knife, or at least the 
syringe — a trend that 
made a controversial 
appearance in last 
year’s adaptation of 
“She’s Gotta Have It” 
on Netflix. 

“I think it’s crazy 
what girls are doing 
to achieve that look,” 

Pasterino says. “And I 
think it’s a result of not 
knowing how to do it 
on their own. You don’t 


have to do plastic surgery or anything 
like that; you just have to go through the 
right exercises and motions, and get the 
right muscles turned on, and you can 
have it naturally.” 

Building a Arm, round behind natural¬ 
ly is also the only way to attain important 
muscular benefits. “The butt and the 
hips are the drivers of everything you do, 
whether you are an athlete or not,” Pas¬ 
terino says. “Without a strong butt, the 
chances of getting hurt are sky-high. It 
supports your back; it supports your hips; 
it drives you through motion and acceler¬ 
ates motion; it helps to prevent injuries in 
the knees, even in the shoulders.” 

The problem is that most of us aren’t 
using our glutes at all, which Pasterino 
calls “dormant butt.” Donlan explains: 
“For 90 percent of people, their glutes 
don’t Are; they don’t activate. So instead 
you compensate with all the muscles 

around it.” For women, 
this usually means the 
quadriceps muscles in 
the front of the thigh. 

Firing up the glutes 
isn’t done the way 
most of us think it is. 
“You just can’t accom¬ 
plish a perfect round 
butt with just squats, 
dead lifts and lunges,” 
Paterino says. “It’s just 
not possible.” In fact, 
you’ll be targeting the 
wrong muscles, Donlan 
says: “You can squat 
for days, and if your 
glutes aren’t firing, 
you’re building up your 
quads.” 

Donlan recommends 
using a resistance band, 
which “instantly forces 
your body to switch on 
your medial glutes, the 
biggest part of your 
butt. If you make sure 


It’s not about 
being skinny 
right now. 
People want 
that athletic, 
strong, lean 
look — everyone 
is looking for 
that feminine 
physique, and 
the butt is a 
major part of 
that. ^ 

Stephen Pasterino 

trainer, founder of P.volve 


your glutes are firing before you lift or 
whatever it is you’re going to do, that will 
help work that muscle more.” 

Donlan, who sells bands and instruc¬ 
tions online, offers these examples as 
glute-activating exercises: Kick things 
off by putting a band around your ankles 
and doing 20 sidesteps to one side, then 20 
to the other. Then do squats from a wide¬ 
legged stance with the band above your 
knees. Follow with single-leg dead lifts: 

Put the band under one foot, hold it with 
the hand on the same side, then bend and 
straighten. 

“We’ve nicknamed that last one the 
‘bend and snap,”’ similar to a scene from 
the movie “Legally Blonde,” she says. 

“It works your hamstrings, the muscles 
underneath your butt, so it will help your 
butt as well.” 

But she also cautions against overtrain¬ 
ing. “Your butt needs to rest and recover 
after a workout so it can build muscle. If 
you’re constantly working on one muscle 
group, that will lead to a constant state 
of fatigue, meaning zero results and an 
unbalanced workout.” 

Pasterino, whose proprietary resistance 
equipment can be purchased online and 
used to take his classes at home, also 
abides by this less-can-be-more philoso¬ 
phy. He also uses fitness bands, as well as 
gliders, ankle weights and mini-squats, 
“which stay in the range of motion where 
it’s just the butt and the lower stomach.” 
But he never has clients do more than 
eight to 10 reps of any move at a time. 

“I am adamant about this,” he says. 
“After eight to 10 reps, your muscles start 
to fatigue and overdevelop.” 

He emphasizes the importance of form. 
If you’re attending any of these new fanny- 
focused classes, your instructor should be 
ensuring that you’re truly activating those 
glutes, not relying on other muscles to do 
the work. Even if you choose not to become 
an Instagram icon, your back and knees 
will thank you. 
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WEEKEND: FAMILY 


Little differences 


Some things have 

By Lauren Chval 
Chicago Tribune 

B eing a new parent, 
people will tell you, 
is overwhelming. A 
new baby does not 
come with instructions. While 
frantic Googling is always an 
option, many turn to an even 
more comprehensive source of 
knowledge: their own mothers. 

In those first days, weeks and 
months, new grandmothers 
(and grandfathers) can serve 
as resources in what feels like 
a prolonged guessing game of 
“What’s upsetting my baby?” 
But while they’re often expert 
diaper changers and baby 
whisperers, the trouble with 
relying solely on mom’s knowl¬ 
edge is that a lot may have 
changed since she had babies 
of her own. 

“The reason we have all the 
recommendations for babies is 
we can study them,” said Dr. 
Renee F. Slade, a pediatrician 
at Rush University Medical 
Center. “If there are only a 
few patients of a rare disease, 
it makes it hard to conduct re¬ 
search. But with babies, there 
are thousands of them born 
every day across the coun¬ 
try, so we’re always learning, 
and best practices are always 
changing.” 

Dr. Adia George, a pediatri¬ 
cian at Advocate Illinois Ma¬ 
sonic Medical Center, said she 
often fields questions about old 
wives’ tales that aren’t based in 
research. For example, some 
moms or dads put coins on 
their babies’ umbilical cords to 
prevent hernias — a practice 
that isn’t medically necessary 
or effective. But George said 
that there’s nothing wrong 
with certain things as long as 
they don’t harm the baby. 

“Typically, the type of advice 
that I give families is just 
advice. There aren’t really 
hard rules because everything 
doesn’t apply to every infant 
and every infant is different,” 
George said. “What grand¬ 
mothers have done isn’t neces¬ 
sarily wrong, but it might be 
that what they’ve done hasn’t 
been proven to show any 
benefit, which is why we don’t 
recommend it.” 

So what’s changed in the last 
few decades since your mom 
had a baby? 


changed since Grandma had a baby 



istock photo 


Mothers often do know best, and new grandparents are a wealth of 
wisdom and support, but some of their advice might not be up to date. 


1. Car seats stay rear facing 
for longer. 

Since 2011, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics has 
advised keeping car seats rear 
facing until the child is 2 years 
old, instead of the previous 
milestone at 1. “Facing forward, 
there’s more stress on the neck 
when the car lurches forward in 
an accident,’’ Slade said. 

2. A safe sleep environment is 
important. 

While the “Back to Sleep” 
campaign started in 1994 to 
raise awareness of the impor¬ 
tance of putting infants to sleep 
on their backs, Slade said these 
days, there is added emphasis on 
a safe sleep environment: no pil¬ 
lows, blankets, stuffed animals 
or bumpers in cribs. Addition¬ 
ally, the drop-side crib has been 
banned in the U.S. since 2011. 

3. No alcohol on the umbilical 
cord. 

While parents were once 
instructed to pour alcohol on the 
umbilical cord to help it fall out, 
studies show that keeping the 
cord dry is better for healing. 

4. No baby powder. 

The AAP recommends against 
using baby powder. “No matter 
how careful you are with it, it 
gets up in the air and the baby 
can inhale it, which opens them 
up to respiratory problems and 
infections,” Slade said. 

5. No water until 6 months. 

“It’s no longer recommended 

for infants to have water until 
they’re starting solid food,” 
George said. “A newborn should 
have only breast milk or for¬ 
mula.” 

6. A baby shouldn’t drink rice 
cereal. 

Some mothers swear by add¬ 
ing a little rice cereal to a baby’s 
formula or breast milk to get 
them to sleep longer, but Slade 
said that practice of adding extra 
calories to liquid creates a higher 
risk of obesity. “There’s a reason 


they’re waking up in the middle 
of the night,” she said. “They still 
need that nutrition when they’re 
less than 6 months old.” 

7. Moms room with babies in 
the hospital. 

It used to be common practice 
for a maternity ward to keep 
newborns in a nursery, but now 
babies typically stay with the 
mothers in a bassinet. “That way 
the mom is learning the baby’s 
cues right away and bonding,” 
Slade said. 

8. Breastfeeding is more em¬ 
phasized and supported. 

The health benefits of breast¬ 
feeding for both mom and baby 
have been widely researched. 
The AAP recommends breast¬ 
feeding for at least the first year 
of a baby’s life if possible, and 
Slade said she has seen hospitals 
support this with more lactation 
consultants and lactation train¬ 
ing for nurses. 

9. The first pediatrician ap¬ 
pointment is earlier. 

Slade said it’s a relatively 
new practice to have the first 
pediatric appointment just two 
days after mom and baby leave 
the hospital. This change came 
because mothers used to stay at 
the hospital for up to two weeks, 
and in that time, the baby was 
checked for things like jaun¬ 
dice or weight loss. “It’s a super 
valuable appointment,” she said. 
“You’re helping the parents 
when they’re totally over¬ 
whelmed and they need someone 
to answer questions.” 

10. Soft soles are better for 
learning to walk. 

Though many mothers have 
the classic hard white baby 
bootie that’s been passed down 
through generations, those aren’t 
best for a baby’s development. 
“When babies are learning to 
walk, we recommend bare feet 
in the house and a soft shoe with 
a more flexible sole when they’re 
outside,” Slade said. 


THE MEAT AND 
POTATOES OF LIFE 

Lisa Smith Moiinari ^ 



Rewriting the rules 
reveals bottom line 

Y ears ago, I wanted to be Supermom, and for the 
most part, I was. I cooked, I cleaned, I nurtured, 
I maintained complete control. Nothing could 
faze me. 

That worked for a while, and then, strangely, my chil¬ 
dren started to think for themselves. No amount of time 
outs, gold stars, or “wait-until-your-father-gets-home”s 
would convince my kids to obey me every time. 

My breaking point came during a family camping trip 
in 2003 at Cheatham Annex Naval Base in Virginia. Ever 
the idealist, I envisioned fun family game night in the 
cabin, meaningful talks under dappled sunlight, delicious 
barbecues and gooey fireside s’mores. 

It rained for four days solid. 

Thankfully, our cabin was equipped with electricity, 
and the sedative effect of the television was the only thing 
that kept us from going mad. On the fifth day, the clouds 
parted, and I was determined to salvage the experience 
with a perfect family barbecue. 

We cooked hot dogs over a few sad charcoal briquettes 
while the kids ran amok around the muddy perimeter of 
our camp. I set the algae-stained picnic table with paper 
plates and channeled June Cleaver: “C’mon kiddos! Time 
for din-din!” 

When no one showed, I started to count, “One, two....” 
Only Lilly, our toddler, appeared, splattered with mud 
to her knees, so I stormed off to physically escort her 
older siblings, Anna and Hayden, to their seats. 

“I don’t wanna eat it,” Anna said, staring down at her 
cold mac ’n cheese and singed hot dog. 

“No shoe,” Lilly mumbled, just as I noticed her purple 
Mary Jane embedded in the mud a few feet away. I swat¬ 
ted the gnats and tried to maintain my composure. 

I was sure s’mores would be a hit. We had to press the 
marshmallows against the metal grill to find any heat 
from the smoldering briquettes. In the end, the s’mores 
were stiff, and tainted with hot dog residue, but the kids 
were too busy fighting over Hershey bars to notice. 

Finally, we gave up. The cabin’s “electronic nanny” 
(TV) lulled the kids into a catatonic state, and my hus¬ 
band Francis and I collapsed onto the couch. 

Just then, a light blinked on in my head. I leaped up to 
find the art supplies I had packed for happy family crafts 
that never took place, and scribbled like a mad scientist 
writing an ingenious formula. An hour later, my mas¬ 
terpiece was complete: The Moiinari Family Rules were 
born. 

At home a few days later, I was determined to set a new 
and improved standard for our family. 

“Ahem. I hereby call to order the first official Moiinari 
Family Meeting. Please take a moment to write your 
name at the top of this four-page agenda,” I proclaimed 
while pushing in Lilly’s booster seat. 

I unveiled The Rules in dramatic fashion and asked 
everyone to read them aloud and discuss at length. After 
15 minutes, the kids slouched in their seats. After half an 
hour, their heads drooped onto the table. By the 45-min¬ 
ute mark, even Francis was nodding off, so I ended on a 
positive note — something about how much I loved them 
— and hoped my message had sunk in. 

Several such meetings took place in the years after that 
ill-fated camping trip. Every time I felt things spinning 
out of control, I called another meeting. I always asked 
everyone to recite The Rules together. After each meet¬ 
ing, I felt rejuvenated, armed and in control again. 

Now that I think about it, no one’s behavior really 
changed all that much. Perhaps the meetings were only 
for my benefit. Was everyone simply sacrificing a couple 
hours of their time so Mom could regain her sanity? 

Embarrassed by this realization, I once contemplated 
removing The Rules from our wall and making my point¬ 
less meetings a thing of the past. But then it dawned on 
me — my family had unselfishly put up with my family 
meetings just for me, which meant that they had mas¬ 
tered Rule No. 1: Be kind. 

Read more of Lisa Smith Molinari’s columns at: 

themeatandpotatoesoflife.com 

Email: meatandpotatoesoflifedJgooglemail.com 
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RUSH-HOUR HEADACHES 

BY RUTH BLOOMFIELD MARGOLIN / EDITED BY WILL SHORTZ 



ACROSS 

I “Me too” 

6 Expert on jingles 

II UK. V.I.P. 

15 Corp. leadership 

19 Baby’s woe 

20 Nap for a loafer? 

21 “Cien_de 

Soledad” (Gabriel 
Garcia Marquez 
novel) 

22 Bailiwick 

23 Lane restricted to 

allow motorcades 
through? 

26 Ribs 

27 Jerry’s adversary, in 

cartoons 

28 _colada 

29 Night vision? 

30 Early online forum 
32 Honolulu’s historic 

_Palace 

34 Current 

36 Pressing and shoving 
me as 1 enter the 
subway? 

41 Sounds before 

sneezes 

42 Word repeated by 

Romeo in “As mine 



43 Brown v. Board of 

Education city 

44 Last words of a pep 

talk, perhaps 
48 Not taking a bow? 

51 New Haven collegian 


52 Mousetrap brand 

54 Take a hit 

55 Highway obstructed 

by accidents, 
detours and 
construction? 

59 Things sometimes 
stolen in Hollywood 

61 East Berlin’s land: 

Abbr. 

62 Prosperous period 

63 Standing Rock tribe 

65 Pays attention to 

66 Rope for 

strangulation 
69 Package sender to an 
enlistee, maybe 
71 Kosher 

74 Title kitten in a Key 
and Peele action 
comedy 

76 Not stay in the pail, 

say 

77 Youth org. since 1910 
80 They sit in front of 

82 Took public 

transportation while 

the shop? 

86 City near Provo 

87 “Time_a 

premium” 

89 Grp. with a co-pay 

90 Bit of dangly jewelry 

91 “Star-bellied” 

Seussian creature 
93 Net fisher 

96 Song lead-in to “di” 

or “da” 

97 Rural turndown 

98 “This tollbooth line 

will make me late!”? 
103 Portal in “Alice in 
Wonderland” 


106 Shellac and myrrh 

107 Rule against singing 

108 Toodle-oos 
lllPeddle 
112 

115 Where Scarlett got a 
letter? 

116 Split an Uber? 

120 Fun-run length, 

for short 

121 Last thing said 
before eating? 

122 Washington, but not 
Jefferson 

123 Any local in “The 
Music Man” 

124 Matter of interest? 

125 Spot 

126 Like legalized 
marijuana 

127 Alternating-current 
motor inventor 

DOWN 

2 Home of many 

Big Apple galleries 

3 One with ’18 after one’s 

4 Alma mater of Wm. 

Hewlett of Hewlett- 
Packard 

5 Colorful summer treat 

6 Like the “s” in “aisle” 

7 Dodge S.U.V. 

8 Brave adversary 

9 Condition for some 

distracted kids, for 

10 Not e’en once 

11 Like some oil money 

12 Canine coat? 


13 “Hmm, the oven was 

on. Did_didn’t 

14 Time release 

15 Get to Grand Central 

right at 5:00? 

16 Tool for a blacksmith 

17 Jason’s wife in myth 

18 Finger-licking good 

24 Thread: Prefix 

25 San Francisco : 

BART :: 

Philadelphia :_ 

31 Sweater damage 

32 “No more for me, 

thanks” 

33 Force onward 

35 Utah’s_ 

Canyon (locale of 
petroglyphs) 

36 Kale alternative 

37 Fix, as a golf green 

38 Pianist Rubinstein 

39 Rise above the 

din, say 

40 Somewhere over 

the rainbow they’re 
blue, in song 

45 Carry-_ 

46 Scraped (out) 

47 Cleanup target 

49 Tax_ 

50 Queen dowager 

of Jordan 

52 _Homme (fashion 

53 Awkward 

56 Decision point 

57 Simple life? 

58 Through 

60 “Quantico” actress 

Priyanka_ 

64 Prefix with -phone 


66 “I’m scared by the 

speed you’re going 
in this traffic!”? 

67 Not sagging at all 

68 No-nonsense quartet? 

70 Pout 

71 Elton’s johns 

72 Bring in 

73 Special soldier 
75 Did some theater 

work, casually 


77 Good of boy 

78 Certain vodka ordei; 

informally 

79 Up 

81 Neighbor of Hond. 

83 Radiate 

84 Campaign supporter 

85 Expressive facial 

features 

88_Tzu (dog) 

92 Doofiis 


93 Take care of 

94 Put on a pedestal 

95 Sister of Snow White 

99 Delaying response to 

“Is it time?” 

100 Comic Booster 

101 _qua non 

102 Sends a breakup 
text, say (tsk!) 

103 Helicopter feature 

104 Refrigerator handle? 


105 Snacks during hora 
feliz 

109 N.Z. neighbor 

110 Mile., in Managua 
112House work? 

113 _cavity 

114 Golden Globe winner 
Dunham 

117Friend of Francine 

118 Kind of paper 

119 Help make the bed? 


GUNSTON STREET 



I'M GOING 
TO TH€ BAk 
TO GkAB 
A BEER. 


IS THAT ALl you DO 
IS DRIN|C?» 




“Gunston Street” is drawn by Basil Zaviski. Email him at gunstonstreet@yahoo.com. Online: gunstonstreet.com. 


RESULTS FOR ABOVE PUZZLE 





The story of the U.S. military's role 
in Afghanistan, as seen through 
the eyes of Stars and Stripes 
journalists covering America's 
longest war. 

Only $14.99 with Free Shipping 


ORDER NOW at www.stripesstore.coiTi 
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. Get news and reviews 
of this season’s flicks 

stripes.com/go/ 

summermovies 


Sophia Bush gives 
voice to a new Super, 
Voyd, fourth from left 
at top, in the movie 
‘Incredibles 2.” “I 
told them if they ever 
needed someone with 
raspy voice, I was 
game,” Bush says. 


‘Incredibles 2’ 
is a dream job 
for Sophia Busb 


By Rick Bentley 


W ishes do come true. Just ask Sophia Bush. 

The southern California native has been 
a fan of Pixar movies all her life, particu¬ 
larly “The Incredibles.” She was so deter¬ 
mined to land even a tiny role in one of the company’s 
animated movies, Bush approached executives with 
the company three years ago. 

“I told them if they ever needed someone with a raspy 
voice, I was game,” Bush says in a voice that’s some¬ 
where between Kathleen Turner and a female Batman. 

They finally needed her, as Bush lends her voice to | 
Voyd in the new Pixar animated offering, “Incredibles j 
2,” the sequel to the 2004 film that was released at the / 
same time Bush was starring in “One Tree Hill.” ' 
Voyd is one of several new superheroes in the tale of 
a family with superpowers who can’t use their skills 
because it’s against the law. 

Director Brad Bird told Bush it was her “cool 
voice” that caught their ear during the casting pro¬ 
cess. They took samphngs of Bush’s voice from her 
acting jobs to play against samplings of Holly Hunter’s 
vocals. Hunter plays Elastigirl, the hero who ends up 
spending the most time with Voyd. The blend was exactly 
what the team wanted and is something Bush looks to use 
as a launching pad. “I want to do all the animation and all 
of the voice-over work forever. I hope this opens the door,” 
Bush says. 

Bush is proud to be part of the kind of movie that can be 
enjoyed by every member of the family. And she loves being 
part of a film that is both entertaining and touches on serious 
topics from family to acceptance. 

Voyd has had to deal with a lifetime of denying her true 
nature just because those who make the law have deemed 
her kind unacceptable. It’s not just part of a plot for an ani¬ 
mated movie for Bush, but an important way to make some 
serious points in a subtle way. 

“Everyone can relate to this movie, but because it’s not 
preachy, all of the tension is taken out of it. And you get to 
witness something that feels exactly like your family even 
though it is an animated superhero family,” Bush says. “It 
feels like a world you can relate to. A story you can relate to. 

“You get reminded that society is better when we let every 
single person have a seat at the table and we let every single 
person offer their own brand of personal magic to make the 
world around them a better place. That’s a big theme for a 
cartoon.” 

Animated roles have been the only mqjor acting work to 
elude Bush, as she has rolled up a long resume of credits 
including feature films and TV dramas, including “One Tree 
Hill” and “Chicago Fire.” 

Landing the role in the Pixar movie was a massive thrill 
for Bush — she screamed in a cafe when she read the email 
offering her the part—in regards to her acting career, but the 
casting came with even more bonus points because Voyd is a 
superhero who has superintelligence. 

“I’m always talking to girls about education being of para¬ 
mount importance, how their brains are the most valuable 
parts of their bodies, and how smart is sexy,” Bush says. “And 
I get to play a science nerd who manipulates space. 

“It makes it exponentially more special when you get to 
check something off your bucket list and it is this fulfilling. 
It is a dream come true.” 




luMr. 


Police investigate elder abuse 
of Marvel Comics’ Stan Lee 

Los Angeles police are investigating reports of 
elder abuse against Marvel Comics’ Stan Lee. 

The investigation was revealed in a restraining 
order granted Wednesday against a man who has 
been acting as Lee’s business manager and person¬ 
al adviser. The restraining order says the former 
adviser, Keya Morgan, has inserted himself into 
the life of the 95-year-old Lee. It accuses Morgan 
of taking advantage of Lee’s impaired hearing, vi¬ 
sion and judgment, moving Lee from his longtime 
family home and preventing family and associates 
from contacting him. 

Morgan was arrested Monday for allegedly fil¬ 
ing a false police report by calling 911 saying bur¬ 
glars were in his house when in fact authorities 
were conducting a welfare check on Lee. 

Attempts to reach Morgan on Wednesday were 
not immediately successful. 

Video features ‘Degrassi’ reunion 

Drake is having a Degrassi Community School 
reunion. 

The rapper played Jimmy Brooks in the 
Canadian teen drama, and a video released 
Wednesday night for his single “I’m Upset” 
features several of his “Degrassi: The Next 
/ Generation” cast mates. A party in the halls 

includes cameos by Jake Epstein, Shane Kip- 
pel, Nina Dobrev and Stacey Farber. The princi¬ 
pal, played by Stefan Brogren, also appears in the 
clip along with Kevin Smith and Jason Mewes. 

Drake posted on Instagram that his next album, 
“Scorpion,” will be out June 29. 

Little is off limits on Facebook show 

There’s little Jada Pinkett Smith, her mom and 
her 17-year-old daughter Willow won’t talk about 
on their new Facebook show. 

It’s called “Red Table Talk” and airs Mondays. 
But Pinkett Smith says the show is more than just 
talk among the three generations. A community 
of women has formed around it on Facebook to in¬ 
teract with the trio and each other. Pinkett Smith 
said in a recent interview creating a safe commu¬ 
nity for women is the point — and she loves the 
interaction. 

Pinkett Smith says she turned to Facebook be¬ 
cause she and her fellow producers wanted a loose, 
raw show. Their premiere episode that aired about 
a month ago has now been viewed more than 27 
million times. 

Other news 

■ “Stranger Things” actress Millie Bobby 
Brown, 14, has deleted her Twitter account after 
users posted memes depicting her as homophobic. 
It is not clear why she was targeted. The actress’ 
publicist did not immediately respond to an email 
seeking comment Thursday. Brown has been a 
supporter of LGBTQ rights and created a second¬ 
ary Twitter account Milliestopshate last summer 
that remains active. 

■ “Avengers: Infinity War” officially passed the 
$2 billion mark at the worldwide box office, Disney 
announced Tuesday, in just its 48th day in theaters. 
“Infinity War” joins just three other movies to hit 
that mark: “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” (2015), 
“Avatar” (2009) and “Titanic” (1997). 

■ The Los Angeles District Attorney’s Office 
is looking into a sexual assault allegation against 
actor Sylvester Stallone. The Santa Monica Po¬ 
lice Department passed on the case, the depart¬ 
ment confirmed to The New York Daily News on 
Wednesday. It’s unclear what the case details, but 
TMZ reported in December that a woman had 
filed a police report with the Santa Monica police, 
accusing the now-71-year-old actor of raping her 
in 1990. At the time, his lawyer called the allega¬ 
tions “completely fabricated” and said Stallone 
“categorically disputes the claim.” 

■ Police say former reahty TV star Farrah 
Abraham was arrested Wednesday after attacking 
a security guard at the Beverly Hills Hotel. Beverly 
Hills Police said the guard asked Abraham to leave 
the hotel around 1 a.m. because she refused to stop 
shouting at other guests inside the hotel’s restau¬ 
rant. Police said in a statement that Abraham was 
arrested on suspicion of misdemeanor battery and 
trespassing. 
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OPINION 


Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP 

Fans of Peru's national soccer team chant in front of the monument of Soviet Marshal Geoigy Zhukov in Moscow on Thursday. 

How the World Cup reflects the world 


By Ishaan Tharoor 

The Washington Post 

^ ime is that irritating incon- 
I * venience between soccer 
I matches.” That’s an almost- 
certainly apocryphal line, 
usually attributed to the French-Algerian 
philosopher — and handy schoolboy goal¬ 
keeper — Albert Camus. But whatever its 
provenance, it rings true as the World Cup 
gets underway in Russia. 

No event commands as large and as rapt 
an audience as this tournament of 32 na¬ 
tional soccer (yes, friends abroad. The 
Washington Post mandates that I must 
write “soccer”) teams. And there’s no sin¬ 
gle event that so dramatically captures the 
global imagination. For the next month, 
across the planet, interest in non-World 
Cup happenings will dry up, office-goers 
will skip work, politicians will don and 
hide behind the national shirt, and time 
will stand still — at least for 90 minutes at 
ago. 

In an earlier era, the World Cup served 
as a kind of meeting ground of alien cul¬ 
tures and rival nations. British journalist 
Tim Vickery, now a Brazil-based expert 
on South American soccer, described how 
seeing a simple sticker of Peruvian player 
Ramon Mifflin ahead of the 1970 tourna¬ 
ment fired the curiosity of a 5-year-old 
growing up in the London suburbs. 

“I had no album to stick it in, but that 
image always stuck in my mind,” noted 
Vickery, evoking the athlete’s striking 
portrait, his high cheekbones and the el¬ 
egant red sash of the Peruvian jersey, all 
set against an Andean backdrop. “That 
picture from Peru symbolized everything 
that was exotic and fascinating about inter¬ 
national football.” 

Now, though, the World Cup is no longer 
some exotic display of the foreign as much 
an expression of an increasingly shared 
global experience. In the 21st century, the 
sport’s top stars all feature in the same 
money-soaked clubs, appear in the same 
globally marketed video games and pop 
up in each other’s Instagram feeds. Young 
fans may not fancy the Peru squad appear¬ 
ing in this year’s tournament, but they 
probably know them. 

For much of the viewing public, national 


teams now play second fiddle to the popu¬ 
lar professional leagues that have carved 
out lucrative audiences around the world. 
Kenyans or Indians often feel as much loy¬ 
alty to a team in Manchester as any Man¬ 
cunian, and likely more than they feel for 
any of the far poorer clubs at home. 

And the character of the national teams 
themselves often reflects a reality that 
transcends the nation-state. France, one 
of the tournament favorites, has drawn the 
bulk of its strength from its minority and 
immigrant communities, linked to the wide 
sweep of the French postcolonial world. 
Meanwhile, the overwhelming majority of 
the Moroccan team was born in Europe. 

“The tournament is not so much an ex¬ 
hibition of different national identities as 
it is a reminder of how casually ideas and 
tactical fashions in football cross borders,” 
wrote my twin brother, Kanishk Tharoor, 
for The New York Times. 

At a time when populists champion a na¬ 
tionalist future, the World Cup can deliver 
a snapshot of a world at ease in its plural¬ 
ism. “The success of this festival of nations 
relies a great deal on energies that cross 
borders and remove people from their na¬ 
tional roots,” Kanishk wrote. “It suggests 
that there is actually a false dichotomy be¬ 
tween ‘globalism’ and ‘nativism.’ In both 
soccer and life, it is perfectly possible to be 
a proud representative of your nation while 
being helplessly, incurably global.” 

A perfect example is Mohammed Salah, 
Egypt’s talismanic winger. He is hugely 
popular in Egypt, where more than a mil¬ 
lion people cast write-in votes for him in 
this year’s sham presidential election, pos¬ 
sibly making him the runner-up. But as the 
leading light of Liverpool FC in northwest 
England, his exploits have won him adula¬ 
tion across the Arab world and led English 
fans to serenade his religion. Salah is “a 
player that has become a unifying global 
force in an increasingly fractured world,” 
wrote Afshin Molavi for The Washington 
Post. 

Yet Salah has also become another pawn 
in the power politics shadowing the global 
game. Images of him posing with Chechen 
leader Ramzan Kadyrov, a controversial 
former warlord making a propaganda play 
to the Muslim world, have sparked an in¬ 


ternational backlash. 

As much as soccer — and the World Cup, 
in particular — can unite, it also serves as 
a constant reminder of inequity, corrup¬ 
tion and abuses of power. Since the last 
World Cup in Brazil, FIFA, the sport’s gov¬ 
erning body, has faced an inquisition into 
its murky dealings and the apparent greed 
of its top executives — though it’s not clear 
if any lessons have been learned. 

Geopolitics also hover over proceed¬ 
ings. Before their two countries kicked 
off the tournament on Thursday, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and Saudi crown 
prince Mohammed bin Salman were said 
to be discussing a lucrative oil deal. The 
stigma of Putin’s rule, the past violent 
deeds of Russian soccer hooligans and en¬ 
demic racism in the country all dimmed 
the excitement for many outsiders ahead 
of the World Cup. 

Iran is no longer getting its cleats sup¬ 
plied from Nike as the U.S. company fears 
the resumption of sanctions on the Islamic 
Republic. Argentina arrived in Russia on 
the back of a diplomatic firestorm after 
canceling a warmup match with Israel, 
apparently as an act of protest against the 
treatment of Palestinians. And as Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump rejects multilateral¬ 
ism and squabbles with American allies, 
the United States conveniently managed to 
not even qualify for the tournament. 

But whatever clouds loom over the World 
Cup, they may be dispelled by the joy and 
hope of those who love it. 

“The more the technocrats program it 
down to the smallest detail, the more the 
powerful manipulate it, soccer continues 
to be the art of the unforeseeable,” wrote 
Eduardo Galeano, the late Uruguayan au¬ 
thor and public intellectual. “When you 
least expect it, the impossible occurs, the 
dwarf teaches the giant a lesson, and a 
runty, bowlegged black man makes an ath¬ 
lete sculpted in Greece look ridiculous.” 

Camus is more credibly linked to anoth¬ 
er famous line on the sport, referring to his 
time in net for a team in Algiers: “Every¬ 
thing I know about morality and the duty 
of man,” he said, “I owe it” to soccer. For 
good and bad, let the games begin. 
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OPINION 

What newspapers 
are saying at home 

The following editorial excerpts are se¬ 
lected from a cross section of newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editori¬ 
als are provided by The Associated Press 
and other stateside syndicates. 

Clear the line on AT&T deal 

The New York Times 

President Donald Trump’s chilling cam¬ 
paign to politicize the Justice Department 
ran into a stinging rebuke on Tuesday as 
a federal judge broadly rejected the gov¬ 
ernment’s attempt to block AT&T’s $85.4 
billion acquisition of Time Warner. Appear¬ 
ing to pander to the president’s hostility to 
much of the news media, the department’s 
antitrust division embraced a radical legal 
strategy that backfired, depriving every 
American of the responsible oversight that 
such a far-reaching merger required. 

Tuesday’s ruling will probably unleash 
a new wave of deal making on Wall Street, 
in Hollywood and in Silicon Valley. As the 
media, telecommunications and technology 
industries continue to reshape both them¬ 
selves and the lives of people around the 
world, the consistent and fair application 
of American competition policy remains 
essential to foster innovation and the inter¬ 
ests of everyday consumers. One can only 
hope that in the wake of Tuesday’s defeat, 
federal authorities return to the principles 
that helped the U.S. become the world’s en¬ 
gine of creative invention. 

Trump’s antagonism toward the news 
media — particularly CNN, one of Time 
Warner’s crown jewels — is one of the 
defining aspects of his political identity. 
Hours before AT&T and Time Warner 
announced their deal in October 2016, 
then-candidate Trump vowed that his ad¬ 
ministration would try to block it. 

And yet once the Justice Department 
actually sued AT&T last November to stop 
the merger, the administration insisted 
that the president had nothing to do with it. 
The official line was that the White House 
had no contact with the department’s an¬ 
titrust division about the deal and did not 
influence its decision to sue. 

Leave it to Rudy Giuliani, the president’s 
personal lawyer, to baldly contradict the 
White House’s story and reveal the truth. 
“The president denied the merger,” Giu¬ 
liani told HuffPost last month. “They didn’t 
get the result they wanted.” 

Giuliani eventually attempted to walk 
back his statement (without actually re¬ 
tracting it), but the damage had been done. 
The prospect that the administration has 
been using antitrust law to punish the 
president’s opponents while rewarding 
those he views as friends is alarming. 

The AT&T-Time Warner merger has 
certainly required close scrutiny. Through 
its cable and satellite DirecTV operations, 
AT&T is the nation’s No. 1 pay-television 
provider, with more than 25 million sub¬ 
scribers. (Comcast is second, with about 
23 million cable customers.) AT&T is also 
the No. 2 wireless carrier, behind Verizon. 
Time Warner, meanwhile, controls some 
of the most popular television networks, 
including HBO, TBS and TNT, in addition 
to CNN. The prime concern is that a com¬ 
bined AT&T-Time Warner could jack up the 
rates it charges other TV distributors for 
content, increasing prices for consumers. 

In antitrust lingo, this deal represents 
a classic example of vertical integration. 
The companies have a “vertical” relation¬ 
ship where one company — Time Warner’s 
networks and studios — supplies the other 
— AT&T’s distribution operations. Howev¬ 
er, the two companies’ main businesses do 
not actually compete with each other and 
so a merger would not reduce the number 
of competitors in any particular market. 

By contrast, deals like T-Mobile’s $26.5 
billion agreement to acquire Sprint an¬ 
nounced in April are known as horizontal 



Michael Zorn, Invision/AP 


Students from the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School drama department react 
after performing “Seasons of Love” at the Tony Awards on Sunday in New York. 


mergers. The two companies are direct 
competitors in the wireless phone market 
and their combination would reduce the 
number of primary national wireless car¬ 
riers from four to three. 

The Trump administration’s suit to 
block AT&T’s acquisition of Time Warner 
was a suspiciously sharp, even radical, de¬ 
parture from modern antitrust policy be¬ 
cause, since the early 1980s, federal courts 
and authorities have extended broad defer¬ 
ence to vertical mergers while reserving 
aggressive challenges for horizontal deals 
that more clearly imperil consumers. Tues¬ 
day’s decision by U.S. District Court Judge 
Richard Leon was clearly in line with es¬ 
tablished precedent. Before Tuesday, the 
government had not even brought a verti¬ 
cal antitrust suit to conclusion in decades. 

That is probably why Makan Delra- 
him, then a Pepperdine University law 
professor, said when the deal was first 
announced, “I don’t see this as a mqjor 
antitrust problem.” But then Delrahim be¬ 
came chief of the antitrust division under a 
president who despises CNN, and his tune 
changed. Suddenly, the deal represented a 
m^or threat to American consumers. 

Rather than attempt to block vertical 
mergers outright, antitrust authorities in 
recent decades have instead focused on 
forcing the companies to curtail potential¬ 
ly anticompetitive behavior. 

Delrahim could have pursued such 
conditions with AT&T and Time Warner. 
Unwisely, he didn’t. The big risk in the 
government’s litigation strategy was that if 
it lost, AT&T could acquire Time Warner 
without any such pro-consumer provisions 
at all. That is exactly what is happening. 

The rule of law is at least as important 
in business as it is in politics. As Tuesday’s 
ruling potentially unleashes a new round 
of corporate consolidation, the most im¬ 
portant concern remains insulating the ap¬ 
plication of antitrust law and competition 
policy from the whims of partisans. 

Tariffs’ blue-collar blindside 

The Wall Street Journal 

More than a few conservative intellec¬ 
tuals have warmed to President Donald 
Trump’s trade protectionism because it 
supposedly helps blue-collar Americans. 
But what if his tariffs do the opposite? 

Erica York at the Tax Foundation 
crunched some numbers recently show¬ 
ing that Trump’s proposal for a 25 percent 
tariff on imported cars, trucks and parts 
could eliminate half of the income gains 
from tax reform for millions of Americans. 
Those in the lowest income quintile could 
lose 49 percent of their tax gains. Say for 
ease of calculation that those folks received 
a $100 after-tax bonus from changes like 
the doubled standard deduction. After auto 
tariffs that would be whittled down to $51, 


York notes. 

The tariffs shave gains in all income 
brackets, but no one is hurt more than the 
poor and middle class. Take the fourth in¬ 
come quintile, or a household making at 
most about $7(1,000 a year in adjusted gross 
income. The Tax Foundation says auto tar¬ 
iffs could erase nearly 30 percent of that 
family’s after-tax income bump. Ditto for 
the third quintile, or a family earning no 
more than $43,000 a year. 

Tariffs are inherently regressive be¬ 
cause low-income Americans spend more 
of their income on household goods. Com¬ 
merce Secretary Wilbur Ross has argued 
that no one will notice price increases — 
what’s a few cents more for a can of soup? 
But people in Ross’ income strata are not 
the Trump base. 

The Commerce Department is still look¬ 
ing at whether a muffler is a national secu¬ 
rity threat under Section 232 of the Trade 
Expansion Act of 1962. Trump should 
abandon the idea lest Americans wonder if 
they really benefitted from that tax cut. 

Slow your roll (purge), Ohio 

The Baltimore Sun 

Master impersonators taking on multi¬ 
ple identities to vote as other people. Dead 
people rising from their graves to haunt 
your neighborhood polling place. Non¬ 
citizens descending by the caravan to vote 
alongside true Americans. 

The mythical beast known as “voter 
fraud” is as preposterous as it is seem¬ 
ingly invincible. No amount of research 
— and there has been plenty — has man¬ 
aged to slay it, and now, it has even found 
a majority on the Supreme Court to rule 
on its behalf By a 5-4 vote, the justices on 
Monday upheld Ohio’s aggressive purge of 
nonactive voters from its rolls, which state 
officials say maintains “election integrity.” 
We say it is voter suppression, targeted at 
groups that lean Democratic — lower-in- 
come, minorities, young people and others 
who tend to move more frequently. 

In 2015 alone, according to the Cleve¬ 
land Plain Dealer, hundreds of thousands 
of voters were purged, including more 
than 40,600 in Cuyahoga County, home to a 
disproportionate share of low-income and 
black communities. A survey by Reuters 
found that Ohio’s purge struck twice as 
many voters from the rolls in Democratic- 
leaning neighborhoods in the state’s three 
largest counties as in Republican com¬ 
munities. It’s not just Ohio. Multiple states 
are fighting this war against imaginary or 
at least negligible voter fraud, tightening 
identification requirements at check-in, for 
example, or shortening early voting hours. 
This even as study after study has found 
few legitimate cases of voter fraud. 

As cynical as these election-protection 
efforts may be, there is a way to at least 


begin to ameliorate them — and it starts, 
ironically enough, by simply voting. Use it 
or lose it, in other words, to avoid getting 
purged from the rolls. 

That, of course, is easier said than done. 
There are numerous reasons, from pas¬ 
sion to practicality, why people sit out an 
election. And measures like Ohio’s create a 
cascading problem — you miss an election, 
you risk getting stricken and your right to 
vote in subsequent years. 

As cynical and unjust as these election 
laws may be, this is the reality at the mo¬ 
ment. But not taking the extra step — to get 
an absentee ballot or to find time to vote 
early — has all too clear consequences. If 
nothing else, this past year has shown that 
elections matter. It matters to the kinds of 
laws that are enacted from the local to the 
global. It matters to the judiciary, from dis¬ 
trict to the highest level, that determines if 
those laws are indeed lawful. It most obvi¬ 
ously matters in who we place in office. 

Midterm elections traditionally attract 
fewer voters than a presidential year. And, 
according to Pew Research Center, those 
who skip the in-between years tend to be 
younger, less white and affluent and more 
Democratic-leaning than those who vote 
more consistently. In other words, the 
same demographics of those who would 
be denied the right to vote by tighter elec¬ 
tion laws. They may not have the power to 
change those laws, but they can still avail 
themselves of a ballot. 

Students still vocal on goals 

Miami Herald 

Music is healing. Students from Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas Senior High School put 
that theory on display Sunday night in New 
York with their stirring performance at 
the Tony Awards — beautifully. 

The students, all from the school’s drama 
department, brought the house down sing¬ 
ing the powerful “Seasons of Love,” from 
“Rent,” as survivors of the Feb. 14 mas¬ 
sacre at their Parkland, Fla., school where 
17 died. They touched millions of people 
with their moving message. This summer, 
many of their classmates also have a mov¬ 
ing message: Register to vote — then vote! 

On Thursday, a large group of Stone¬ 
man Douglas graduates set out on a na¬ 
tionwide summer bus tour to bring about 
change in America. Half a century ago, it 
was students protesting the Vietnam War. 
Today, the students’ mission is to end a do¬ 
mestic war, one we’re waging on ourselves 
through gun violence. 

The day after they received their di¬ 
plomas — four seniors killed in the mass 
shooting received them posthumously 
— the grads announced the March for 
Our Lives tour. They will raise gun con¬ 
trol awareness and push for reform, likely 
going mano a mano with the NRA public¬ 
ity machine. They will also be registering 
teens in time to vote in the midterm elec¬ 
tions this November. The bus tour is an 
offshoot of the March for Our Lives dem¬ 
onstration in Washington and Tallahassee, 
Fla., in March. There will be two tours; 
one will make 75 stops in 20 states, with a 
separate statewide tour that will visit all 27 
congressional districts in Florida. 

Their movement already has made an 
impact. In Florida, Gov. Rick Scott signed 
into law a bill that raised the minimum 
age to buy a firearm from 18 to 21, banned 
bump stocks and imposed a three-day 
waiting period on gun sales. Florida is also 
one of four states to pass a “red flag law,” 
allowing law enforcement to temporarily 
confiscate firearms from people found to 
pose a threat to themselves or others. 

The biggest chance to bring about change 
will come in November. Though the stu¬ 
dent group will not officially endorse can¬ 
didates, they plan to call out those who are 
receiving money from the NRA and have 
regressive views on gun reform. If these 
students can turn inaction into action, non¬ 
voters into voters and bring more souls to 
the polls in November, they would have 
accomplished something special, just like 
those young Americans did 50 years ago. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 1040 org. 

4 Theatergoer’s 
souvenir 
8 Curds’ partner 
12— tai (cocktail) 

13 Head, to Henri 

14 Greek vowel 

15 Transferred files 

17 Bottle part 

18 Unemotional 
19— out a living 

21 Parched 

22 Yacht or 
schooner 

26 Rims 

29 Shark feature 

30 Chopping tool 

31 Hideaway 

32 Up to 

33 Tibia’s place 
34100% 

35 Favorite 

36 Battery measures 

37 Fragrant flowers 

39 MSN rival 

40 Trio after Q 

41 Of cattle 
45 Regimen 
48 Gorged (on) 

50 Altar vows 

51 Not pizzicato 

52 Poem of praise 

53 Oodles 


54 Vivacity, in music 

55 Shelter 

DOWN 

1 Radio host Don 

2 Engrossed 

3 Missile shelter 

4 Elevator 
alternative 

5 Kennedy or 
Roosevelt 

6 Salt Lake athlete 

7 Torment 

8 Cellar supplies 

9 Weed whacker 

10 And so on 
(Abbr.) 

11 Talk and talk 
16 More mature 
20 Understanding 
23 Satirist Mort 


24 Way out 

25 Camera part 

26 Airline to Tel Aviv 

27 Surrealist 
Salvador 

28 Fish feature 

29 In shape 

32 Research site 

33 Figure out 

35 Mac alternatives 

36 Type of doll 

38 Pretentious 

39 Ancient 
calculators 

42 Teen fave 

43 Undraped 

44 Fencing sword 

45 Poorly lit 

46 Writer Tarbell 

47 Very long time 
49 Bobby of hockey 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



6-15 CRYPTOQUIP 


ZDQA MDII-PVEMV 


Q E L P - F V G - Q E I I FQJOTJ MKE 
lEEPDG lOPD F LBJD lOJJID 


TUQOJD: DIZOTK UQDTIDA. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AT THE CHINESE 
RESTAURANT I COMPLETELY IGNORED MY SOUP 
DUMPLINGS. IT WAS WON-TON DISREGARD. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Q equals R 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Dutch bloom 
6 Blows one’s top 

12 Hereditary 

13 Pooch’s play 
area in a park 

14 Puzzle 

15 Droid’s rival 

16 “The Martian” 
actor Damon 

17 Biblical pronoun 

19 West of 
Hollywood 

20 Toledo’s state 
22 NASCAR 

sponsor 
24 PC program 
27 “E Pluribus —” 
29 Sicilian peak 
32 “Rose is a rose 
is a rose is a 
rose” poet 

35 Level 

36 Calf-length 

37 24 hours 

38 Melancholy 
401492 vessel 
42 Tours season 
44 Rocker Clapton 
46 Charades player 
50 “Raging 

Bull” star 
52 Accustoms 

54 Fitzgerald title 
character 

55 Margarita option 


56 Op-ed pieces 

57 Occurrence 

DOWN 

1 Funny Fey 

2 Military group 

3 Without a — 
stand on 

4 Cartesian 
conclusion 

5 Element No. 78 

6 Actress Falco 

7 Lassos 

8 “This tastes 
awful!” 

9 Cued 

10 Sushi fish 

11 Old dagger 

12 NASA mooncraft 
18 Famed escape 

artist 

21 “Ben-—” 


23 Hanoi holiday 

24 Literary rep 

25 Architect I.M. — 

26 Santa’s bagful 
28 Pharmacy 

purchase 

30 Actress Vardalos 

31 Whatever amount 

33 La-la lead-in 

34 Do wrong 
39 Bowler 

41 Tickle 

42 Rim 

43 Herbal drinks 
45 Rogers and 

Orbison 

47 Persia, today 

48 Thaw 

49 Superlative 
suffix 

51 “This — test” 

53 Calendar abbr. 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



6-16 CRYPTOQUIP 


R’Y ALIVDBE SLZS GIM 

DBBC VLMVDRUF SLIAB 

ACIUFG NZKKA ZS 

BXBOGNIFG. GIM’XB FIS 

Z KIS IQ UBOQ! 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: VERY WELL-KNOWN 
ROCK-AND-ROLL ARTIST WHO LOOKED LIKE A 
CUTE LITTLE SPRITE: ELVISH PRESLEY. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals L 
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For information on Commercial Rates: CiV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


SCAM 

FADS 


target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 



■ Vehicle buyers wanting to 
buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion In 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 


Credit Counselling Serv¬ 
ice 900 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www.vilseckautosales.com 

ree Europe-wide delivery 


Photography 830 


Only 189 eur includes: 


-50 Images delivered digitally 


Is Bad Credit Hurting You? 

Equifax, Experian, and Tran- 
sUnion are under fire for report¬ 
ing inaccuracies & obsolete 
information! >Take advantage! 
This is a GREAT time of^ear to 

rfe^X®liens'! X studenf loans^'x 
bankruptcy, X and late 
i payments! DOESN'T MATTER 
? IF YOU OWE THE DEBT!!! Also 
':ing for 5 people to train for 
Exciting Six Figure income 
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Call Jay Earley @ 
0176.3019.1380 


STARS AND STRIPES 


**Summer in Garmisch!** 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
i9eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


! Career Center _1^ 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Victim Advocate 
Daegu,Korea 

This is a part time position. Provides services in support of the advocacy, 
intervention, prevention, education and training to address domestic 
violence. This position provides comprehensive services 24 hours/7 days per 
week to assist and advocate for victims of domestic abuse and to ensure a 
victim's easy transition to community resources. 

Requirements 

• Bachelor's Degree from an accredited school in social work or related 
field 

• Two years experience working with victims of domestic abuse/ 
sexual assault violence or victim advocacy services Strong RMS/RTA 
experience 

• Must be able to provide on-call 24 hours/7 days per week victim 
advocacy services 

• Must possess and maintain a valid, unrestricted motor vehicle license 
If you are interested, please apply at www.afsc.com/careers 
Questions or more information? Email getrecruiting@afsc.com 











Patricia Garcia 

Realtor®, MRP CalBRE #02037806 
Email me at sandiegomilitaryspecialist@gmail.com 
or call 619.372.9335 
www.gluurealty.com 

This program is specificaiiy offered to heip those who serve our community 
and go above and beyond to make our community and lives better. 

. FREE APPRAISAL • CLOSING COST CREDITS 

• FREE HOME WARRANTY • COMPLIMENTARY HOUSE WARMING PARTY 


PCS-ing to 

LUKE AIR FORCE BASE? 


Search for homes for sale at 

www.LukeAirForceBaseSpecialist.com 

G-IIVARRATOII 

Arizona State 

Director at VAREP 


i 


Lori&G-M 

Coldwell Banker 

Lori@LukeAirForceBaseSpecialist.cc 

Client Endorsements 


http://tinyurl.com/ClientEndorsements4LoriNG2 







Jason Spears 

Academy Mortgage 

Jason.Spears@Academy.cc 

480 - 209-6451 

#; Valley VA Home Loan Specialist 


PCS-ing to 

Fort Hood Army Base? 

browse and find a home at 

www.alltexashomes.com 


KlilLOCATIXG TO 
IlAMl’TOX ROADS, VA? 

Need Professional Property Management'? 
Realty Services for Those Who Serve! 

^ E1UCW.(1AK1)X«K CAPT(RFnUSN 





REALTdRS 


jCfcam 

& 


REALTOR®, GRI®, ABR® 


Cell: (757) 805-6235 
EricGardner@remax.net 

ww.FlyNavyHomes.com 
RE/MAX Alliance J 




OVHU 830K IX VKT UEWAUIIS 2017/ia 


Sarita 
jtl Bansal 

REALTOR" 

703 * 330*2024 

sbansal4732@gmail.com 
website: www.luvgfk.com 
H/luvgfkl 

2880 19th Avenue South 
Grand Forks, ND 58201 
Office: 701-772-8106 


PSC-ing to 
DC or 
Northern 
VIRGINIA? 


Alan Davis t 


CELL: 571-229-6821 
^ EMAIL: alan@amandadavidson.com 

yj www.alandavisrealtor.com 


imt. 


Your # 7 Tampa Bay Military 
and Veteran Specialist 


Manuc 

D 


Manuela "Mannie" Woodrum 


REALTOR^since 1982 


Phone:727-580-0845 


w.tampamilitaryspedaUstxo 

MtS □ “ 


STARS® STRIPES 

REALTORS AND MILITARY 
RELOCATION SPECIAU5T5I 



To atfwrtiM In Ik* not MKJtton (hM*. 
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SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


Mobile • Online • Print 
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Mobile 


Mobile apps with constantly updating news, 
featuring breaking news and stories from reporters 
at overseas bases. Unique galleries of images 
available nowhere else presented in an uncluttered 
interface and a responsive, intuitive design. 

One iOS app serves both phone and tablet devices. 



Web 


Discover unique stories from reporters at bases 
around the world and embedded with downrange 
forces at Stripes.com, along with military news from 
every part of the country and photo galleries you’ll 
see nowhere else. DoDDs sports also gets good 
coverage online. If it concerns our U.S. forces, 
you’ll find it on our website. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

STARS^>*STRIPES. 

UNBIASED NEWS WHATEVER 
WAY YOU WANT IT. 


In print, we serve military 
stationed overseas in 
contingency areas, Europe 
and Pacific. Daily editions 
focus on military news and 
include sports, comics and 
opinion. Available by mail 
delivery to any U.S. address. 


Newspaper 
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Get the news 
that matters to you, 
from the source you trust. 





Daily Headlines | Veterans News | Military History | and more 

Sign up now for Stars and Stripes FREE eNewsletters 


STARSOSTRIPES. 


stripes.com/newsletters 
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STARS^S TRIPES 

BUY A j?RlNTl>ERi 


Unique images of entertainer^^trvicemeffw 



Your choice of amazing images from the past and present, 
now available as high-quality photo print, framed or unframed. 
Great for commemorating an occasion or as a gift for that 
special member of the military community. 

Taken by Stars and Stripes photographers, these one-of-a-kind 
images are easy to order — and available from no other source. 

To order, visit Archive Photo of the Day or the other galleries on 
Stripes.com and click on the BUY A PRINT link. 

Then choose the size and type of print you want with the 
confidence that our online ordering process is secure. 

All proceeds go to fund Stars and Stripes' mission of providing reliable, 
credible news to our U.S. military. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


College baseball 


1 Soccer 


1 Pro baseball 

1 Tennis I 

MLS 

Atlanta United 2, Crew 0 

American League 

Nottingham Open 


College World Series 

At Omaha, Neb. 

(Double Elimination) 

Saturday, June 19 

Game 1 — Oregon State (49-10-1) vs. 
North Carolina (43-18) 

Game 2 — Washington 35-24) vs. Mis¬ 
sissippi state (37-37) 

Sunday, June 17 

Game 3 — Arkansas (44-19) vs. Texas 
(42-21) 

Game 4 — Texas Tech (44-18) vs. Flor¬ 
ida (47-19) 

Monday, June 18 

Game 5 — Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 

Game 6 — Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 
winner 

Tuesday, June 19 

Game 7 — Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 

Game 8 — Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 
winner 

Wednesday, June 20 
Game 9 — Game 5 winner vs. Game 6 

Thursday, June 21 

Game 10 — Game 7 winner vs. Game 

8 loser 

Friday, June 22 

Game 11 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 

9 winner 

Game 12 — Game 8 winner vs. Game 

10 winner 

Saturday, June 23 

x-Game 13 — Game 6 winner vs. Game 

9 winner 

x-Game 14 — Game 8 winner vs. Game 

10 winner 

Championship Series 
(Best-of-three) 

Monday, June 25: Pairings TBD 
Tuesday, June 26: Pairings TBD 
x-Wednesday, June 27: Pairings TBD 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Connecticut 7 2 .778 - 

Washington 6 4 .600 IVl 


5 .375 3'/i 

6 .333 4 

9 .000 7 


2 .750 'h 

3 .700 'h 

4 .500 2'/2 

6 .333 4 

7 .300 4V2 


Atlanta 
New York 
Chicago 

Indiana _ _ 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet GB 

Phoenix 8 3 .727 - 

Los Angeles 
Seattle 

Minnesota 
Las Vegas 

Tuesday’s games 

Las Vegas 101, Indiana 92, OT 
Phoenix 75, Dallas 72 
Seattle 96, Chicago 85 
Los Angeles 72, Atlanta 64 
Wednesday’s games 
Las Vegas 78, New York 63 
Washington 95, Connecticut 91 
Thursday’s games 
Indiana at Atlanta 

Friday’s games 
Los Angeles at Wa^ington 
Las Vegas at Dallas 
Connecticut at Seattle 


AP sportlight 


June 15 

1938 — Johnny Vander Meer of the Cin¬ 
cinnati Reds pitches his second straight 
no-hit game, defeating the Brooklyn 
Dodgers 6-0 in the first night game 
played at Ebbets Field. 

1947 — Lew Worsham beats Sam 
Snead by one stroke on the final hole of 
a playoff to win the U.S. Open. 

1957 — Dick Mayer beats defending 
champion Cary Middlecoff by seven 
strokes in a playoff to win the U.S. Open. 

1969 - Orville Moody shoots a 281 to 
beat Deane Beman, Al Geiberger and Bob 
Rosburg by one stroke and capture the 
U.S. Open. 

1970 — Shirley Englehorn wins the 
LPGA championship with a four-stroke 
victory over Kathy Whitworth in the play¬ 
off round. 

1980 — Jack Nicklaus wins his fourth 
U.S. Open with a record 272 for 72 holes. 

1986 — Ray Floyd, 43, beats Chip Beck 
and Lanny Wadkins by two strokes to 
become the oldest golfer to win the U.S. 
Open. It is Floyd’s fourth and final major 

1991 — Carl Lewis, one Jump away 
from losing his 64-meet winning streak 
in the long Jump, comes through with a 
dramatic victory when he soars 28 feet, 
4 inches to pass leader Mike Powell by 
a half-inch in the U.S. Championships in 
New York. 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Atlanta United FC 10 3 3 33 33 19 

New York City FC 8 3 4 28 30 20 

Columbus 7 4 6 27 22 16 

New York 8 4 2 26 30 16 

New England 6 4 6 24 27 23 

Orlando City 6 8 1 19 24 31 

Chicago 5 7 4 19 23 28 

Philadelphia 5 7 3 18 16 21 

Montreal 5 11 0 15 18 31 

Toronto FC 4 7 3 15 23 27 

D.C. United 2 6 4 10 19 24 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Sporting KC 8 2 5 29 28 14 

FC Dallas 8 1 5 29 24 14 

Los Angeles FC 7 4 3 24 29 24 

Vancouver 6 5 5 23 26 30 

Real Salt Lake 7 7 1 22 19 29 

Portland 6 3 4 22 20 18 

Houston 6 5 3 21 29 21 

LA Galaxy 6 7 2 20 22 23 

Minnesota United 5 8 1 16 17 26 

Seattle 3 8 2 11 10 17 

San Jose 2 9 4 10 24 31 

Colorado 2 9 3 9 16 26 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday’s games 
Atlanta United FC 2, Columbus 0 
Montreal 3, Orlando City 0 
D.C. United 4, Toronto FC 4, tie 
New York 2, Seattle 1 
Chicago 2, Colorado 2, tie 
New England 2, San Jose 2, tie 
Saturday, June 23 
Vancouver at Philadelphia 
FC Dallas at New York 
Montreal at Orlando City 
Houston at Sporting Kansas City 
Minnesota United at Colorado 
Chicago at Seattle 
San Jose at Real Salt Lake 
Columbus at Los Angeles FC 
Sunday, June 24 
Portland at Atlanta United FC 
Toronto FC at New York City FC 

Wednesday 

Impact 3, Orlando City 0 

Orlando 0 0—0 

Montreal 1 2—3 

First half— 1, Montreal, Piatti, 6 (pen¬ 
alty kick), 5th minute. 

Second half— 2, Montreal, Tarek (own 
joal), 55th. 3, Montreal, Piatti, 6 (Taider), 


goal),! 


_j—Orlando, Joe Bendik; Mon¬ 
treal, Evan Bush. 

Yellow Cards— Dwyer, Orlando, 17th; 
Higuita, Orlando, 19th; Rosell, Orlando, 
49th. 

A- 15,621 (20,801) 

D.C. United 4, Toronto FC 4 

D.C. United 3 1-4 

Toronto 0 4—4 

First half-1, D.C. United, Asad, 4 
(Acosta, Arriola), 12th minute. 2, D.C. 
United, Arriola, 2 (Stieber), 17th. 3, D.C. 
United, Mattocks, 7, 45th. 

Second half— 4, Toronto, Osorio, 
5 (Telfer, Vazquez), 56th. 5, Toronto, 
Vazquez, 4, 64th. 6, Toronto, Hagglund, 1 
(Morrow, Giovinco), 86th. 7, D.C. United, 
Asad, 5 (Mullins, Harkes), 91st. 8, Toron¬ 
to, Hagglund, 2 (Osorio, Vazquez), 93rd. 

Goalies— D.C. United, David Ousted; 
Toronto, Alex Bono. 

Yellow Cards— Auro, Toronto, 39th; Ar¬ 
riola, D.C. United, 89th. 

A-23,011 (26,500) 


Wednesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Recalled RHP 
Yefry Ramirez from Norfolk (IL). Op¬ 
tioned LHP Donnie Hart to Norfolk. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Placed RHP 
Nate Jones on the 10-day DL. Recalled 
RHP Juan Minaya from Charlotte (IL). 
Agreed to terms with SSs Lency Delgado, 
Kelvin Maldonado, Travis Moniot and 
Jimmy Galusky; RHPs Jonathan Stiever, 
Codi Heuer, Jason Bilous, Luke Shilling, 
Nick Johnson, Lane Ramsey, Jackson 
Maynard, Devon Perez and Austin Con¬ 
way; OFs Cabera Weaver, Ian Dawkins 
and Logan Sowers; Cs GunnarTroutwine, 
Tyrus Greene and Gabriel Ortiz; LHPs 
Andrew Perez, Bennett Sousa, Rigo Fer¬ 
nandez, Taylor Varnell and Aaron Soto; 
and 2B Roman Gonzalez to minor league 
contracts. 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - RHP Nick Sand¬ 
lin, 2B Richard Palacios, C Adam Scott, 2B 
Raynel Delgado, RHP Alex Royalty, RHP 
Robert Broom, RHP Thomas Ponticelli, C 
Bryan Lavistida, C Liam Jenkins, C Shane 
McCarthy, LHP Jake Miednik, C Eric Ro¬ 
driguez, LHP Eli Lingos, RHP Aaron Pinto, 
LHP Kellen Rholl, SS Gionti Turner, OF/C 
Billy Wilson, LHP Tim Herrin, OF Jonathan 
Engelmann and SS Daniel Schneemann. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Signed OF Seth 
Beer; SS Jeremy Pena C Juan Paulino; 
and RHPs Cody Deason, Austin Hansen, 
Mark Moclair and Layne Henderson to 
minor league contracts. 

National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Reinstated LHP 
Harrison Musgrave from the bereave¬ 
ment list. Optioned HP Sam Howard to 
Albuquerque (PCL). Agreed to terms 
with LHPs Ryan Rolison, Nick Bush, PJ 
Poulin, Will Tribucher, Colten Schmidt, 
Miguel Ausua Miguel, Colton Harlow 
and Reagan Todd; RHPs Ryan Feltner, 


Atlanta 1 1-2 

Columbus 0 0-0 

First haif— 1, Atlanta, Martinez, 14 
(Barco), 30th minute. 

Second haif— 2, Atlanta, Villalba, 2 
(Almiron), 82nd. 

Goaiies— Atlanta, Brad Guzan; Colum¬ 
bus, Zack Steffen. 

Yellow Cards— Parkhurst, Atlanta, 8th; 
Ambrose, Atlanta, 27th; Escobar, Atlanta, 
72nd; Trapp, Columbus, 81st. 

A-10,132 (19,968) 

Red Bulls 2, Sounders 1 

Seattle 0 1-1 

New York 1 1-2 

First half— 1, New York, Royer, 4 (Valot, 
Kutler), 37th minute. 

Second half— 2, New York, Wright-Phil- 
lips, 10 (Kutler, Davis), 52nd. 3, Seattle, 
Shipp, 1 (Bruin, Francis), 87th. 

Goalies— Seattle, Stefan Frei, Bryan 
Meredith; New York, Luis Robles, Ryan 
Meara. 

Yellow Cards— McCrary, Seattle, 74th; 
Shipp, Seattle, 76th; Roldan, Seattle, 
92nd. 

A- 15,553 (25,000) 

Fire 2, Rapids 2 

Chicago 2 0—2 

Colorado 2 0—2 

First half— 1, Colorado, BadJI, 6 (Smith), 
7th minute. 2, Colorado, Smith, 1 (Price), 
15th. 3, Chicago, Wilson, 1 (own goal), 
21st. 4, Chicago, Katai, 5 (Bronico), 24th. 

Goalies— Chicago, Richard Sanchez; 
Colorado, Tim Howard. 

Yellow Cards— Schwelnsteiger, Chica¬ 
go, 29th; Kappelhof, Chicago, 46th; Blom- 
berg, Colorado, 56th; Wilson, Colorado, 
90th; Campos, Chicago, 92nd. 

Red Cards— Kappelhof, Chicago, 84th. 
A- 16,068 (18,061 ) 

Revolution 2, Earthquakes 2 

New England 2 0—2 

San Jose 1 1—2 

First half— 1, San Jose, Hoesen, 8 
(Jungwirth), 17th minute. 2, New Eng¬ 
land, Fagundez, 5, 31st. 3, New England, 
Penllla, 6 (Fagundez), 43rd. 

Second half— 4, San Jose, Hoesen, 9 
(Lima), 51st. 

Goalies— New England, Matt Turner; 
San Jose, Andrew Tarbell. 

Yellow Cards— Affolter, San Jose, 35th; 
Delamea Mlinar, New England, 71st. 

A- 16,234 (18,000) 

NWSL 

W L T Pts GF GA 

North Carolina 9 0 3 30 24 11 

Seattle 5 2 3 18 13 8 

Orlando 4 3 4 16 16 13 

Portland 4 4 3 15 15 16 

Chicago 3 3 6 15 16 16 

Utah 3 2 5 14 9 8 

Houston 3 4 5 14 13 17 

Washington 2 7 3 9 10 17 

Sky Blue FC 0 8 2 2 6 16 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday’s games 
Portland at Chicago 
Seattle at Washington 
Utah at North Carolina 
Sky Blue at Orlando 

Friday, June 22 
Portland at Houston 


Jacob Bird, Rayne Supple, Boby Johnson, 
Shelby Lackey, Trent Fennell, Eric Hepple 
and Joel Condreay; OFs Niko Decolati, 
Cade Harris, Zach Hall, Luke Morgan and 
Will Golsan; 3B Reese Berberet and John 
Cresto; SS Coco Montes; C Jacob Barn¬ 
well on minor league contracts. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Reinstated 
RHP Kenta Maeda from the 10-day DL. 
Optioned RHP Daniel Corcino to Okla¬ 
homa City (PCL). 

MILWAUKEE BREWERS - Named So¬ 
phia MInnaert broadcast and digital fea¬ 
tures content director. 

NEW YORK METS - Claimed RHP Chris 
Beck off waivers from the Chicago White 
Sox. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Signed RHP 
Griffin Roberts, IB Luken Baker and INF 
Mateo Gll to minor league contracts. 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Recalled 
RHP Erick Fedde from Syracuse (IL). 
Optioned RHP Trevor Gott to Syracuse. 
Agreed to terms with LHPs Tim Cate, 
Aaron Fletcher, Carson Teel and Chris 
Vann; OFs Gage Canning, Cody Wilson 
and Jacob Rhinesmith; Cs Tyler Cropley 
and Onix Vega; RHPs Andrew Karp, Tan¬ 
ner Driskill, Frankie Bartow, Ryan Tapani, 
Colin Morse, Alec Maley and Bobby Mi- 
lacki; INFs Cole Dally, Blake Chisolm, 
Colton Pogue and Trey VIckersI; OF Jona¬ 
than Quintana and CF Pablo O’Connor on 
minor league contracts. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Claimed LB 
Brady Sheldon off waivers from Oakland. 
Placed DB Howard Wilson on injured re- 

DENVER BRONCOS - Named DeMar- 
cus Ware part-time pass-rushing con¬ 
sultant. 

COLLEGE 

GEORGE WASHINGTON - Named 
Greg^Paulus men’s assistant basketball 


East Division 
W L 

New York 43 20 

Boston 47 22 

Tampa Bay 32 35 

Toronto 30 38 

Baltimore 19 48 

Central Division 
Cleveland 35 31 

Detroit 32 37 

Minnesota 29 35 

Chicago 24 42 

Kansas City 22 46 

West Division 
Seattle 44 24 

Houston 44 25 

Los Angeles 37 32 

Oakland 34 34 

Texas 27 43 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pet GB 

Atlanta 39 28 .582 - 

Washington 37 28 .569 1 

Philaderphia 34 31 .523 4 

New York 28 36 .438 9'/2 

Miami 26 42 .382 13y2 

Central Division 

Milwaukee 41 27 .603 - 

Chicago 38 27 .585 l'/2 

St. Louis 36 30 .545 4 

Pittsburgh 33 35 .485 8 

Cincinnati 25 43 .368 16 

West Division 

Arizona 37 30 .552 - 

Los Angeles 35 32 .522 2 

Colorado 33 34 .493 4 

San Francisco 33 35 .485 4'/2 

San Diego 33 37 .471 5'/2 

Wednesday’s games 
Tampa Bay 1, Toronto 0 
Boston 5, Baltimore 1 
Seattle 8, L.A. Angels 6 
Washington 5, N.Y. Yankees 4 
Detroit 5, Minnesota 2 
Chicago White Sox 3, Cleveland 2 
Cincinnati 7, Kansas City 0 
Houston 13, Oakland 5 
L.A. Dodgers 3, Texas 2,11 innings 
Atlanta 2, N.Y. Mets 0 
Milwaukee 1, Chicago Cubs 0 
Pittsburgh 5, Arizona 4 
Colorado 7, Philadelphia 2 
Miami 5, San Francisco 4 
San Diego 4, St. Louis 2 

Thursday’s games 
Minnesota at Detroit 
Cleveland at Chicago White Sox 
Houston at Oakland 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 
Boston at Seattle 
San Francisco at Miami 
Colorado at Philadelphia 
San Diego at Atlanta 
N.Y. Mets at Arizona 

Friday’s games 

Miami (Urena 1-8) at Baltimore (Gaus- 


.n 3-5) 

Tampa Bay (Eovaldi 1-1) at N.Y. Yan¬ 
kees (Loaisiga 0-0) 

Washington (Gonzalez 6-2) at Toronto 
(Sanchez 3-5) 

Minnesota (Gibson 1-4) at Cleveland 
(Kluber 10-2) 

Colorado (Bettis 4-1) at Texas (Men¬ 
dez 0-0) 

Detroit (Fiers 5-3) at Chicago White 
Sox (Lopez 2-4) 

Houston (Morton 7-1) at Kansas City 
(Junis 5-6) 

L.A. Angels (Skaggs 5-4) at Oakland 
(Cahill 1-2) 

Boston (Porcello 8-3) at Seattle (Pax¬ 
ton 6-1) 

Cincinnati (Harvey 1-4) at Pittsburgh 
(Kuhl 4-4) 

San Diego (Richard 5-6) at Atlanta (Te¬ 
heran 4-4) 

Philadelphia (Arrieta 5-4) at Milwau¬ 
kee (Suter 6-4) 

Chicago Cubs (Lester 7-2) at St. Louis 
(Wacha 8-1) 

N.Y. Mets (Lugo 2-1) at Arizona (God- 
ley 6-5) 

San Francisco (Holland 4-6) at L.A. 
Dodgers (TBD) 

Saturday’s games 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 
Detroit at Chicago White Sox 
Houston at Kansas City 
L.A. Angels at Oakland 
Minnesota at Cleveland 
Boston at Seattle 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
Colorado at Texas 
Miami at Baltimore 
Washington at Toronto 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee 
San Diego at Atlanta 
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis 
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers 
N.Y. Mets at Arizona 

Sunday’s games 
Miami at Baltimore 
Washington at Toronto 
Minnesota at Cleveland 
Cincinnati at Pittsburgh 
San Diego at Atlanta 
Tampa Bay at N.Y. Yankees 
Detroit at Chicago White Sox 
Philadelphia at Milwaukee 
Houston at Kansas City 
Colorado at Texas 
L.A. Angels at Oakland 
Boston at Seattle 
N.Y. Mets at Arizona 
San Francisco at L.A. Dodgers 
Chicago Cubs at St. Louis 

Calendar 

June 13-14 — Owners’ meetings. New 
York. 

June 15 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period closes. 

July 2 — International amateur sign¬ 
ing period opens. 


Wednesday 

At Nottingham Tennis Centre 
Nottingham, England 
Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Grass-Outdoor 
Singles 
Second Round 

Mona Barthel, Germany, def. Magdale¬ 
na Rybarikova (2), Slovakia, 6-3,1-6, 7-5. 

Mihaela Buzarnescu (5), Romania, def. 
Irina Falconi, United States, 6-3, 5-7, 6-3. 

Dalila Jakupovic, Slovenia, def. Mag¬ 
dalena Freeh, Poland, 6-4, 6-3. 

Naomi Osaka (3), Japan, def. Denisa 
Allertova, Czech Republic, 6-3,6-2. 

Rosmalen Grass Court 
Championships 

Thursday 

At Autotron Rosmalen 
Den Bosch, Netherlands 

Purse: ATP, $721,000 (WT250); 

WTA, $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Grass-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

Second Round 

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Yuichi Su- 
gita (7), Japan, 7-5, 4-6, 6-4. 

Bernard Tomic, Australia, def. Robin 
Haase (6), Netherlands, 6-3, 7-5. 

Matthew Ebden, Australia, def. Gilles 
Muller (3), Luxembourg, 6-3, 7-5. 

Fernando Verdasco (4), Spain, def. 
Danll Medvedev, Russia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Women 
Second Round 

Aleksandra Krunic (7), Serbia, def. 
Biblanne Schoofs, Netherlands, 7-5, 6-2. 

CoCo Vandeweghe (1), United States, 
def. Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, 7-6 (4), 
6-3. 

Ve 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, def.’ Ali¬ 
son Van Uytvanck (6), Belgium, 3-6, 7-6 
(4), 6-2. 

Stuttgart Open 

Wednesday 
At TC Weissenhof 
Stuttgart, Germany 
Purse: $772,000 (WT250) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Maximilian Marterer, Germany, def. 
Viktor Galovic, Croatia, 3-6, 6-4, 6-1. 

Prajnesh Gunneswaran, India, def. De¬ 
nis Shapovalov (6), Canada, 7-6 (6), 2-6, 
6-3. 

Benoit Paire, France, def. Taylor Fritz, 
United States, 6-7 (4), 6-3, 6-2. 

Milos Raonic (7), Canada, def. Mirza 
Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 7-6 (8), 6-2. 

Feliciano Lopez (8), Spain, def. Viktor 
Troicki, Serbia, 6-0, 0-0 retired. 

Second Round 

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. 
Mischa Zverev, Germany, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

Denis Istomin, Uzbekistan, def. Florian 
Mayer, Germany, 6-3, 6-4. 

Lucas Pouille (2), France, def. Rudolf 
Molleker, Germany, 6-3, 6-4. 


World rankings 


Through June 10 

1. Dustin Johnson 

2. Justin Thomas 

3. Justin Rose 

4. Jordan Spieth 

5. Jon Rahm 

6. Rory Mcliroy 

7. Rickie Fowler 

8. Jason Day 

9. Brooks Koepka 

0. Hideki Matsuyama 

1. Paul Casey 

2. Tommy Fleetwood 

3. Patrick Reed 

4. Marc Leishman 

5. Sergio Garcia 

6. Alex Noren 

7. Henrik Stenson 

8. Francesco Molinari 

9. Bubba Watson 
0. Phil MIckelson 

1. Webb Simpson 

2. Bryson DeChambeau 

3. Tyrrell Hatton 

4. Rafael Cabrera Bello 


USA 

USA 

ENG 

USA 


USA 

AUS 

USA 

JPN 

ENG 

ENG 

USA 

AUS 


USA 

USA 

USA 

USA 

ENG 


PGA Tour FedEx Cup leaders 


Through June 10 
Points 

1. Justin Thomas 1,949 

2. Dustin Johnson 1,803 

3. Justin Rose 1,664 

4. Jason Day 1,543 

5. Bryson DeChambeaul,471 

6. Phil MIckelson 1,455 

7. Patrick Reed " 

8. Patton Kizzire 

9. Bubba Watson 

10. Jon Rahm 

11. Webb Simpson 

12. Tony Finau 

13. Patrick Cantlay 

14. Rickie Fowler 

15. Paul Casey 

16. Chesson Hadley 

17. Luke List 

18. Pat Perez 

19. Andrew Landry 

20. Marc Leishman 

21. Aaron Wise 

22. Brendan Steele 

23. Chez Reavie 

24. Brian Harman 


1,341 

1,335 

1,302 

1,244 

1,228 

1,168 

1,132 

1,047 

1,047 

1,033 

1,025 

1,020 

1,018 

1,012 


Money 

$5,764,100 

$4,786,825 

$4,737,152 

$4,200,887 

$4,194,398 

$3,912,019 

$3,916,241 

$3,209,701 

$3,740,485 

$3,070,168 

$3,438,767 

$2,843,563 

$2,825,323 

$3,058,510 

$2,569,185 

$2,502,722 

$2,534,209 

$2,647,774 

$2,269,617 

$3,085,880 

$2,563,642 

$2,165,345 

$2,370,611 

$2,296,876 
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Team capsules 


North Carolina (43-18) 




1,425-518-5, 35 

years overall). 

Road to Oma¬ 
ha: Won Chapel 
Hill regional: 
beat North Caro¬ 
lina A&T 11-0, beat 
Houston 4-3, beat 
Houston 19-11. 
Won Ch^el Hill 
super regional: beat Stetson 7-^ '—" 
Stetson 7-5. 

2018 record vs. CWS teams: 0-0. 

Last CWS appearance: 2013. 

All-time record in CWS: 17-21 in 10 
appearances. 

Meet the Tar Heeis: C Brandon Mar- 
torano (.247,9 HRs, 36 RBIs), IB Michael 
Busch (.333, 13, 63), 2B Zack Gahagan 
(.274, 7, 40), 3B Kyle Datres (.344, 6, 34), 
SS Ike Freeman C295, 3, 50), LF Ashton 
McGee (.246, 2, 26), CF Brandon Riley 
(.294, 5, 52), RF Cody Roberts (.276, 5, 
39), DH Jackson Hesterlee (.321, 1, 10). 
Starting pitchers: RHP Cooper Criswell 
(6-2, 2.82 ERA), RHP Gianluca Dalatri (2- 

2, 3.08), RHP Austin Bergner (7-2, 4.28). 
Relievers: LHP Caden O’Brien (6-0, 2.14), 
RHP Brett Daniels (6-0, 2.74), RHP Josh 
Hiatt (3-2, 2.94, 6 saves), RHP Rodney 
Hutchison Jr. (3-3,4.63), RHP Tyler Baum 
(4-1, 4.55 ERA), RHP Joey Lancellotti (3- 

3, 3.62), RHP Taylor Sugg (2-1, 5.40). 

Short hops: No. 6 national seed Tar 

Heels are batting .343 and averaging 
9.6 runs per game in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment. ... Seventh CWS appearance in 13 
seasons.... Fox was a second baseman 
on the UNC team that went to the CWS 
in 1978. ... Dalatri, who came into the 
season as staff ace, was out 12 weeks 
with an elbow injury. 

Oregon State (49-10-1) 

Coach: Pat Casey (894-456-6, 24 years 
, at Oregon State: 
1,067-565-7, 31 

years overall). 

Road to Omaha: 
Won Corvallis re¬ 
gional: beat North¬ 
western State 9- 
-, beat LSU 14-1, 
beat LSU 12-0. Won 
Corvallis super re¬ 
gional: beat Min¬ 
nesota 8-1, beat Minnesota 6-3. 

2018 record vs. CWS teams: 2-1. 

Last CWS appearance: 2017. 

All-time record in CWS: 15-10 in 6 
appearances, national champion 2006, 
2007. 

Meet the Beavers: C Adley Rutschman 
(.386, 7 HRs, 70 RBIs), IB Zak Taylor (.273, 
2, 19), 2B Nick Madrigal (.397, 3, 32), 3B 
Michael Gretler (.316, 7, 44), SS Cadyn 
Grenier (.322, 5, 44), LF Jack Anderson 
(.267, 0, 11), CF Steven Kwan (.357, 2, 
41), RF Trevor Larnach (.336, 18, 68), DH 
Kyle Nobach (.303, 5, 26). Starting pitch¬ 
ers: LHP Luke Heimlich (16-1, 2.32 ERA), 
RHP Bryce Fehmel (10-1, 2.87), RHP Kevin 
Abel (4-1, 3.58). Relievers: LHP Christian 
Chamberlain (3-0,3.77), RHP Sam Tweedt 
(1-0, 7.71), LHP Brandon Eisert (4-3, 2.74), 
RHP Grant Gambrell (5-1,4.40), RHP Dylan 
Pearce (2-0, 3.62), LHP Jake Mulholland 
(1-2, 2.37, 15 saves). 

Short Hops: Beavers are No. 3 na¬ 
tional seed. ... Heimlich, at 16-1, leads 
the nation in wins and is third in strike¬ 
outs (151). He sat out super regionals 
and CWS last year when The Oregonian 
newspaper reported he pleaded guilty to 
child molestation as a minor. In recent 
interviews with Sports Illustrated and 
The New York Times, Heimlich denied 
wrongdoing. ... Beavers’ .320 batting av¬ 
erage is highest in CWS field. ... Madri¬ 
gal (.397) leads seven regular starters 
batting higher than .300. ... Beavers had 
six players taken in first 10 rounds of the 
draft, led by Madrigal (fourth overall by 
White Sox), Larnach (20th by Twins) and 
Grenier (37th by Orioles). 

Washington (35-24) 

Coach: Lindsay Meggs (265-237-1, 9 
seasons at Wash¬ 
ington; 880-544-5, 
25 seasons over¬ 
all). 

Road to Omaha: 

Won Conway re¬ 
gional: beatUConn 
7-1, beat Coastal 
Carolina 11-6, beat 
UConn 9-6. Won 
Fullerton super re¬ 
gional: beat Cal State Fullerton 8-5, lost 
to Cal State Fullerton 5-2, beat Cal State 
Fullerton 6-5 in 10 innings. 

2018 record vs. CWS teams: 1-2. 

Last CWS appearance: None. 

All-time record in CWS: 0-0. 

Meet the Huskies: C Nick Kahle (.293, 
6 HRs, 35 RBIs), IB Jonathan Schiffer 
(.238, 1, 20), 2B AJ Graffanino (.373, 0,19), 
3B Willie Maciver (.243, 3, 24), SS Levi 
Jordan (.302, 8, 42), LF Mason Cerrillo 
(.335, 0, 21), CF Braiden Ward (.309, 0,14), 
RF Christian Jones (.269, 2, 13), DH Joe 
Wainhouse (.312, 19, 59). Starting pitch¬ 
ers: RHP Joe DeMers (7-3, 2.56 ERA), LHP 
Lucas Knowles (6-5, 3.89), RHP Jordan 
Jones (6-4, 3.99). Relievers: RHP Steve 
Emanuels (8-2,4.26), RHP Josh Burgmann 
(2-2, 2.90), RHP Alex Hardy (5-2, 2.14, 8 
saves), LHP Jack DeCooman (0-1, 3.63), 
RHP Dylan Lamb (1-0,3.95), LHP Chris Mi¬ 
cheles (0-2, 9.25). 




Short hops: Huskies were 18-18 after a 
loss to UT Rio Grande Valley and are 17-6 
since. ... Wainhouse has five home runs 
in last six games. ... DeMers pitched a 
perfect game against DC Riverside in 
February and is the first Washington 
pitcher to throw two shutouts in a sea¬ 
son since 2011. ... Graffanino and Wain¬ 
house are sons of former major leaguers 
Tony Graffanino and Dave Wainhouse. 
... Huskies were picked seventh in pre¬ 
season Pac-12 coaches poll. 

4,' beat Mississippi state (37-27) 

Coach: Gary Henderson (37-23, 1 sea¬ 
son at Mississippi 
State; 297-222, 9 
seasons overall). 

Road to Omaha: 
Won Tallahassee 
ETi regional: lost to 
' —■■ Oklahoma 20-10, 
beat Florida State 
3-2, beat Samford 
9-8, beat Okla¬ 
homa 13-5, beat 
Oklahoma 8-1. 
Won Nashville super regional: beat Van¬ 
derbilt 10-8, lost to Vanderbilt 4-3, beat 
Vanderbilt 10-6 in 11 innings. 

2018 record vs. CWS teams: 6-0. 

Last CWS appearance: 2013. 

All-time record in CWS: 10-18 in 9 ap¬ 
pearances. 

Meet the Bulldogs: C Dustin Skelton 
(.248,1 HR, 13 RBIs), IB Tanner Allen (.298, 
5, 44), 2B Hunter Stovall (.319, 2, 39), 3B 
Justin Foscue (.256,3,20), SS Luke Alexan¬ 
der (.213, 6,46), LF Rowdey Jordan (.333,7, 
35), CF Jake Mangum (.353,3,33), RF Elijah 
MacNamee (.318, 8, 42), DH Jordan West- 
burg (.250, 1, 23). Starting pitchers: LHP 
Ethan Small (5-3, 3.11 ERA), LHP Konnor 
Pilkington (2-6, 4.56), RHP Jacob Billings¬ 
ley (5-3,4.92). Reliever: RHP JP France (5-5, 
3.84), RHP Cole Gordon (4-3, 4.86,3 saves), 
RHP Blake Smith (4-0, 3.00, 3 saves), RHP 
Riley Self (5-0, 3.51), RHP Keegan James 
(1-2, 4.50), LHP Zach Neff (3-3, 3.57), RHP 
Denver McQuary (2-2, 4.97). 

MLB Alumni: Jeff Brantley, Will Clark, 
Sammy Ellis, Adam Frazier, Kendall 
Graveman, Jonathan Holder, Paul Ma- 
holm, Tyler Moore, Mitch Moreland, 
Rafael Palmeiro, Jonathan Papelbon, 
Hunter Renfroe, Buck Showalter, Chris 
Stratton, Bobby Thigpen, Del Unser. 

Short hops: Henderson took over as 
interim head coach after Andy Cannizaro 
resigned for off-field conduct on Feb. 
20. ... Swept CWS teams Arkansas and 
Florida in the regular season.... Bulldogs 
have staved off elimination five times.... 
MacNamee hit walk-off homers against 
Florida State in regional and Vanderbilt 
in super regional.... MacNamee has eight 
home runs for the season, five in the last 
eight games. ... Gordon has struck out 20 
in his last 13 innings. 

Texas (42-21) 

Coach: David Pierce (81-46, 2 seasons 
at Texas; 278-154,7 
seasons overall). 

Road to Omaha: 
Won Austin re¬ 
gional: beat Texas 
Southern 10-0, 
beat Texas A&M 8- 

3, beat Indiana 3-2. 
Won Austin super 
regional: lost to 
Tennessee Tech 5- 

4, beat Tennessee 
Tech 4-2, beat Tennessee Tech 5-2. 

2018 record vs. CWS teams: 2-3. 

Last CWS appearance: 2014. 

All-time record in CWS: 85-59 in 35 
appearances; national champion 1949, 
1950, 1975, 1983, 2002, 2005. 

Meet the Longhorns: C DJ Petrinsky 
(.261, 9 HRs, 28 RBIs), IB Jake McKenzie 
(.246, 0, 14), 2B Kody Clemens (.356, 24, 
72), 3B Ryan Reynolds (.252, 4, 36), SS Da¬ 
vid Hamilton (.294, 5, 36), LF Masen Hib- 
beler (.256, 4, 30), CF Tate Shaw (.245, 0, 
22), RF Duke Ellis (.297, 1, 27), DH Zach 
Zubia (.277, 11, 44). Starting pitchers: 
RHP Nolan Kingham (8-4, 4.34 ERA), RHP 
Chase Shugart (6-3, 4.07), RHP Blair Hen¬ 
ley (6-6, 3.32). Relievers: RHP Kamron 
Fields (1-0, 1.88), LHP Josh Sawyer (1-0, 
3.52), RHP Parker Joe Robinson (3-0,1.17), 
RHP Andy McGuire (1-2, 2.01, 7 saves), 
RHP Matteo Bocchi (4-1, 3.13) 

Short hops: The No. 13 seed Long¬ 
horns will be making their 36th appear¬ 
ance, 11 more than the next closest 
team (Miami). ... Their 85 CWS wins are 
11 more than Southern California’s 74. 
... Clemens, the Big 12 player of the year 
and son of seven-time Cy Young Award 
winner Roger Clemens, has hit five home 
runs and driven in 11 runs in the NCAA 
Tournament. ... Every recruiting class 
signed by the late Augie Garrido has 
made at least one trip to the CWS. Gar¬ 
rido, who stepped down in 2016 after 
coaching Texas for 20 seasons, was the 
all-time NCAA wins leader until Florida 
State’s Mike Martin passed him in May. 
’n March. 



Garrido died ir 


Arkansas (44-19) 




seasons at Arkan¬ 
sas; 1,224-602, 30 
seasons overall). 

Road to Omaha: 
Won Fayetteville 
regional: beat Oral 
Roberts 10-2, beat 
Southern Missis¬ 
sippi 10-2, beat 


Dallas Baptist 4-3. Won Fayetteville super 
regional: beat South Carolina 9-3, lost to 
South Carolina 8-5, beat South Carolina 
14-4. 

2018 record vs. CWS teams: 5-5. 

Last CWS appearance: 2015. 

All-time record in CWS: 11-16 In 8 ap¬ 
pearances. 

Meet the Razorbacks: C Grant Koch 
(.251, 7 HRs, 34 RBIs), IB Jared Gates 
(.236, 5, 22), 2B Carson Shaddy (.341, 13, 
52), 3B Casey Martin (.344, 13, 46), SS Jax 
Biggers (.287, 4, 24), LF Heston Kjerstad 
(.340, 14, 54), CF Dominic Fletcher (.282, 
8, 41), RF Eric Cole (.329, 14, 50), DH Luke 
Bonfield (.307, 8, 39). Starting pitchers: 
RHP Blaine Knight (12-0, 2.84 ERA), LHP 
Kacey Murphy (8-5, 3.12), RHP Isaiah 
Campbell (4-6, 4.19). Relievers: RHP Bar¬ 
rett Loseke (3-2, 3.15), RHP Jake Reindl 
(3-1, 2.96), LHP Matt Cronin (2-1, 2.98, 12 
saves), RHP Caleb Bolden (3-0,4.40), RHP 
Bryce Bonnin (1-0, 4.34), LHP Evan Lee (4- 
3, 5.00), RHP Cody Scroggins (0-0, 4.85). 

Short hops: No. 5 seed Hogs’ 94 home 
runs are fourth nationally and second 
among CWS teams behind Florida’s 96.... 
Four players (Martin, Shaddy, Kjerstad, 
Cole) have 13 or more homers. ... Knight 
(87th overall to Orioles), Cole (122nd to 
Royals) and Koch (144th to Pirates) were 
taken in first five rounds of draft.... Cro¬ 
nin needs two saves to break school sea¬ 
son record of 13 held by volunteer assis¬ 
tant Colby Suggs. 

Texas Tech (44-18) 

Coach: Tim Tadlock (238-130, 6 sea¬ 
sons at Texas 
1 Tech; 673-256, 20 
seasons overall). 

Road to Omaha: 
Won Lubbock re¬ 
gional: beat New 
Mexico State 9-2, 
beat Louisville 10- 
4, beat Louisville 
11-6. Won Lubbock 
super regional: 
beat Duke 6-4, lost to Duke 11-2, beat 
Duke 6-2. 

2018 record vs. CWS teams: 1-3. 

Last CWS appearance: 2016. 

All-time record in CWS: 1-4 in 2 ap¬ 
pearances. 

Meet the Red Raiders: C Braxton Ful- 
ford (.192,1 HR, 4 RBIs), IB Cameron War¬ 
ren (.327, 10, 53), 2B Brian Klein (.323, 4, 
31), 3B Josh Jung (.390,12, 78), SS Michael 
Davis (.288, 12, 52), LF Grant Little (.272, 
12, 73), CF Cody Farhat (.294, 5, 37), RF 
Gabe Holt (.352, 6, 41), DH Zach Reams 
(.348, 17, 54). Starting pitchers: LHP 
Dylan Dusek (3-0, 2.03), RHP Caleb Kilian 
(9-2, 3.04), RHP Davis Martin (7-5, 4.50). 
Relievers: RHP Ryan Shatter (5-0, 3.03), 
RHP Connor Queen (1-0, 4.25), RHP Ryan 
Sublette (0-3, 9.49), RHP Ty Harpenau 
(7-2, 3.38), RHP Jose Quezada (5-2, 2.16), 
RHP John McMillon (5-3, 4.01), RHP Kurt 
Wilson (1-0, 8.76). 

Short hops: Third CWS appearance in 
five seasons for No. 13 seed Red Raiders. 
... Jung (.390) comes in with top batting 
average among CWS players. .. Highest- 
scoring (8.3 rpg) and top slugging team 
(.512) in field. ... Allowing 3.74 walks per 
nine innings in NCAA Tournament, down 
from 5.57 through May 27. ... Little (74th 
overall by Padres) is program’s highest 
draft pick since 2012.... Red Raiders’ 14-0 
start was best in program history. 

Florida (47-19) 


and overall). 

Road to Omaha: 
Won Gainesville 
regional: beat Co¬ 
lumbia 13-5, beat 
Jacksonville 3-2, 
lost to Florida At¬ 
lantic 7-4, beat 
Florida Atlantic 5- 
2. Won Gainesville 
super regional: beat Auburn 8-2, lost 
to Auburn 3-2, beat Auburn 3-2 in 11 in¬ 
nings. 

2018 record vs. CWS teams: 2-5. 

Last CWS appearance: 2017. 

All-time record in CWS: 19-22 In 11 ap¬ 
pearances; national champion 2017. 

Meet the Gators: C Jonah Girand (.161, 
3 HRs, 6 RBIs), IB Brady Smith (.259, 2,13) 
or Keenan Bell (.224, 6, 27), 2B Blake Re¬ 
ese (.247, 5, 43), 3B Jonathan India (.354, 
20, 48), SS Deacon Liput (.291, 9, 37), LF 
Austin Langworthy (.294, 4, 28), CF Nick 
Horvath (.270, 6, 33), RF Wil Dalton (.266, 
19, 60), DH Nelson Maldonado (.278, 8, 
40). Starting pitchers: RHP Brady Singer 
(12-1, 2.30 ERA), RHP Jackson Kowar (9- 
5, 3.24), RHP Jack Leftwich (4-5, 4.32). 
Relievers: RHP Tommy Mace (5-0, 4.45), 
LHP Jordan Butler (6-2,4.11), LHP Andrew 
Baker (2-0, 4.59), RHP Kirby McMullen (0- 
0, 2.25), RHP Hunter McMullen (0-0, 3.68), 
RHP Tyler Dyson (5-3, 4.47), RHP Michael 
Byrne (3-1,1.59,15 saves). 

Short hops: This is No. 1 seed Gators’ 
seventh CWS appearance since 2010. ... 
Team has three of the top 33 draft picks 
in India (No. 5 to Reds), Singer (No. 18 to 
Royals) and Kowar (No. 33 to Royals). ... 
Florida has hit 15 homers in seven games 
and have 96 for the season, most of the 
remaining teams. ... Girand, filling in for 
the injured JJ Schwarz, homered three 
times and drove in five runs in regionals 
but went 0-for-ll with eight strikeouts in 
super regionals. 

— Associated Press 



UNC hitters look 
to extend streak 


By Aaron Beard 

Associated Press 

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. —North 
Carolina’s offense is racking up 
hits, working counts to get on 
base and coming up with timely 
hits to bring runners home. 

The timing couldn’t be any bet¬ 
ter, either. 

The Tar Heels head to the Col¬ 
lege World Series for the first 
time in five years with an offense 
that has been at its best in big mo¬ 
ments in the postseason. They’re 
averaging nearly 10 runs and 
12 hits while batting .335 in the 
NCAA Tournament entering Sat¬ 
urday’s Omaha opener against 
No. 3 national seed Oregon State. 

“I guess that’s the easiest term, 
is: yes, your guys get in there and 
get a little bit more locked in and 
maybe get a little bit better swing 
off,” UNC coach Mike Fox said 
Tuesday. “It’s what you have to 
do when you get to the NCAA 
Tournament. You have to raise 
your level of play. 

“That’s easier said than done. 
You’ve got to give our players 
credit because it’s pretty obvious 
that’s what they did.” 

North Carolina (43-18), the No. 
6 national seed, started 7-7 but 
led the Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence in league play with 210 runs 
(7.24 per game) and a .294 bat¬ 
ting average. And they’ve rolled 
that momentum right into the 
NCAAs, winning all five games 
while tallying 48 runs, 58 hits 
and six home runs. 

“Baseball’s a lot about mo¬ 
mentum,” junior third baseman 
Kyle Datres said after Saturday’s 
super-regional clincher against 
Stetson. “And we’ve come togeth¬ 
er and put a lot of good swings up 
on balls here lately. Just going up 
there and having a quality at-bat, 
whether you get it a hit or not, 
just squaring the ball up — good 
things are going to happen.” 

The Tar Heels had made 
going to Omaha seem almost 
routine with six trips in eight 


years under Fox from 2006-13. 
This group lacks the same type 
of top-tier offensive threat such 
as All-Americans Dustin Ackley 
or Colin Moran from those past 
teams. 

Rather, as Datres put it: “It’s 
been 1 through 9.” 

The Tar Heels grind it out at the 
plate, typically showing enough 
discipline to lay off the off-plate 
pitches and forcing pitchers to 
work for outs. They rank eighth 
nationally by drawing 337 walks 
this season, with No. 9 seed Texas 
Tech (347) the only team headed 
to Omaha with more. 

They’re also coming up with 
hits in key moments in the post¬ 
season. The Tar Heels are bat¬ 
ting .441 (26-for-59) with runners 
in scoring position. And they’ve 
driven in 22 runs with two outs, 
including nearly half (six) of their 
14 runs during last weekend’s 
two-game sweep of Stetson. 

That helps explain how the Tar 
Heels got the better of Stetson 11- 
game winners Logan Gilbert and 
Jack Perkins so quickly. 

Gilbert was the No. 14 overall 
pick in last week’s Mqjor League 
Baseball draft, while Perkins 
was an llth-round selection. The 
duo had shut down Oklahoma 
State during the regionals by 
allowing two earned runs in 16 
innings with 27 strikeouts, but 
Gilbert matched his shortest out¬ 
ing of the season (5 Vs innings) in 
Friday’s Game 1 while Perkins 
managed to get just seven outs in 
Saturday’s Game 2, his shortest 
start all year. 

The goal now for the Tar Heels 
is to carry that into Omaha. 

“I think everybody has learned 
a very good approach to the plate, 
whoever we’re facing,” sopho¬ 
more first baseman Michael 
Busch said. “They’re not going 
up there and just guessing for a 
pitch... I think anybody you put in 
there is going to go up there and 
give a good at-bat against whoev- 
er’s pitching.” 



Gerry Broome/AP 


North Carolina’s Cody Roberts reacts following his homer against 
Stetson in the super regionals. North Carolina’s offense is rolling 
along as the Tar Heels return to the College World Series for the 
first time since 2013. 
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US OPEN 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Dustin Johnson hits off the fourth tee as Tiger Woods looks on during a practice round Tuesday for the 
U.S. Open in Southampton, N.Y. Johnson is looking to add a second major title to his resume. 


You could make an argument that it could be 
harder to get the second one than it is the first. ^ 

Justin Thomas 

2017 PGA Champion 


Wait a second 

17 golfers with one major title 
battle for another at Shinnecock 


By Doug Ferguson 
Associated Press 


SOUTHAMPTON, N.Y. — Jor¬ 
dan Spieth considers himself 
lucky. 

As hard as he made it look, win¬ 
ning the U.S. Open three years 
ago felt easy. He was two months 
removed from his victory at Au¬ 
gusta National. No matter what 
happened at Chambers Bay, he 
was the Masters champion for 
the rest of the year, and a mgjor 
champion for life. 

“House money,” he described 
that week. 

And then he won another mgjor 
with a birdie-double bogey-birdie 
finish, helped by Dustin Johnson 
three-putting from 12 feet to lose 
by one. Spieth was 22 when he be¬ 
came the first player in 74 years 
— Craig Wood in 1941 — to win 
his first m^or and then add a sec¬ 
ond m^or in his next try. 

It didn’t come that quickly for 
Tiger Woods, even after a 12-shot 
victory at the 1997 Masters in his 
first mqjor as a pro. Woods played 
10 more m^ors, half of them 
while overhauling his swing, be¬ 
fore he won his next one. 

Winning one mqjor is great. 
Winning multiple mqjors com¬ 
mands a new level of respect. 

“You could make an argument 
that it could be harder to get the 
second one than it is the first,” 
PGA champion Justin Thomas 
said Tuesday. “You could make 
an argument that every m^or is 
the hardest. But I just think that 
to be known as a multiple mqjor 
champion as opposed to, ‘He won 
the PGA,’ it has a little better ring 
to it. So I hope to have that to my 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


Coming off a breakthrough year, 
Justin Thomas is getting better 
each week and turning average 
performances into good results. 
The key element for him to win 
his second major this week at 
Shinnecock Hills will be keeping 
his patience. 


By the numbers 


22 

Jordan Spieth’s age when 
he became the first player 
in 74 years to win a second 
major in his first attempt 
after winning his first. 

10 

Number of majors between 
Tiger Woods’ first title in 
the 1997 Masters and his 
second at the 1999 PGA 
Championship. 

47 

Number of weeks Jason 
Day spent ranked No. 1 
after winning his first major, 
with only one good shot at 
a second major title. 


SOURCE: Associated Press 

name, sooner rather than later.” 

Identifying the best player 
without a m^or has been a topic 
for the better part of 30 years. 
Given the depth of talent, it might 
be time for a different question. 

The best with only one m^or. 

It’s a long list, from as young as 
Thomas (24) to Henrik Stenson 
(42). 

All it takes is one week, one 
more mqjor — perhaps this 
week at Shinnecock Hills — for 
such a player to enter a different 
conversation. 

Dustin Johnson might lead that 
list. 

He finally broke through for 
his first m^or at Oakmont in the 
2016 U.S. Open, and given his 18 
victories on the PGA Tour, he 
probably should have more. If 
not for getting in his own way, he 
might have more by now. 

There was the 82 at Pebble 
Beach when he had a three-shot 
lead in the 2010 U.S. Open. He 
hit an errant drive into a patch 
of sand that he didn’t know was a 
bunker at Whistling Straits that 
same year in the PGA Champion¬ 
ship. The bogey dropped him into 
a three-man playoff Grounding 
his club in the sand for a two- 
shot penalty dropped him out of 
it. And then at Chambers Bay, he 


was 12 feet away for eagle and the 
U.S. Open until it took three putts 
and a par for a runner-up finish. 

He is No. 1 in the world, and 
wants to get mqjor No. 2. 

“It’s hard to get No. 2 right now, 
but it was hard to get No. 1,” John¬ 
son said with a smile. “I think it’s 
hard to get any of them. It’s just a 
tough task. There’s only four ma¬ 
jors, and to win a mqjor you have 
to have everything working very 
well. You’ve got to play really 
good all four rounds.... I’d love to 
get that second one. But it’s one of 
those things where, like I said, ev¬ 
erything has got to work well for 
four days.” 

Jason Day has 12 victories 
on the PGA Tour, and only the 
2015 PGA Championship among 
m^ors. He spent 47 consecutive 
weeks at No. 1 the year after win¬ 
ning his m^or, and had only one 
good chance. Justin Rose won the 
2013 U.S. Open at Merion for his 
first mqjor. Rose has won at least 
somewhere in the world every 
year since 2010, and he has won 
on prestigious courses — Muir- 
field Village, Congressional, 
Aronimink, Doral — and he was 
one putt away from adding Au¬ 
gusta National to that list. 

But he’s still stuck on one. 

So is Adam Scott and Sergio 
Garcia, Brooks Koepka and Webb 
Simpson. 

Add to that list Louis Oosthui- 
zen, who has been runner-up 
in all four mqjors since his 2010 
victory in the British Open at St. 
Andrews. 

“I mean absolutely zero, no dis¬ 


respect to guys that have won one 
— obviously, myself included,” 
Thomas said. “But it’s a lot easier 
to get hot one week than it is to do it 
again and win another m^or. Be¬ 
cause when you’re a mqjor cham¬ 
pion, you have more asked of you. 
You have more expectations on 
yourself, more expectations from 
other people to where if you do 
get in the hunt, then you’re asked, 
‘How is it going to feel to get your 
second m^or?’ You’re constantly 


reminded of that.” 

The top players when Woods 
was in his prime years were Phil 
Mickelson, Ernie Els and Vijay 
Singh. Woods rarely fails to men¬ 
tion Retief Goosen on that list, 
mainly because when Woods was 
at his best, Goosen was the only 
other player with multiple mqjors. 
He won his second U.S. Open at 
Shinnecock Hills in 2004. 

Seventeen players at Shin¬ 
necock Hills this week have only 
one m^or and would love to add 
another. 

If they don’t? It’s still better 
than being on that other list oc¬ 
cupied by the likes of Rickie 
Fowler, Hideki Matsuyama and 
Jon Rahm. 

They’re young. But they would 
settle for one. 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Justin Rose reacts after a putt during a practice round Tuesday 
in Southampton, N.Y. Rose was one putt away from claiming his 
second major at the Masters in 2017. He’s one of 17 golfers with 
one major who will be teeing off Thursday at Shinnecock Hills. 
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Salah should 
play opener 

Associated Press 

Egypt coach Hector Cuper 
said he is “very optimistic” that 
Mohamed Salah will play in his 
team’s World Cup opener against 
Uruguay. 

Cuper announced the develop¬ 
ment during a news conference in 
advance of Friday’s matchup. 

Cuper said officials would con¬ 
tinue to monitor Salah during 
their training session Thursday. 
But he said he was expecting his 
star striker to be on the field. 

Salah had been questionable 
since suffering a shoulder injury 
during a collision with Real Ma¬ 
drid’s Sergio Ramos during the 
Champions League final. 

Salah almost single-handedly 
led Egypt to its spot in the 32- 
team World Cup field. He scored 
five goals in six games in the first 
round of the qualifiers, including a 
late penalty that earned the seven¬ 
time African champions their first 
World Cup berth since 1990. 



Antonio Calanni/AP 


Russia’s Alexander Golovin, left, is congratulated after scoring his 
team’s fifth goal by Russia’s Artyom Dzyuba during the Group A 
match against Saudi Arabia in Moscow, Russia, on Thursday. 


Host Russia rolls 
in opening match 


By James Ellingworth 

Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Inspired by the 
home crowd in the opening match 
of the World Cup, Russia ended a 
16-year wait for victory. 

Substitute Denis Cheryshev 
scored two goals Thursday to lead 
the host nation over Saudi Arabia 
5-0 in Group A with President 
Vladimir Putin watching from 
the stands alongside FIFA presi¬ 
dent Gianni Infantine. 

It was Russia’s first World Cup 
win since 2002 and ended a seven- 
game winless run overall — the 
national team’s longest winless 
streak in 20 years. 

Yuri Gazinsky put Russia ahead 
with a header from Alexander 
Golovin’s cross when the Sau¬ 
dis failed to clear a corner in the 


12th minute. Gazinsky charged 
forward to meet the ball as Saudi 
player Taisir Al-Jassam stumbled, 
leaving him a simple finish. 

Putin and Infantine smiled 
and shrugged as they sat next to 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman in the VIP box. Putin 
then reached over to shake the 
prince’s hand. 

Cheryshev chipped the ball 
over two Saudi defenders in the 
43rd minute and shot over goal¬ 
keeper Abdullah Al Muaiouf’s 
right side. He later chipped the 
ball in for Russia’s fourth goal in 
stoppage time. 

After Cheryshev’s first goal, 
Artyom Dzyuba made an instant 
impact off the bench to make it 3- 
0 in the 71st with a header from 
Golovin’s cross. Golovin added 
the fifth from a free kick. 


Atlanta’s hot soccer scene 


Scoreboard 


featured in winning Cup bid 


By Charles Odum 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Atlanta’s burgeoning soccer scene 
was featured in North America’s successful bid for 
2026 World Cup. 

Mercedes-Benz Stadium was shown off in the 
videos the North American bid officials played for 
FIFA voters Wednesday in Russia. The images were 
all shiny, new and impressive — from the stadium’s 
retractable roof and huge oval video board to the all- 
important shots of sellout crowds for MLS Atlanta 
United. 

The video evidence helped sway FIFA to over¬ 
whelmingly approve the bid from the United States, 
Mexico and Canada. The bid suggested Atlanta and 
Dallas as host sites for 2026 semifinals, and Atlanta 
United season ticket-holder Ken Harper can’t wait. 

“Based on the world-wide interest in the World 
Cup, I think it has the potential to have the same 
impact the Olympics did in ‘96 on our city,” Harper 
said Wednesday. “I think it’s fantastic.” 

In its second season, Atlanta United already has 
set three MLS single-game attendance records, 
most recently 72,035 for a March 11 win over D.C. 
United. The Atlanta home average of 48,200 for the 
2017 season also set a record. 

“You have one of the best stadiums in the world 
full of passionate soccer fans,” Harper said. 

The World Cup will return to the US. for the first 
time since 1994. It was an important win, especially 
with the US. left out of the 2018 World Cup field in 
Russia. 

Mexico President Enrique Pena Nieto expressed 
pride his nation will be the first to host three World 
Cups, following 1970 and 1986. 

Pena Nieto said FIFA’s decision is a vote of confi¬ 
dence in Mexico and added “it is not only our people 
and our families, our companies and our business- 
people, soccer also knows that Canada, the United 
States and Mexico are deeply united.” 

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau used 
Twitter to offer congratulations “to everyone who 
worked hard on this bid — it’s going to be a great 
tournament!” 

Celebratory reactions on social media came from 
all quarters. 

Landon Donovan, the MLS all-time scoring lead¬ 
er, expressed excitement — and impatience — on 
his Twitter account. 

“Just woke up to the news that the 2026 World Cup 
is coming to North America!!!!!!!! Congrats to every¬ 


one who put in the tireless work to make it happen. 
How are we supposed to wait 8 more years?” Dono¬ 
van said. 

US. defender Matt Besler said the World Cup will 
be “a great opportunity to showcase what our region 
has to offer and it’s a great opportunity to create 
history. It’s an opportunity for generations to share 
memories and to create memories, and years from 
now we’re going to look back on this time and have 
great memories about that.” 

MLS Commissioner Don Garber described the 
winning bid as “a testament to how our three nations 
came together for an unprecedented united bid. It’s 
a monumental step in our collective vision to further 
advance the game of soccer here and to do what we 
can to help grow the game around the world.” 

FIFA will select host cities from 23 candidates 
proposed in the bid. Seattle mayor Jenny Durkan 
began lobbying for her city on Wednesday. Like At¬ 
lanta, Seattle offers enthusiastic support. 

“It’s our fan base,” Durkan said. “Seattle is icon¬ 
ic around the world. I’ve had the honor of going to 
a couple different FIFA Congresses, and people 
around the world know Seattle. They want to come 
here. They want to come here for a reason. I think 
that’s going help us.” 

The Baltimore Ravens used their Twitter account 
to post a photo of M&T Bank Stadium “shining red, 
white and blue tonight as we support the World Cup 
United Bid.... We hope to see a World Cup match in 
Baltimore!” 

Washington Redskins cornerback Josh Norman 
was kicking a soccer ball following Wednesday’s 
minicamp practice when he was told the World Cup 
is coming to the US. 

“That is bananas,” Norman said. “It’s going to be 
here, so I won’t have any problem going. I will be a 
part of that. I’m super-excited about it. Then again, 
I would love to travel internationally. But it’s good 
that you don’t have to go far. ... You’re right in the 
middle of it.” 

Bengals defensive end Carlos Dunlap, who played 
soccer before he was allowed to play football as a 
child, said he has always wanted to experience the 
excitement of a World Cup. 

“I’ve tossed it around many times, going over 
there to see World Cup because the energy they 
have at their games and stadiums for soccer is sec¬ 
ond to none — unless it’s us against the Pittsburgh 
Steelers or the Florida Gators against Georgia in the 
Cocktail Party,” said Dunlap, who attended Florida. 
“It rivals those.” 


World Cup 


W T L GF GAPts 

Russia 1 0 0 5 0 3 

Egypt 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Uruguay 000 000 

Saudi Arabia 0 0 1 0 5 0 

Thursday, June 14 
At Moscow 
Russia 5, Saudi Arabia 0 
Friday, June IS 
At Ekaterinburg, Russia 
Egypt vs. Uruguay 

Tuesday, June 19 
At Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Russia vs. Egypt 

Wednesday, June 20 
At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
Uruguay vs. Saudi Arabia 
Monday, June 25 
At Samara, Russia 
Uruguay vs. Russia 

At Volgograd, Russia 
Saudi Arabia vs. Egypt 
GROUP B 

W T L GF GAPts 

Iran 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Morocco 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Portugal 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Spain 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Friday, June IS 
At Saint Petersburg, Russia 
Morocco vs. Iran 

At Sochi, Russia 
Portugal vs. Spain 

Wednesday, June 20 
At Moscow 
Portugal vs. Morocco 

At Kazan, Russia 
Iran vs. Spain 

Monday, June 25 
At Kalinigrad, Russia 
Spain vs. Morocco 

At Saransk, Russia 
Iran vs. Portugal 


^^GROUP C 


Australia 

Denmark 

France 

Peru 


W T L GF GA Pts 


France vs. Australia 

At Saransk, Russia 
Peru vs. Denmark 

Thursday, June 21 
At Samara, Russia 
Denmark vs. Australia 

At Ekaterinburg, Russia 
France at Peru 

Tuesday, June 26 
At Sochi, Russia 
Australia vs. Peru 

At Moscow 
Denmark vs. France 

GROUP D 


Argentina 

Croatia 

Iceland 

Nigeria 


W T L GF GA Pts 

- 0 0 0 0 0 

0 0 n n n 

0 0 

0 0 


Saturday, June 16 
At Moscow 
Argentina vs. Iceland 

At Kalinigrad, Russia 
Croatia vs. Nigeria 

Thursday, June 21 
At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
Argentina vs. Croatia 

Volgograd, Russia 
Nigeria vs. Iceland 

Tuesday, June 26 
At St. Petersburg, Russia 
Nigeria vs. Argentina 

At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
Iceland vs. Croatia 


Costa Rica 

Serbia 

Switzerland 


W T L GF GA Pts 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


Sunday, June 17 
At Samara, Russia 
Costa Rica vs. Serbia 

At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
Brazil vs. Switzerland 

Friday, June 22 
At St. Petersburg, Russia 
Brazil vs. Costa Rica 

At Kalinigrad, Russia 
Serbia vs. Switzerland 

Wednesday, June 27 
At Moscow 
Serbia vs. Brazil 

At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
Switzerland vs. Costa Rica 
GROUP F 


Germany 
Mexico 
South Korea 
Sweden 


W T L GF GA Pts 

0 0 0 0 0 0 


0 0 0 
0 0 0 


Sunday, June 17 
At Moscow 
Germany vs. Mexico 

Monday, June 18 
At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
Sweden vs. South Korea 

Saturday, June 23 
At Rostov-on-Don, Russia 
South Korea vs. Mexico 

At Sochi, Russia 
Germany vs. Sweden 

Wednesday, June 27 
At Kazan, Russia 
South Korea vs. Germany 

At Ekaterinburg, Russia 


Belgium 

England 

Panama 

Tunisia 


W T L GF GA Pts 


0 0 0 


0 0 0 


Monday, June 18 
At Sochi, Russia 
Belgium vs. Panama 

At Volgograd, Russia 
Tunisia vs. England 

Saturday, June 23 
At Moscow 
Belgium vs. Tunisia 

Sunday, June 24 
At Nizhny Novgorod, Russia 
England vs. Panama 

Thursday, June 28 
At Saransk, Russia 
Panama vs. Tunisia 

At Kalinigrad, Russia 
Belgium 
GROUP H 


England vs. Belgiui 


Colombia 

Japan 

Poland 

Senegal 


W T L GF GA Pts 

0 0 0 0 0 0 


0 0 0 
0 0 0 


Tuesday, June 19 
At Saransk, Russia 
Colombia vs. Japan 

At Moscow 
Poland vs. Senegal 

Sunday, June 24 
At Ekaterinburg, Russia 
Japan vs. Senegal 

At Kazan, Russia 
Poland vs. Colombia 

Thursday, June 28 
At Volgograd, Russia 
Japan vs. Poland 

At Samara, Russia 
Senegal vs. Colombia 
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Troubled Spain 
facing Portugal 

With new coach, team opens vs. Ronaldo 



David Vincent/AP 


France’s Paul Pogba controls the ball ahead of Florian Thauvin during a training session Monday in 
Glebovets, Russia. With so many impressive individual players, France has yet to establish its identity as 
a team. Les Bleus open against Australia on Saturday. 

France seeking team identity 


By Tales Azzoni 
Associated Press 

SOCHI, Russia — Compared 
to Spain’s coaching chaos, the 
distractions created by Cristiano 
Ronaldo have become almost 
meaningless for Portugal. 

Spain will play its opening 
World Cup match against the 
European champions on Friday 
with a coach who has been on the 
job for only two days. Fernando 
Hierro, a former national team 
player who had been acting as the 
national team’s sports director in 
Russia, will coach the squad fol¬ 
lowing the Spanish federation’s 
shocking decision to fire Julen 
Lopetegui on Wednesday. 

“We are in a very difficult situa¬ 
tion,” Spanish federation president 
Luis Rubiales said Wednesday. 
“It’s very comphcated. I’m not 
going to come here and say that 
this was the best solution.” 

Portugal had been the team 
dealing with off-the-field distrac¬ 
tions ever since Ronaldo hinted 
after the Champions League final 
that he was going to leave Madrid. 
He said he would reveal his plans 
when he joined the national team, 
putting the spotlight on himself 
instead of Portugal’s World Cup 
preparations, but he was yet to 
make any announcements. 

Everything appeared to be 
running smoothly for Spain, with 
Lopetegui leading the team on a 
20-match unbeaten streak and 
turning it into a top title con¬ 
tender again after disappointing 
eliminations from the 2014 World 
Cup and the 2016 European 
Championship. 

But Rubiales, the newly elected 
federation president, didn’t like 
the timing of Madrid’s surprise 
announcement on Tuesday and 
decided to take the drastic mea¬ 
sure of firing the coach. He said 
that winning was important but 
not as much as maintaining the 
federation’s values. 

“I talked to the players and they 
have shown their commitment to 
do everything they can to take the 
national team as far as possible in 
this tournament,” Rubiales said. 

Live on AFN 


Group B 

Morocco vs. Iran 

AFN-Sports2 
5 p.m. Friday GET 
Mid Friday JKT 


Group F 

Germany vs. Mexico 

AFN-Sports2 
5 p.m. Sunday GET 
Mid SundayJKT 


Group B 

Portugal vs. Spain 

AFN-Sports2 
8 p.m. Friday GET 
3 a.m. Saturday JKT 


“This is already in the past. We 
are moving forward.” 

Hierro, a former national team 
player and Real Madrid captain, 
is taking on his first mqjor coach¬ 
ing job. He was Carlo Ancelotti’s 
assistant at Madrid after Zin¬ 
edine Zidane left the post in 2014, 
and coached second-division club 
Real Oviedo two seasons ago. 

Favorite vs. candidate 

Portugal coach Fernando Santos 
wants Portugal to keep the same 
low-key mentality that worked 
well for the team at Euro 2016. 

Santos said Portugal can be 
considered a “candidate” for the 
title in Russia but it still shouldn’t 
be included among the top con¬ 
tenders despite being European 
champions. 

He said the opener will be the 
game between the “favorite and 
the candidate.” 

Nine of the players who started 
in the Euro 2016 final against 
France are back for the World 
Cup, with the only absences being 
veteran forward Nani and young 
midfielder Renato Sanches. 

Long rivalry 

The rivalry between Spain and 
Portugal goes way back to when 
the Iberian neighbors fought each 
other for world domination more 
than 500 years ago. 

But their soccer rivalry isn’t as 
fierce, and this will be only the 
second time the neighbors meet 
in soccer biggest event, with 
Spain holding the advantage of a 
1-0 win in the round of 16 at the 
2010 World Cup. 

The teams met in the semifinals 
of Euro 2012, with Spain advanc¬ 
ing on penalties, but Portugal got 
the best of its rival in the group 
stage of Euro 2004, winning 1-0. 


Group D 

Croatia vs. Nigeria 

AFN-Sports2 
9 p.m. Saturday GET 
4 a.m. Sunday JKT 


Group E 

Brazil vs. Switzerland 

AFN-Sports2 
8 p.m. Sunday GET 
3 a.m. Monday JKT 


By Samuel Petrequin 
Associated Press 

KAZAN, Russia — With a 
group of players worth more than 
a billion dollars, anything other 
than a win against Australia will 
be deemed as a failure for France 
in its World Cup opener. 

The amount of individual talent 
within the France squad is im¬ 
pressive, including players such 
as Paul Pogba, Ousmane Dem- 
bele, Kylian Mbappe, Nabil Fekir, 
and Antoine Griezmann. 

Having such star power assem¬ 
bled in Russia would be a dream 
for most coaches. For Didier 
Deschamps, it looks more like a 
headache. 

France’s identity of play re¬ 
mains unclear as Les Bleus pre¬ 
pare to open Group C against 
Australia in Kazan on Saturday. 
Many questions remain about the 
team’s capacity to play as a unit 
during the tournament, 20 years 
after a French team led by Zin¬ 
edine Zidane was crowned World 
Cup champion. 

“We’ve got a great group, with 
great individual players,” mid¬ 
fielder Blaise Matuidi said. “But 
we will need to use all these qual¬ 
ities for the benefit of the group. 
Having the best talents is not 
enough to go all the way. We will 
need soldiers, fighters.” 

In 1998, France based its suc¬ 
cess on solid defending. In 2006, 
when Les Bleus finished runners- 
up to Italy in Berlin, the individ¬ 
ual brilliance of Zidane was key, 
but that team is widely remem¬ 
bered for the relentless press it 
imposed on its rivals during the 
knockout phase. 

This squad has not developed 
the same qualities since reaching 
the final of the European Champi¬ 
onship two years ago. Despite all 
their talent, Les Bleus have strug¬ 


gled for consistency and often ap¬ 
peared vulnerable in World Cup 
qualifying. They have no reason 
to be overconfident. 

Deschamps has tried several 
tactical options in the buildup to 
the tournament, including a dia¬ 
mond midfield 4-4-2 system with 
Olivier Giroud and Mbappe up 
front, and a 4-3-3 with Mbappe, 
Griezmann and Ousmane Dem- 
bele deployed in attack. 

After successive wins against 
Ireland and Italy, France was 
held to a 1-1 draw by a medio¬ 
cre United States team in its last 
warmup game last week. During 
that game, France missed several 
chances, defended poorly and 
clearly lacked explosiveness and 
speed. 

Australia prepared for the 
tournament with two wins in its 
last friendlies but is not expected 
to get plenty of chances against 
France. The Socceroos will focus 
on defending well to avoid a re¬ 
peat of their 4-0 loss to Germany 
in their opening game in South 
Africa eight years ago. 

This is the approach advocated 
by their coach Bert van Marwijk, 
who led Netherlands to the 2010 
World Cup final. He is on a short¬ 
term contract to replace of Ange 
Postecoglou, who quit after guid¬ 
ing the Australians through Asian 
qualifying. 

The Australians aren’t promis¬ 
ing to play champagne football, 
but are focusing on an efficient 
game that could help it challenge 
France and avoid a morale-crush¬ 
ing heavy loss. 

Cahill back on biggest stage: 

Australia’s all-time leading scor¬ 
er, Tim Cahill has an opportunity 
to equal soccer legend Pele in 
Russia. 

To do that, the 38-year-old for¬ 
ward needs to score for the fourth 


consecutive World Cup. Only 
Pele, Uwe Seeler and Miroslav 
Klose have achieved the feat. 

If he gets a start, he says, “any¬ 
thing can happen.” 

“When you’re playing in front 
of a full house, you only need one 
split second to change a game and 
also change history.” 

Changes: With Giroud still 
recovering from the knock he 
received to his head against the 
United States, Deschamps is ex¬ 
pected to start with Dembele, 
Mbappe and Griezmann up front. 
The technical relationship be¬ 
tween Mbappe and Griezmann is 
in full bloom. Against the Ameri¬ 
cans, they created all France’s 
dangerous moves and played 
several clever one-two combina¬ 
tions. Griezmann’s passing skills 
and direct style combined with 
Mbappe’s dribbling qualities 
and frenetic pace should make 
an excellent strike duo in Rus¬ 
sia. In defense, regular starter 
Djibril Sidibe will probably miss 
the Australia match because of a 
knee problem. 

Lloris the weak link?: Among 
France’s various concerns, the 
most serious is possibly keeper 
Hugo Lloris’ worrying recent 
display. After making mistakes 
against Sweden, Colombia and 
Italy, Lloris was at fault against 
the United States. Deschamps has 
stopped short of criticizing Lloris, 
who remains ahead of the error- 
prone Steve Mandanda and the 
inexperienced Alphonse Areola 
in the goalkeeper pecking order. 

Time to deliver for Pogba: 
France lacks a true leader on the 
pitch capable of galvanizing the 
team in difficult moments. Pogba 
says he wants to be that man, but 
the Manchester United star will 
need to be more influential to as¬ 
sume a leadership in Russia. 
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England puts 
emphasis on 
enjoying ride 

By Steve Douglas 
Associated Press 

ZELENOGORSK, Russia — With indie 
music blaring out around the training 
complex, England’s players strolled out 
for their first World Cup practice session 
in Russia and were soon bestowed with a 
large tea urn and a loaf of bread as sym¬ 
bols of local hospitality. 

Later, they would joke around and take 
selfies with school children from the local 
area — Zelenogorsk, just outside St. Pe¬ 
tersburg — who waved England flags as 
their idols trained in front of them. 

About the same time Wednesday at the 
other end of Russia, Spain fired its coach 
and was starting the World Cup seemingly 
in turmoil. For England, nothing of the 
sort. In fact, rarely has an England squad 
come to a m^or soccer tournament with 
such a relaxed and easygoing attitude. 

“I think that’s how we’ve wanted to make 
it as a team,” England striker Jamie Vardy 
said, “nice and relaxed and enjoyable, 
where we can have a laugh and a giggle.” 

The real business begins Monday, when 
England plays Tunisia in Volgograd in its 
first group game. For the country which 
invented the game and which is without an 
international title in 52 years, the expecta¬ 
tion is usually nearly intolerable. 

But this year, there’s a feeling that the 
pressure is off and that a relatively inex¬ 
perienced squad — the second youngest in 
the competition — is intent on enjoying the 
ride. 

“Personally,” Vardy said, moments after 
finishing training, “I think when you’re en¬ 
joying it more, you play your best football.” 

The last sighting of England’s players at 
a m^or tournament was in 2016, when they 
sat on their field in despair and held their 
heads in their hands after a humiliating 
Round of 16 loss to tiny Iceland at the Eu¬ 
ropean Championship. Two years earlier, 
the English were eliminated at the group 
stage of the World Cup in Brazil. 

The England jersey has weighed heavily 
in recent years, with media criticism often 
strong and squad harmony affected by ri¬ 
valries from the club scene in the domestic 
Premier League. Meanwhile, the apathy 
between the national team and its fans has 
grown. 

Fully aware of this, Gareth Southgate 
sought to change the climate around the 
England squad after taking over as man¬ 
ager in late 2016. Out went many estab¬ 
lished players — captain Wayne Rooney 
among them — to be gradually replaced 
by a younger generation without any bag¬ 
gage. Southgate also began addressing the 
disconnect with fans and media. 

The English public seems to have 
warmed to it. Despite a routine qualifica¬ 
tion campaign and encouraging friendly 
results that include draws against Brazil 
and Germany and wins this month over Ni¬ 
geria and Costa Rica, few believe England 
will progress beyond the quarterfinals. 
Even reaching the last 16 is progress. 

So there is unlikely to be too much of 
a backlash, provided the England team 
shows effort and heart in Russia. 

“We want the nation to be behind us,” 
Vardy said, “but we’ve got to make sure we 
put the performances in to make sure they 
have a reason to get behind us.” 



Michael Probst/AP 

German coach Joachim Loew stands between players Mesut Oezil, left, and llkay Guendogan during a World Cup training session 
On Wednesday in Vatutinki, Russia. 


German squad begins under cloud 


Questions of players’ national loyalty casts shadow over team 


By Ciaran Fa h ey 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — The public backlash over 
players mixing sport and politics ensured 
the Germany squad left for its World Cup 
defense under a cloud of its own making. 

Debate overissues of integration, nation¬ 
al pride, and what it means to represent the 
country has damaged the German soccer 
federation (DFB)’s push to promote inclu¬ 
sion and tolerance. 

Germany midfielder llkay Gundogan 
was jeered by German supporters during 
the team’s warmup game against Saudi 
Arabia last Friday. 

Despite coach Joachim Loew’s appeals 
for the player to be applauded as he sent 
him onto the pitch, Gundogan was jeered as 
he went on as a substitute, and again every 
time he touched the ball in Germany’s last 
friendly before the World Cup. 

The taunting came in the wake of Gun¬ 
dogan and his Germany teammate Mesut 
Ozil posing for photos with Turkey presi¬ 
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan in London last 
month. 

Both players, who were born in Germa¬ 
ny to families of Turkish descent, present¬ 
ed Erdogan with jerseys from their clubs, 
with Gundogan dedicating his Manchester 
City jersey to “my revered president.” 

Erdogan is hoping to cement his grip on 
power in an election this month and some 
1.4 million expatriate Turks are eligible to 
vote in Germany. 

Beatrix von Storch, a lawmaker for Ger¬ 
many’s far-right AfD party, posed a ques¬ 
tion on social media asking why Gundogan 
was playing for Germany if Erdogan was 
his president. 

Gundogan said it was never his intention 
to make a political statement. And in the 
wake of the Saudi game, he posted a tweet 
saying “Last game before the World Cup ... 
and still grateful to play for this country.” 

Ozil remained on the bench against the 
Saudis because of a knee injury and wasn’t 
subjected to jeers. 


Loew said the crowd reaction “hurt me 
because a team lives from every player 
being supported.” 

“For a national player to be whistled,” he 
said, “that helps nobody.” 

It’s not the first time Loew has criticized 
the behavior of fans. Loew was incensed 
with supporters in Prague during World 
Cup qualifying last September when a 
group of around 200 chanted Nazi slogans 
and abusive chants. 

“They are not our fans,” Loew said at the 
time. 

But the jeering of Gundogan didn’t appear 
to be restricted to right-wing hooligans. 

The DEB possibly enflamed the situation 
with its public admonishment of Gundogan 
and Ozil — DEB president Reinhard Grin- 
del criticized both players and demanded 
an explanation. 

Grindel later tweeted a photo of himself, 
Loew and team manager Oliver Bierhoff 
sitting down for talks with Gundogan and 
Ozil, saying the players “have informed us 
that they stand for and identify with our 
values on and off the pitch.” 


But the jeering of Gundogan and the 
criticism and insults leveled at both play¬ 
ers has indirectly affected other players in 
the team. 

The DEB prides itself on Germany’s 
multicultural team, but a spotlight has now 
been directed on the dedication of players 
with roots from outside the country such 
as Sami Khedira, Antonio Ruediger and 
Jerome Boateng. 

Whether or not players sing the national 
anthem has been another contentious issue 
for the AfD, which has questioned the com¬ 
mitment to Germany of players who don’t 
sing along. 

Forward Mario Gomez has appealed 
for the debate not to be blown out of 
proportion. 

“I ask people to remember that we want 
to be world champions. For that we need 
Illy, we need Mesut,” Gomez said. “There 
shouldn’t be an attempt to drive a rift, but 
rather an attempt to build a bridge so we 
can go with whole other thoughts to the 
World Cup.” 



Martin Meissner/AP 


Germany’s Mesut Ozil, left, and llkay Gundogan look out from the bench prior to the 
start of a friendly soccer match against Saudi Arabia on Friday. 
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WORLD CUP 

Team capsules By Kevin Baxter, Los Angeles Times 


Group A 

EGYPT 

FIFA world ranking: 45 
Last World Cup: 1990 
Best World Cup finish: 13th, 1934 
How quaiified: Won African qualifying group 
Key piayers: F Mohamed Salah, MF Mohamed 
Elneny, D Ahmed Hegazi 
It’s a fact: If 45-year-old goalkeeper and cap¬ 
tain Essman El-Hadary, who has appeared in 
more matches than any other active Egyptian 
player, takes the field in Russia he would be the 
oldest man to ever appear in a World Cup game. 

The skinny: Without Salah, Egypt doesn’t have 
a chance of getting out of the group stage and 
his availability for the June 15 opener against 
Uruguay remains in doubt. Egypt will strike a de¬ 
fensive posture in Russia even with the Liverpool 
forward, who broke the EPL scoring record this 
season with 32 goals. But if Salah can provide the 
difference in narrow wins over Russia and Saudi 
Arabia, a spot in the second round is possible. 

RUSSIA 

FIFA world ranking: 70 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Group stage, three 
times 

How quaiified: Host nation 
Key piayers: GK Igor Akinfeev, F Fyodor Smo- 
lov, MF Alan Dzagoev 

It’s a fact: An 18-month investigation into 
possible doping violations against Russia’s entire 
World Cup roster was closed last week because 
of “insufficient evidence,” clearing the way for the 
team to play in the tournament it is hosting. 

The skinny: Only one host — South Africa in 
2010 — has failed to advance out of group play, 
an ignominy Russia hopes to avoid. Whether it is 
successful will be determined by an aging defense 
recently bolstered by center back Sergei Ignashev- 
ich, 38, who came out of retirement for the World 
Cup to replace the injured Ruslan Kambolov, 
and the creativity of forward Fyodor Smolov. The 
group-play final against Egypt probably will deter¬ 
mine Russia’s fate in the tournament. 

SAUDI ARABIA 
FIFA world ranking: 67, tie 
Last World Cup: 2006 
Best World Cup finish: Round of 16, 1994 
How quaiified: Runner-up in Asian qualifying 
group 

Key players: D Osama Hawasawi, F Moham¬ 
mad Al-Sahlawi, MF Yahaya Al Shehri 
It’s a fact: The Green Falcons will be playing 
in their fifth World Cup but haven’t won a game 
since their debut in 1994 and have been out- 
scored 26-4 over than span. 

The skinny: At No. 67, Saudi Arabia comes to 
Russia playing for its third manager in 10 months: 
Juan Antonio Pizzi. Few of Pizzi’s players have ex¬ 
perience at a top level, with all but two coming 
out of the domestic Saudi Pro League. Despite all 
that the adventurous Saudis will attack — though 
that isn’t necessarily a good thing since playing off 
the front foot will leave a weak defense even more 
exposed. Saudi Arabia should consider the World 
Cup a success if it manages to get a point. 

URUGUAY 

FIFA world ranking: 14 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Champion, 1930, 
1950 

How qualified: Runner-up in South American 
qualifying 

Key players: D Diego Godin, F Luis Suarez, F 
Edison Cavani 

It’s a fact: With a population of less than 3.5 
million, two-time champion Uruguay is by far the 
smallest country ever to win a World Cup. 

The skinny: Uruguay is stacked up front with 
Suarez and Cavani, who combined for 53 goals 
for league champions Barcelona and Paris Saint- 
Germain, respectively. Plus, it has an experienced 
leader on defense in captain Diego Godin. Yet how 
deep Uruguay goes in the World Cup could be 
determined by the team’s young but exceptional 
midfield. Coach Oscar Tabarez’s style is to cede 
possession and play for the counterattack, al¬ 
though Uruguay is so far superior to the rest of 
this group that its style could change here, at least 
in the first round. 


Group B 

IRAN 

FIFA world ranking: 37 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Group stage, 2014, 
2006, 1998, 1978 

How qualified: Won Asian qualifying group 
Key players: MF Ehsan Hajsafi, F Sardar 
Azmoun, MF Ashkan Dejagah 

It’s a fact: Iran has played in four World Cups, 
dating to 1978, with its only win coming against 
the U.S. in 1998. 

The skinny: Iran has adopted a defensive style 
under Portuguese coach and onetime MLS man¬ 
ager Carlos Queiroz, who has the team in a sec¬ 
ond straight World Cup. Queiroz has succeeded in 
Iran by recruiting dual nationals such as Dejagah, 
who grew up in Germany, and Dutch-lranian Reza 
Ghoochannejhad. In qualifying, Iran pitched nine 
consecutive shutouts and its pressing system will 
certainly frustrate opponents in Russia. Plus it has 
just enough creativity on the attack to make things 
interesting. But Spain and Portugal should be able 
exploit a midfield that will have trouble playing 90 
minutes on the back foot. 

MOROCCO 

FIFA world ranking: 41 
Last World Cup: 1998 
Best World Cup finish: Round of 16, 1986 
How qualified: Won African qualifying group 
Key players: MF Younes Belhanda, D Medhi 
Benatia, F Khalid Boutaib 
It’s a fact: Over 60 percent of the players Mo¬ 
rocco used in qualifying were born somewhere 
else, the highest percentage of any World Cup 
team. 

The skinny: French coach Herve Renard is 
faced with question marks on both ends of the 
field. In goal he has Munir Mohamedi, who plays 
for a second-tier club in Spain, not exactly World 
Cup-level competition. And at striker he has the 
French-born Boutaib, who didn’t make his nation¬ 
al team debut until he was 29. But in between 
Morocco is solid, with a well-organized defense 
and a deep and creative midfield. Renard, a prov¬ 
en coach, can use a number of formations and his 
team will both possess and press so don’t expect 
Morocco to sit back and wait for mistakes. 

PORTUGAL 
FIFA world ranking: 4 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Third place, 1966 
How qualified: Won its European qualifying 
group. 

Key players: F Cristiano Ronaldo, MF Bernardo 
Silva, D Raphael Guerreiro 
It’s a fact: No active player has more interna¬ 
tional goals than Cristiano Ronaldo’s 81, yet Ron¬ 
aldo never has made it past the semifinals of a 
World Cup 

The skinny: Portugal is experienced but in 
Portuguese that also translates as old: coach Fer¬ 
nando Santos’ team will start two central defend¬ 
ers older than 34 and at striker they’ll have the 
33-year-old Ronaldo. So look for Portugal to play 
conservatively on defense while hoping the field 
eventually opens up for Ronaldo at the other end. 
Portugal can be good, if uncreative, in the midfield 
where the mission never wavers: Get the ball to 
the captain. It’s a simple plan but it worked well in 
Euros and World Cup qualifying. 

SPAIN 

FIFA world ranking: 10 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: champions, 2010 
How qualified: Won European qualifying 
group 

Key players: G David de Gea, D Gerard Pique, 
MF Andres Iniesta 

It’s a fact: Seven of Spain’s likely starters play 
for either Real Madrid or Barcelona, bitter rivals in 
Spain’s La Liga. 

The skinny: Spain left for the World Cup in Rus¬ 
sia free of distractions and with high hopes of com¬ 
peting for the title it won in 2010. But Real Madrid’s 
announcement that Julen Lopetegui would become 
coach immediately caused controversy around the 
national team. Spanish federation president Luis 
Rubiales then announced his decision to part ways 
with Lopetgui, saying the federation was “com¬ 
pelled to act” because of the betrayal. 


Group C 

AUSTRALIA 
FIFA world ranking: 36 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Round of 16, 2006 
How qualified: Beat Honduras in interconfed¬ 
eration playoff 

Key players: GK Mat Ryan, MF Mile Jedinak, 
MF Aaron Mooy 

It’s a fact: Interim coach Bert van Marwijktook 
the Netherlands to the World Cup final in 2010 
and guided Saudi Arabia through a successful 
qualifying campaign in 2017 before resigning in a 
contract dispute and accepting the Australia job. 

The skinny: The World Cup remains an enigma 
for Australia, which seems to have little trouble 
qualifying but accomplishes little once it gets 
there. Russia will mark the fourth consecutive 
tournament visit for the Socceroos, who have 
managed only two victories in 13 games once 
there. The program is in transition, a fact under¬ 
scored by the presence of Van Marwijk, who took 
over in January but will step down after Russia to 
be replaced by Graham Arnold. 

DENMARK 

FIFA world ranking: 12 
Last World Cup: 2010 
Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals, 1998 
How qualified: Beat Ireland in European 
playoff 

Key players: GK Kasper Schmeichel, D Simon 
Kjaer, MF Christian Eriksen 
It’s a fact: Denmark has scored 27 goals in 
four World Cup appearances, all from inside the 
penalty area. 

The skinny: Denmark stands a good chance of 
getting out of group play for the first time since 
2002, but it will need a big tournament from Tot¬ 
tenham playmaker Eriksen. It will also need to find 
a workable pairing at center back, where coach 
Age Hareide’s team remains unsettled. Momen¬ 
tum is clearly on Denmark’s side: It has climbed 
in the rankings from No. 46 less than two years 

^ FRANCE 

FIFA world ranking: 7 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Champion, 1998 
How qualified: Won European qualifying 
group. 

Key players: GK Hugo Lloris, MF Paul Pogba, F 
Antoine Griezmann 

It’s a fact: France has won just three of its last 
12 group-stage matches at the World Cup. 

The skinny: Arguably the strongest French team 
since the 2006 squad, which lost the World Cup 
final on penalty kicks, coach Didier Deschamps’ 
team is loaded with attacking options. In the 
midfield he has Manchester United’s Pogba and 
Chelsea’s N’Golo Kante, and up front is Chelsea’s 
Olivier Giroud and Atletico Madrid’s Griezmann. 
Tottenham’s Lloris anchors the defense. Two 
years ago, that group led France to its first Euro 
final in 16 years. 

PERU 

FIFA world ranking: 11 
Last World Cup: 1982 
Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals, 1970 
How qualified: Beat New Zealand in intercon¬ 
federation playoff 

Key players: F Paolo Guerrero, MF Yoshimar 
Yotun, MF Renato Tapia 

It’s a fact: Peru’s 36-year break between World 
Cup appearances is the longest of any team in the 
tournament. 

The skinny: With the exception of World Cup 
debutantes Iceland and Panama, there is no team 
with as little experience on soccer’s biggest stage 
as Peru. Not only was no one on the roster alive 
the last time Peru played in the tournament, but 
even coach Ricardo Gareca has never been to a 
World Cup. And that figures to work against a 
team that is extremely close. But there is a way 
through to the second round. Peru’s success is 
a product of its consistency on defense which, 
over time, has given its attackers the confidence 
to push forward and if the South Americans can 
beat Australia and at least tie Denmark, they have 
a chance of advancing. 


Group D 

ARGENTINA 
FIFA world ranking: 5 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Champions, 1978, 
1986 

How qualified: Finished third in South Ameri¬ 
can qualifying tournament. 

Key players: F Lionel Messi, MF Angel Di 
Maria, F Sergio Aguero 

It’s a fact: Argentina has been held scoreless 
for 217 consecutive minutes in its last three World 
Cup finals, with all three games coming against 
Germany. It also lost the last two Copa America 
finals, both to Chile, without scoring a goal. 

The skinny: Sure Argentina will field one of the 
deepest, most talented teams in the tournament. 
But the storyline surrounding La Albiceleste will 
be all about Lionel Messi’s pursuit of the one prize 
that has eluded him, a World Cup title. Messi car¬ 
ried Argentina to the final four years ago, winning 
the Golden Ball as the tournament’s outstanding 
player but losing the World Cup to Germany in 
extra time. Messi will be 31 by the final in Rus¬ 
sia and he clearly needs more than a consolation 
prize if he hopes to one day be remembered as 
the outstanding player of his generation. 

CROATIA 

FIFA world ranking: 20 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Third place, 1998 
How qualified: Beat Greece in a European 
playoff. 

Key players: MF Luka Modric, MF Ivan Rakitic, 
F Mario Mandzukic 

It’s a fact: An unofficial national team played 
Croatia’s first game nearly a year before the coun¬ 
try declared its independence in 1991, introduc¬ 
ing the team’s iconic checkerboard jersey inspired 
by the country’s coat of arms. 

The skinny: Croatia’s roster reads like a Euro¬ 
pean all-star team, chock full of players from some 
of Europe’s biggest teams. Three of them played 
in last month’s Champions League final. The 
midfield alone — boasting Modric, Rakitic, Ivan 
Perisic, Marcelo Brozovic and Mateo Kovacic — is 
so good, manager Zlatko Dalic can’t get everyone 
on the field at the same time. But Croatia rarely 
plays with a solid identity or tactical approach and 
that leaves it less dangerous collectively than its 
players are individually. 

ICELAND 

FIFA world ranking: 22 
Last World Cup: First appearance 
Best World Cup finish: First appearance 
How qualified: Won European qualifying 
group. 

Key players: MF Aron Gunnarsson, MF Gylfi 
Sigurosson, D Ragnar Sigurdsson 

It’s a fact: One-fifth of Iceland’s population re¬ 
portedly requested tickets to the World Cup. 

The skinny: The world may be watching and 
cheering for Iceland, and if it is, it’s likely to nod 
off while doing so. Because while Iceland has the 
tournament’s most compelling backstory, it also 
has a plodding, unattractive style of play that puts 
as many as 10 men behind the ball. The attack 
is often limited to cautious counterattacks and set 
pieces, on which Iceland, with as many as eight 
starters taller than 6 feet, is exceptional. That 
makes every free kick and corner kick a scoring 
opportunity. But Iceland can’t control the ball and 
if it loses possession repeatedly in its own end, 
defensive breakdowns are inevitable. 

NIGERIA 

FIFA world ranking: 48 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Round of 16, 2014, 
1998, 1994 

How quaiified: Won African qualifying group 
Key piayers: F Kelechi Iheanacho, MF Victor 
Moses, F Alex Iwobi 

It’s a fact: Nigeria is the only African nation that 
qualified in both 2014 and 2018. 

The skinny: Nigeria’s time to shine on the world 
stage will come — just not now. The Super Eagles 
have played in five of the previous six World Cups 
but have never gotten past the round of 16. They 
may not even get that far this time. Never mind. The 
team has talent and pace in a young trio of Iwobi, 
22; Iheanacho, 21; and 21-year-old Wilfred Ndidi. 
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WORLD CUP 

Team capsules By Kevin Baxter, Los Angeles Times 


Group E 

BRAZIL 

FIFA world ranking: 2 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Champions, 2002, 
1994, 1970, 1962, 1958 
How quaiified: Won South American qualifying 
tournament. 

Key piayers: F Neymar, F Gabriel Jesus, D 
Marcelo 

It’s a fact: Brazil is the only non-European 
country to win the World Cup since 1986 and the 
only country to win consecutive titles since World 
War II. 

The skinny: Brazil’s hopes got a big boost when 
Neymar, playing for the first time since undergoing 
foot surgery in early March, displayed his fitness in 
an exhibition victory over Croatia last week. How¬ 
ever, Brazil remains without Dani Alves, whose 
absence has weakened the team at right back. 
There is also some uncertainty in the midfield, 
where Renato Augusto and Douglas Costa have 
been slow to recover from injuries. That’s the ex¬ 
tent of Brazil’s worries, though, because the team, 
which dominated the South American qualifying 
tournament, is loaded everywhere else. 

COSTA RICA 
FIFA world ranking: 23 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals, 2014 
How qualified: Finished second in CONCACAF 
qualifying tournament 

Key players: GK Keylor Navas, MF Bryan Ruiz, 
F Marco Urena 

It’s a fact: This may be the tournament’s 
“Group of Death" but Costa Rica is used to that. 
Four years ago it won a group that included three 
former champions in Uruguay, England and Italy. 

The skinny: Costa Rica’s Cinderella run to the 
quarterfinals in 2014 assures the team won’t sur¬ 
prise anyone in Russia. The Ticos didn’t lose a 
game in regulation in Brazil, getting eliminated by 
the Netherlands in a penalty-kick shootout, and 
the experience has given confidence to a lineup 
that returns as many as nine starters from 2014. 
No team in Russia has undergone so little turnover 
since the last tournament. 

SERBIA 

FIFA world ranking: 34 
Last World Cup: 2010 
Best World Cup finish: Group stage, 2010 
How quaiified: Won its European qualifying 
group. 

Key players: D Aleksandar Kolarov, MF Sergej 
Milinkovic-Savic, MF Nemanja Matic 
It’s a fact: Serbia, which began playing as an 
independent nation in 2006 following the break¬ 
up of the former Yugoslavia and the dissolution of 
Serbia and Montenegro, is the youngest team in 
the World Cup. 

The skinny: Serbia returns to the World Cup 
after an eight-year absence with a deep midfield 
led by Matic and playmaker Dusan Tadic. But the 
key to its success could be the flashy Milinkovic- 
Savic. His talent is obvious, but he didn’t make 
his national team debut until last November so 
chemistry remains a work in progress. Serbia’s 
back four, led by Kolarov and Branislav Ivanovic 
— who have 177 caps combined — is solid. 

SWITZERLAND 
FIFA world ranking: 6 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals, 1954, 
1938, 1934 

How qualified: Beat Northern Ireland in Euro¬ 
pean playoff 

Key players: MF Granit Xhaka, MF Xherdan 
Shaqiri, D Stephan Lichtsteiner 

It’s a fact: In 2006, Switzerland became the 
only team ever eliminated from a World Cup with¬ 
out conceding a goal, pitching three shutouts in 
the group stage then losing to Ukraine in a penalty 
shootout in the Round of 16. 

The skinny: This team may be the most eclectic 
in the World Cup, with a mix of players with back¬ 
grounds from Yugoslavia, Spain, Chile, Albania, 
the Cape Verde Islands, Croatia, Cameroon, Ivory 
Coast, South Sudan and Bosnia-Herzegovina. But 
it will rise or fall based on the performance of Yu¬ 
goslav-born Shaqiri. The Stoke City midfielder can 
score jaw-dropping goals but his shots often fly 
wildly off the mark. 


Group F 

GERMANY 
FIFA world ranking: 1 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Champions, 2014, 
1990, 1974, 1954 

How qualified: Won European qualifying 
group. 

Key players: GK Manuel Neuer, F Thomas 
Muller, D Mats Hummels 
It’s a fact: Since 1954, when it was allowed 
back in the tournament, Germany is the only coun¬ 
try that has never failed to get out of the group 
stage, and it has made it as far as the quarterfinals 
in each of the last nine World Cups. 

The skinny: Germany has the deepest squad 
in the tournament, but it faces several questions 
regarding injuries. Coach Joachim Low said goal¬ 
keeper Manuel Neuer, who has not played a com¬ 
petitive match since fracturing a foot in September, 
will be his starter in Russia. Can Neuer stand up 
to the World Cup grind? Midfielder Mesut Qzil, 
meanwhile, is in a race to heal his knee before this 
weekend’s opener with Mexico. Germany went 
10-0 with a plus-39 goal differential in qualifying, 
but was winless in its next five. 

MEXICO 

FIFA world ranking: 15 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals, 1986, 
1970 

How qualified: Won CONCACAF qualifying 
tournament. 

Key players: F Javier “Chicharito" Hernandez, F 
Carlos Vela, D Hector Moreno 
It’s a fact: Of the eight countries to have ap¬ 
peared in at least 15 World Cups, Mexico is the 
only one never to have won the tournament. 

The skinny: Mexico goes to Russia with the 
best team in its history, one thick with talent, ex¬ 
perience and 13 players off the rosters of top Eu¬ 
ropean clubs. But injury concerns at center back 
and holding midfielder could force coach Juan 
Carlos Osorio to juggle his lineup even more than 
usual. Plus Mexico was shut out twice in its last 
three games. El Tri has made it out of the group 
stage in the past six World Cups yet has never 
won a knockout-round game on foreign soil. Get¬ 
ting to that fifth game is the team’s chief goal. 

SOUTH KOREA 
FIFA world ranking: 61 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Fourth place, 2002 
How qualified: Runner-up in Asian qualifying 
group. 

Key players: F Son Heung-min, M Ki Sung- 
Yueng, M Koo Ja-cheol 

It’s a fact: South Korea is one of only five coun¬ 
tries to have qualified for each of the last nine 
World Cups. 

The skinny: Tottenham forward Son Heung- 
min gives South Korea some attacking quality in 
front of an able midfield — and South Korea will 
have to score to make up for a defense that can 
be dismal at times. Confidence could also be lack¬ 
ing for the Red Devils, who didn’t win a game in 
Brazil four years ago, then struggled mightily in 
a weak World Cup qualifying group just to get to 
Russia. New coach Shin Tae-yong, who took over 
last June and rescued the qualifying campaign, 
could have the answer with the 3-4-3 formation 
he experimented with this spring. 

SWEDEN 

FIFA world ranking: 24 
Last World Cup: 2006 
Best World Cup finish: Runners-up, 1958 
How qualified: Beat Italy in European playoff. 
Key players: M Emil Forsberg, D Andreas Gran- 
qvist, D Victor Lindelof 

It’s a fact: With national team scoring leader 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic on the roster, Sweden failed to 
qualify for the last two World Cups and did not 
win a game in the 2016 Euros. Without him, Swe¬ 
den stunned four-time world champion Italy in a 
two-leg playoff and is back in the World Cup for 
the first since time 2006. 

The skinny: Sweden has reason to feel confident 
after shutting out Italy twice to punch its ticket to 
Russia — and two 31-year-old strikers at the top 
of a static 4-4-2 formation show the Swedes plan 
to take a defensive posture in the World Cup. This 
could be the most boring team in the tournament. 


Group G 

BELGIUM 

FIFA world ranking: 3 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Fourth place, 1986 
How qualified: Won European qualifying 
group. 

Key players: MF Kevin De Bruyne, F Romelu 
Lukaku, F Eden Hazard 

It’s a fact: Belgium averaged a tournament- 
best 4.3 goals a game in the final round of UEFA 
World Cup qualifying, compiling a goal differential 
of plus-37. 

The skinny: Lukaku, Hazard, Dries Mertens 
and De Bruyne give Belgium arguably the best at¬ 
tacking foursome in the world. But while Belgium 
could lead the World Cup in scoring, there’s also a 
good chance it could wash out again in the quar¬ 
terfinals as it did four years ago in Brazil and two 
years ago in the Euros. Getting more from this tal¬ 
ented but underperforming group is what Roberto 
Martinez was tasked with when he was hired to 
replace Marc Wilmots as coach in the wake of the 
Euro disaster. 

ENGLAND 

FIFA world ranking: 12 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Champions, 1966. 

Key players: F Harry Kane, D John Stones, MF 
Dele AN. 

How qualified: Won European qualifying 
group. 

It’s a fact: England is the only World Cup team 
made up exclusively of players from domestic 
clubs. 

The skinny: England didn’t win a game four 
years ago in Brazil, only the second time that’s 
even happened in a World Cup tournament, so 
the bar for improvement isn’t high. But fans back 
home are looking for a lot more than that from a 
team that hasn’t gotten past the quarterfinals of a 
major tournament since the European Champion¬ 
ships 22 years ago. If Kane is over his ankle injury, 
the Three Lions can score, but the loss of Alex 
Qxiade-Chamberlain to a knee injury, question 
marks in goal, and the lack of consistent center 
back for coach Gareth Southgate’s favored 3-5-2 
formation point to another early exit. 

PANAMA 

FIFA world ranking: 55 
Last World Cup: First appearance 
Best World Cup finish: First appearance 
How qualified: Finished third in CONCACAF 
qualifying tournament. 

Key players: GK Jamie Penedo, D Roman Tor¬ 
res, MF Anibal Godoy. 

It’s a fact: Only one World Cup debutante (Costa 
Rica in 1990) made it out of the group stage. 

The skinny: Panama’s defensive posture is 
more akin to street fighting than soccer — just ask 
Christian Pulisic, whose body is still bruised. But 
it’s also effective. Panama will sometimes start 
five on the backline, sacrificing offense for de¬ 
fense while trying to foul and frustrate opponents 
in providing opportunities on the counterattack. 
Panama’s core is old and inexperienced on the 
world stage, but if former Galaxy keeper Penedo 
is on, he could help his team defy expectations 
and sneak into the knockout stage. 

TUNISIA 

FIFA world ranking: 21 
Last World Cup: 2006 

Best World Cup finish: Group stage, 2006, 
2002, 1998, 1978 

How qualified: Won African qualifying group. 
Key players: MF Wahbi Khazri, GK Aymen 
Mathlouthi, MF Naim Slit! 

It’s a fact: Tunisia is one of six predominantly 
Muslim nations at the 2018 World Cup, mean¬ 
ing many of its players will be observing Rama¬ 
dan calls for daylight fasting through June 14, four 
days before the team’s first game. 

The skinny: Tunisia’s best chance for mak¬ 
ing noise in Russia was silenced when forward 
Youssef Msakni tore a knee ligament in April, leav¬ 
ing the Africans without their most creative player 
and leading active goal-scorer. Without a dynamic 
playmaker, Tunisia, unbeaten in the final round of 
qualifying, will likely look to set pieces to produce 
some offense. 


Group H 

COLOMBIA 
FIFA world ranking: 16 
Last World Cup: 2014 
Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals, 2014 
How qualified: Finished fourth in South Ameri¬ 
can qualifying 

Key players: MF James Rodriguez, F Radamel 
Falcao, GK David Ospina 
It’s a fact: Colombia won four games in the last 
World Cup, more than it had won in four previous 
tournaments combined. 

The skinny: This Colombian team will play a lot 
like the one that followed Rodriguez to the quar¬ 
terfinals four years ago. Coach Jose Pekerman al¬ 
lows his playmaker the freedom to drift wide, drop 
deep or push forward, depending on his mood. 
That allows Colombia to play in a number of for¬ 
mations. And with the return of Falcao, who sat 
out the last World Cup because of an injury, Co¬ 
lombia should have more options offensively. But 
to really click, the team will need more production 
from the rest of the midfield. 

JAPAN 

FIFA world ranking: 61 
Last World Cup: 2014 

Best World Cup finish: Round of 16, 2010, 
2002 

How qualified: Won Asian qualifying group 
Key players: MF Keisuke Honda, MF Makoto 
Hasebe, D Yuto Nagatomo 
It’s a fact: The sacking of Bosnian coach Vahid 
Halilhodzic and hiring of Akira Nishino in April 
made Japan one of seven World Cup teams to 
make a managerial change in the last year. 

The skinny: Honda and midfielder Shinji Kaga- 
wa are arguably the most technical players in Jap¬ 
anese history. But their supporting cast? Not so 
much. After a pair of winless games against Mali 
and Ukraine in March, the Japanese federation 
fired Halilhodzic — who countered with a lawsuit 

— and that move left Nishino, the new coach, 
less than three months to figure things out. With 
the underwhelming roster he’s taking to Russia, 
that won’t be near enough time. 

POLAND 

FIFA world ranking: 8 
Last World Cup: 2006 

Best World Cup finish: Third place, 1982, 
1974 

How qualified: Won European qualifying 
group 

Key players: F Robert Lewandowski, GK 
Wojciech Szczesny, MF Piotr Zielinski 

It’s a fact: In the World Cup for the first time 
in 12 years, Poland hasn’t gotten past the group 
stage since 1986. 

The skinny: Center back Kamil Glik was a big 
part of Poland’s plans for Russia but he is side¬ 
lined after suffering a shoulder injury in training. 
That’s bad news for a defense that was leaky 
to begin with and puts additional pressure on 
Lewandowski, who will now have to carry even 
more of the load. The Bayern Munich striker was 
the leading scorer in the 10-game UEFA qualifying 
event, scoring 16 of Poland’s 28 goals. He’ll get 
ample support from a midfield of Zielinski, Karol 
Linetty and Grzegorz Krychowiak. That might be 
enough to advance out of a weak group. 

SENEGAL 

FIFA world ranking: 27 
Last World Cup: 2002 
Best World Cup finish: Quarterfinals, 2002 
How qualified: Won African qualifying group 
Key players: MF Sadio Mane, MF Cheikhou 
Kouyate, MF Idrissa Gueye 
It’s a fact: Though Senegal reached the quar¬ 
terfinals in its only World Cup appearance in 
2002, upsetting defending champion France in its 
first match, wrestling is the national pastime. 

The skinny: Senegal might be the most unpre¬ 
dictable team in the World Cup. Mane, who plays 
his club soccer for Liverpool, and Keita Balde, 
who was born in Spain and plays in France for 
Monaco, provide speed and athleticism to a deep 
attack while Kalidou Koulibaly (Napoli) anchors a 
capable defense. But the team’s performance on 
the field rarely matches the hype of its individual 
parts. The result is a lot of uncertainly for a team 
that could make a deep run in the tournament 

— or just as easily bow out in the first round. 
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Slick threads! 


Several kits attracting attention 



Photos by Frank Augstein/AP 


Top: A Nigerian national soccer team kit is shown in a display case at 
a shop in London. Bottom: Other jerseys on display at the shop. 


By Leanne Italie 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK 


S pain, your asymmetry is 
showing. Nigeria, you’re 
so bright I need shades! 
Croatia, Russia’s fresh out 
of Big Boy restaurants. 

No worries, though, your party 
duds will be just the ticket once 
the World Cup gets underway. 

Those countries are among sev¬ 
eral of the more festive standouts 
in jerseys for the global soccer 
showcase, with loads of sentimen¬ 
tal touches in the designs of the 
32 teams. 

With millions in exposure and 
retail sales at stake, the World 
Cup kits of 2018 can be catego¬ 
rized, generally speaking, like 
this: Team Plain, Team Retro and 
Team Cool Kid on the Pitch. 

“We didn’t used to care so 
much,” said Roger Bennett, who 
is half the wacky British duo of 
the “Men in Blazers” soccer show 
on NBC Sports. 

“What’s changed is the fusion 
of the World Cup and the Pre¬ 
mier League and the Champions 
League and television as a global 
platform, and advertising, which 
has essentially transformed 
them from being just functional 
garments, nothing to see here, 
just polyester, everybody move 
along, to the single-most lucrative 
billboard in the world,” he said. 
“They may as well be spun from 
gold in terms of the impact that 
they have on the sports manufac¬ 
turing brands that propel them.” 

Or, in the case of Australia, 
gold with a riot of jagged lines 
on shoulders and sleeves of home 
jerseys. The algae green lines cel¬ 
ebrate waves and the country’s 
proximity to various oceans and 
seas, said Nike football apparel 
senior design director Pete Hop- 
pins. The away kit is all green 




Dave Thompson/AP 


Croatia’s checkerboard kits are reminiscent of the country’s 
medieval coat of arms, which also appears on the nation’s flag. 


with a diagonal slash of yellow 
and lighter green touches on the 
front, in tribute to Australia’s 
2006 jerseys. 

Soccer fans have been buzzing 
for weeks about Nigeria’s shirts, 
to the delight of supplier Nike but 
not so much among folks back 
home who consider the $85 price 
tag out of reach. The away shirts 
are a screeching bright green, 
white and black with trippy jag¬ 
ged edging on a chevron pattern 
that may just be the World Cup’s 
shining Rorschach moment, along 
with an ode to the country’s style 
and pop culture energy. 

The we-have-arrived look is a 
modern reinvention of Nigeria’s 
1994 kits, the first time the coun¬ 
try qualified for the World Cup. 
The new shirts sold out in min¬ 
utes on the first day of sales in 
some spots, including Nike’s flag¬ 
ship store in London and online, 
Hoppins said, after stakeholders 
decided early on to go bold and 
market the strips in a collection 
that also includes hats, T-shirts 
and jackets. 

“We’ve never seen anything 
like this before in terms of excite¬ 
ment, in terms of people queu¬ 
ing around the block,” Hoppins 
said, referring to the crowd that 
showed up June 1. “It’s some¬ 
thing that Nike has never really 
done before, which is going all out 
and having fun with it. We want 
Nigeria to be everyone’s second 
team.” 

To Simon Doonan, soccer nut 
and creative ambassador at large 
for Barneys New York, when it 
comes to out-there World Cup 
shirts, you’re either in or you’re 
out. 

“The ones you remember are 
the ones that are crazy, but some 
leagues are risk averse,” said 
Doonan, author of the new book 
“Soccer Style: The Magic and 
Madness.” 

“The World Cup is a carnival. 
It’s not supposed to be a beacon of 
restraint and good taste,” he said. 

Doonan’s favorites on the flam¬ 
boyant front: Croatia’s red-and- 
white checkerboard, reminiscent 


of the country’s flag and medi¬ 
eval coat of arms — and, some 
say, — the Big Boy burger chain 
(Nike); Colombia’s red-and-blue 
lightning bolts coming out of 
the armpits against a bright yel¬ 
low background (Adidas); and 
Belgium’s horizontal dash of red- 
and-yellow Argyle, like the socks 
(also Adidas). 

Doonan is also a fan of vertical 
stripes (hello, Argentina in blue 
and white, just like your flag and 
your kits from your 1978 World 
Cup win). 

There are some jerseys he’s not 
hugely fond of as a matter of per¬ 
sonal preference. 

“I’m very obsessed with sym¬ 
metry, in life and in my work, so 
the Spain shirt, even though I’m 
a big fan of the Spanish team, the 
asymmetry of those shirts and 
that sort of folkloric zigzag only 
on one side, completely freaks me 
out,” Doonan said of the dash of 
yellow, blue and red against, well, 
red. 

And then there’s Nigeria, the 
social media and retail king head¬ 
ing into the World Cup. 

“They’re fabulous,” Doonan 
said. 

Bennett agreed: “You could 
wear it to a rave in Manchester 
in the 1990s and fit right in. It’s a 
great way to live a life.” 

While acknowledging the deep 
pride and symbolism behind Cro¬ 
atia’s ever-present checkerboard, 
Bennett isn’t a fan: “I find it fairly 
terrifying. It’s a tablecloth.” 

Among the uniforms on Ben¬ 
nett’s not-so-much list: Iceland. 

“For whatever reason they’ve 
decided to clad their footballers 
in shirts so tight they’re like sau¬ 
sage casings,” Bennett said. “It’s 
all nipples.” 

He was all praise for the Japan 
jersey, a rich blue that references 
the ancient Japanese technique of 
sashiko hand stitching in a pat¬ 
tern of rows down the front. 

“It’s utterly captivating and ev¬ 
erything that’s beautiful about a 
national football jersey,” he said. 
“That’s what we should aspire 
to.” 


The World Cup is a carnival. It’s not 
supposed to be a beacon of restraint and 
good taste. ’ 

Simon Doonan 

Creative ambassador at large for Barneys New York 
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Police academy turns into nerve center 



Alexander Zemlianichenko/AP 


Police Superintendent Heike Schultz of the German police, right, and her colleague speak to the media at the International Police 
Cooperation Center in Moscow on Tuesday. Russian police will operate a center for international liaison between police forces, with 
representatives from all 32 countries taking part in the World Cup. The aim is to identify potential troublemakers among fans. 


Law enforcement 
official cooperating 
to prevent trouble 

By James Ellingworth 

Associated Press 

DOMODEDOVO, Russia — Police from 
33 countries are gathering under one roof 
for the World Cup as Russia prepares to 
deal with potential issues ranging from hoo¬ 
liganism and terrorism to backlash against 
local laws restricting LGBT rights. 

The police representatives from all 32 
competing countries plus 2022 host Qatar 
will gather in a police academy on the edge 
of the forest outside Moscow to share intel¬ 
ligence and spot troublemakers in World 
Cup crowds. 

At the center, opened Tuesday by Rus¬ 
sian Interior Minister Vladimir Kolokolt- 
sev, they’ll walk up a red carpet to the 
entrance, past a table football game and 
a large plastic model of World Cup mas¬ 
cot Zabivaka the wolf, before sitting at 
desks arranged by each team’s World Cup 
group. 

“Our task is to respond quickly, correct¬ 
ly and according to the law” when trouble 
occurs,” Kolokoltsev said. 

The top British officer working at the 
tournament. Chief Inspector Joseph Sto- 
koe, takes part amid diplomatic tension. 
Britain has accused Russia of using a 
nerve agent in the attempted assassination 
of former spy Sergei Skripal in the English 
city of Salisbury in March, which Moscow 
denies. 

Stokoe says the aim is to “take politics 
out of policing.” He recommends that visit¬ 
ing LGBT fans follow local laws which re¬ 
strict how they can express their identity 
in public. 


Russian law bans the so-called “propa¬ 
ganda” of homosexuality in any setting 
where children could be present. In prac¬ 
tice, it has been used to restrict public 
discussion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender issues and to block protests, 
although Russian authorities have sug¬ 
gested the measure won’t be as strictly en¬ 


forced at the World Cup. 

Hooliganism has been an issue at pre¬ 
vious tournaments, and British police 
are hoping to help ensure exuberant fans 
aren’t mistaken for hooligans following 
clashes between Russia and England sup¬ 
porters in France at the 2016 European 
Championship. 


“I know how excitable and how much 
English fans can enjoy the occasion, drink¬ 
ing and singing, waving the flags,” he said. 
“I know I need to try and explain to my 
Russian colleagues that that isn’t a precur¬ 
sor to anything more than England fans 
enjoying themselves when they go to the 
match.” 


Repeat: Mexico trying to get past second round for first time since 1986 



Pavel Golovkin/AP 


Argentina’s Lionel Messi, who turns 31 
on June 24, is iikely playing in his last 
World Cup. Ai^entina hasn’t won the 
World Cup since 1986 but finished as the 
runner-up four years ago in Brazil. 


FROM BACK PAGE 

the second round for the first time since 
1986, but El Tri opens against Germany 
and its likely second-round opponent is 
Brazil. 

There also has been a generational 
change within FIFA. Many of its leaders 
have moved from penthouses to prisons 
following indictments by the U.S. Depart¬ 
ment of Justice that detailed kickbacks to 
be as much a part of soccer as free kicks. 

Expect controversy on a regular basis. 

Following the drug-testing scandal that 
engulfed the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics, 
FIFA’s medical committee chairman said 
no Russians will be involved in collection 
of urine and blood samples, which will 
be flown to Lausanne, Switzerland, for 
analysis. 

VAR will be the acronym of the moment: 
video assistant referees in soccer-speak, 
instant replay for most viewers at home. 

And as soon as the final whistle of the 
tournament is blown at Moscow’s Luzh¬ 
niki Stadium, attention will shift to the 
2022 World Cup in Qatar, moved to Nov. 21 
through Dec. 18 because of summer desert 
heat and compressed to 28 days because 
it is in the middle of the European club 
season. Gianni Infantino, who succeeded 
the disgraced Sepp Blatter as FIFA presi¬ 
dent in 2016, has discussed increasing the 
World Cup field from 32 to 48 in 2022, four 
years ahead of schedule. 


Some of the top storylines likely to domi¬ 
nate play in Russia: 

Messi and Ronaldo 

Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo have 
split the last 10 FIFA Player of the Year 
awards, and this is likely their last chance 
to win a World Cup. Messi turns 31 on June 
24 and has lost four finals with the national 
team. Ronaldo, 33, helped Portugal win the 
2016 European Championship for its first 
m^or title. 

Back to back 

Italy in 1934 and ’38, and Brazil in 1958 
and ’62 are the only teams to win consecu¬ 
tive World Cups. Germany was 10-0 in 
qualifying, the only European team with 
a perfect record, and outscored opponents 
43-4. 

Ice, ice baby 

Iceland at about 335,000 becomes the 
least-populous nation to appear in a World 
Cup, a mark that had been held since 2006 
by Trinidad and Tobago at 1.3 million. 

Breakout stars? 

Brazil’s Neymar, England’s Harry Kane, 
Egypt’s Mohamed Salah, France’s An¬ 
toine Griezmann and Belgium’s Kevin De 


Bruyne are stars who could lift themselves 
into Player of the Year contention with stel¬ 
lar World Cups. 

Play it again 

Following the first use of goal-line tech¬ 
nology at a World Cup in 2014, FIFA has 
expanded off-the-field decision-making. A 
video assistant ref can notify the referee by 
headset of the need to reverse a decision if 
there is a “clear error” involving goals and 
their buildups, penalty kicks, straight red 
cards, and mistaken identity for red and 
yellow cards. 

Missing 

Injured players missing the tourna¬ 
ment include Argentina goalkeeper Sergio 
Romero and midfielder Manuel Lanzini; 
France defender Laurent Koscielny; Ser¬ 
bia defender Matija Nastasic; Brazil right 
back Dani Alves; and England midfielder 
Alex-Oxlade Chamberlain. 

Split screen? 

The World Cup final starts two hours 
after the beginning of the Wimbledon 
men’s singles final. If Spain and Rafa 
Nadal are playing for titles, and the tennis 
isn’t decided in straight sets, which event 
do fans watch? 
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Martin Meissner/AP 

German players celebrate their victory over Argentina in the World Cup final on July 13, 2014 
in Rio de Janeiro. Germany will try to become the first repeat champion since 1962. 
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REPEAT? 

Germany capable of doing it 


By Ronald Blum 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW 

fter raising the World Cup eight 
miles from Copacabana Beach 
four years ago, Germany hopes 
I to lift the trophy four miles from 
the Kremlin on July 15 and become the first 
repeat champion in more than a half-century. 

The soccer world gathered at 12 stadiums in 
I 11 cities across the European portion of Russia 
Thursday for a 32-day, 64-match championship. 
Much has changed since Die Mannschaft humil¬ 
iated the host Selegao 7-1 in the 2014 semifinals, 
then left Rio de Janeiro’s Maracana Stadium 
with a 1-0 extra-time win over Argentina on 
Mario Goetze’s 113th-minute goal. 


The United States will be missing from soccer’s 
showcase after seven straight appearances. Four¬ 
time champion Italy will be watching from home for 
the first time since 1958, its streak of 14 consecu¬ 
tive appearances ended by a playoff loss to Sweden. 
The Netherlands, which lost the 2010 final to Spain, 
missed out after slumping to third in its qualifying 
group. And Chile failed to qualify after consecutive 
Copa America titles. 

Iceland and Panama are World Cup debutantes, 
Peru is back for the first time since 1982, and Egypt 
ends an absence dating to 1990. 

Germany and Brazil are the pre-tournament fa¬ 
vorites, and France is fancied behind them with a 
young roster. England will try to end more than five 
decades of hurt since winning its only mqjor title on 
home soil in 1966. Mexico will try to advance past 
SEE REPEAT ON PAGE 63 


Tar Heels head to Omaha with hot offense » MLB, Page 55 


027664 " 520705 " 










